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As another Indian trader tells me, ‘I sell the hair as Indian but what the buyers do in their own
countries, we cannot say. Those rabbis made it very difficult for Jewish women when they
introduced the ban on Indian hair. Nowadays, hair has to travel a very long way before it gets to
them!’ Itis not inconceivable that some of the hair sold in Europe as ‘Brazilian’ or “‘Ukrainian’ began

life on Indian heads®.
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Tarlo, Emma. Entanglement: The Secret Lives of Hair, Pg 102 *
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The top priest of Tirupati (The following conversation was in English, and is available on

video)

Shliach: Where they shave the hair, is it
considered a sacred place?

Priest: Yes
Shiach: It is considered a sacred place...

Priest: Sacred.

Shliach: When they shave the hair do they pray?
Priest: “Govinda” They will pray.
Shliach: They will pray?

Priest: They will pray and they will say “Govinda
Govinda”. {* one of the names of the idol}

Shliach: Also the people that are shaved and also the
barbers do they pray?

Priest: Yeah, every day before starting their work
they will pray (the barbers), and only then they will
start their work.

Shliach: Are there any people that shave their hair
that do not pray? Some people just come shave their
head? Or everybody prays?

Priest: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays
some people don’t know the tradition. That’s the
problem.

Shliach: Where they shave, do they have to have one
of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the gods?

Priest: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will
be in the hall.

Shliach: In the hall?

Priest: In the hall. Where they shave
Shliach: Where they shave?

Priest: Before the god only, they shave.

Shliach: Can any person be a barber or he is a
special person?

Priest: A barber only will shave.
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Shliach: But I am asking, can anyone be a barber or he
is a special person?

Priest: The barber is a caste there and that caste people
only shave there.

Shliach: Isita ’Nehi Brahmin’’?
Priest: No no, Nayi Brahmin
Shliach: What does this mean?

Priest: Nayi Brahmin means...There are two (types of)
Brahmins...Brahmin is a priest for the god... Nayi
Brahmin means...Mangala Vaidyam (devotional
music) is there...Mangalam Nadaswaram (a musical
instrument)...Who plays that (instrument for god) is
called as “’Nayi Brahmin™’

{ That means that Nayi Brahmin are not actually priests, rather they are
servants In the temple, who either play the instruments for the idol or
are barbers. Lhavdil they are like leviim not kohanim)

Shliach: So they get their profession from their
forefathers? It is in the family?

Priest: It is in generation, forefathers. Some new
persons also learn. ..But from the same caste only.

Shliach: Are they considered a low caste or high caste?

Priest: In Tirumala there is no caste feeling
(discrimination based on caste) first of all. Barbers are,
actually they shave, but they don’t shave like in the
shops. There is some rules to shave here. They don’t
do the soaps. They shave only hair and the head. That’s
it.

Man (off camera): They are very sacred compared to
other places.

Priest: It’s a holy shave.

Shliach: So the barbers, they feel that they are working
for the lord? For the god:?

Priest: They feel their job is a holy service to god.

Shliach: I was asked here if the source of the god here,
there are a few names...I was asked here if he was
originally a man or he was originally a god? I think that
they heard that some people maybe became gods.

Priest: Originally he is a live (living) god who came
from Vaikuntham and became a statue here...

While coming to...he met an accident with a cow
herd, he throw the axe...Axe make a wound here. At
that time he lost hair here. For that only, we give
hairs to him. That's the reason we are shaving the
hairs here.
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demand. The long and uniformly trimmed hair is called remy hair, which has a big
market in Europe and the US, where it is woven into wigs. The non-remy hair, broken
and short, has a huge demand in China, which in turn makes wigs and sells it in the
American or African market, especially Nigeria. In the domestic market, Tirumala
hair is popular in Mumbai for making wigs for film stars,” In 2011, the temple
authorities took to e-auctioning, courtesy of a spike in demand from traders across the
world. "As many as 49 traders participated in last year's auction and bid huge amounts
for various categories of hair. In 2011-12, the Tirumala temple earned nearly Rs 200

crore out of its total revenue of Rs 1,949 crore’, from auctioning human hair.
PUROHITH SANGAM

There are 200 Purohits rendering services in Purohit Sangham to attend
Marriages, Sankalpams, Poojas, Upanayanams and Vrathams etc. The Purohiths are
députed on rotation basis to the Papavinasanam, Akasaganga and Gogarbham Dam
for the convenience of Devotees. They are not regular employees, but work under the
control of TTD as a result of an agreement entered in the year 1952 between the
Executive Officer, TTD and the President of Tirumala Theerthavasi Purohith
Sangam. The receipts of the Purchith Sangam are shared at 75 percent and Sangam

and 25 per cent of Devasthanam?®.

TONSURING

Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to
Tirumala usually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering,
Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit -
the temple offer their hair at the Kalyanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose. A
bath in the Pushkarini follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the

temple and worship the Lord.

It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the
deity to whom it is offered. As one enters Tirumala one would invariably find a

cluster of cottages and choultries built for accommodation of the pilgrims. Just

5. The Hindu, (Chennai), 21-09-2011, p. 3
6. TTD Administration Report, n4,p. 128
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TIRUMALA HAIR OFFERING TIMINGS

Tirumala Hair Offéring Timings

The moment one mentions "TIRUPATL one is reminded of tonsuring and faddus. Kalyarakatta in Tirumala
is @ multi-storeyed building situated opposite to Free Meals building where thousands of devotees cffer
their hairs to Lord Sri ialayppa. At a time, Hundreds of devotees can tonsure at KalyanaKatta in Tirumala
and tonsuring is done at free of cost. Hari Offering Tirumala is normal practice in Tirumala, devotees offer
their hair before going for Darshan, Detailed chart provided on Tirumata Hatr Offering Timings below.

TEMPLE NEWS
[IRUPALT UAI
STATUS
Hovember.25..201

HIRUPAIL 1UE
Novembsr 21,20

[IRUPAILI UAI
TOMORROW

November 18.201
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Story behind Tirumala Hair Offering At KalyanaKatta November. 2.2

First devotee who gave her hair to god Is Neela Devi. Lord Srinivasa named this hill by her name as [IRUPALI L)
Meeladri. Vthen Lord Srinivasa was hit by a Shepard on his head, a small portion of his scalp becomes TUMDRRD“
bald. There is no hair growth over that place and this was noticed by Gandharva princess, Neeladevi. She November.18.2
felt such a handsome face should nat have any defect. Immediately she cuts a portion of her hair and W
implants it on his scalp with her powers. As hair is considered as the beautiful aspect of women, Lord

Srinivasa notices her sacrifice and he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or BOOK YOUR STAY

Tirupati belongs to Neeladevi, Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego. The word

“Talanelalu" is also came from har name.

For any gueries on Ear Piercing in Tirumala or Tirumala Hari Offering Timings, please leave your comment
below , we will get back to you gueries at the earliast.

Tirumala Hair Offering Location Photo-Gallary SUBSCRIBE T0 0U
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Sign from the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD):

AN APPEAL TO DEVOTEES

Kalyanakatta is a sacred place.

One should not enter inside wearing
footwear.

»

Tonsuring facility is available in
Kalyanakatia at free of cost.

# Devotees shouldn't give any amount
to the tonsurer after tonsuring.

@ If any barber demands money,
complaint the same by mentioning
the number of that barber to the A.E.D
| Supervisor on duty either in person
or put a written complaiat in the
complaint box,

#® Necessary action will be initiated
against the concerned person.

# One should not spit and pass urinals
in the premises of Kalyanakatia.

# Separate bathrooms and Lavatories
for male and female devotees were
provided by T.T.Devasthanams.
Hence the devotees are requested to
utilize them.

For Further Details Contact :
0877 -2277777,2233333

Toll Free No. 18004254141
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Lady barbers crack hair line

Read more below

By G. 5. RADHAKRISHNA, in Hyderabad

Published 26.09.06

AddThis Sharing Buttons
Hyderabad, Sept. 26: Sumalatha can let her hair down, finally.

4 "u And, Tirumala’s Balaji temple can watch one of its last glass

_ “ ceilings crack.
o ~ The 24-year-old is one of the 18 lady barbers who began work at

The Tirumala temple

Kalyana Katta, the temple’s tonsuring platform, joining the band of

600 men who shave around 30,000 heads daily and about six million a year.

“It is a hard-earned privilege for which we fought for over three years against hostile attitudes

and opposition from male barbers,” said Kalpana, 30, another lady who has just made the mark

along with Sumalatha.

According to Rangaswami Reddy, the tonsuring unit’s superintendent, the ladies will initially use

their skills only on women and children.
“In times of heavy rush however, they will tonsure men, too,” he added.

Soon, more women will join Sumalatha and Kalpana as Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam gets
ready to hire 100 in all.



— However, lady barbers will be asked not to work during their menstrual periods. They will

be on the job only in day-shifts or late-evening sessions ending at 8 pm. The work timings come

with a dress code too: only saris and loose garments.

That might sound like freedom with too many strings attached, but few are complaining. The

tonsure triumph didn’t come easy, after all.

The temple barbers’ union had stiffly opposed the entry of ladies. A committee of Agama experts

in temple rituals appointed by the temple management had also shot down the idea.

Then, women’s associations, including the All India Democratic Women’s Association, brought
their combined might to bear on the barber bastion. They slammed the panel’s decision as “anti-

women and discriminatory”.

The battle won, the associations are happy. “This is not the first time that women have been
employed in Lord Balaji’s service. Hundreds of ladypushers are already being recruited on a
temporary basis to nudge devotees out of the sanctum sanctorum,” the All-India Women’s

Association said.



Pictures of the KalyanaKatta complex in Tirumala (tonsuring hall):
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At the entrance to the Kalyanakata (the place where they shave the hair), a sign explains
what the do there. This sign is hanging in more than one place. In some places the sign is in 3
languages, in other places there is 4 languages..

A film of the temple in 1954 shows that this sign was already hanging then.




English:

Place of surrendering human hair to lord wv..

The word surrender when used on an object, means to give the object. Meaning the sign means,
place of giving human hair to lord.

From Cambridge Dictionary

https: /7dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surrender
surrender

verb

1. surrender verb (ACCEPT DEFEAT)

to stop fighting and admit defeat:

2. surrender verb (GIVE)

to give something that is yours to someone else because you have been forced to do so or
because it is necessary to do so:



Language: Telugu

Script:

1B SoET¥ 58 W 3°88 Soderen H308oTH Perssn

Translation:

The word used in Telugu in place of surrender is “7 Qo8 YOTN” pronounced Samarpiricu.
The definition for samarpincu is!:

Samarpinchu means “to offer respectfully. For example, when we offer something to god, we say,

“BHA8 H508)0T 0| (dEviniki samarpinchu saamagri™ meaning the material being
offered to god.

Samarpinchu - to offer, to offer with respect, with bhakti (devotion)

Arpana - to give, samarpana - to give with faith, devotion, happiness”

“Place of

The sign therefore means: “Place of offering human hair to lord v...”

https://www.quora.com/What-does-
%E0%B0%B8%E0%B0%AE%E0%B0%B0%E0%B1%8D%E0%B0%AA%E0%B0%BEF %E0%B0%82%E0%
B0%9A%E0%B1%81-samarpinchu-in-Telugu-mean-in-English-How-would-you-translate-it-Can-you-
give-an-example-of-its-use



Language: Tamil

Script:

W QeumI&HCLerVaUT SeuMil& & Hemau(nly FLOFLIE G @)L LD

S| JLILI6uOTLD

The word used in Tamil is &§6M6V (LPlg.,

pronounced samarpanam.

The translation given for this word is: “Dedication,
Votive offering. Giving, presenting, Giving to
superiors”

Therefore, the sign means:

Place of presenting human hair to thelord V...

e ® °
FIDIJLILIGOOT LD in english
translation and definition "swiliusann”, Tamil-English Dictionary online
&I L Lisver b
o sl GuiGurismaas smaflama (paerulsr el cmes
Dedication, votive offering
« Giving, presenting, . 2. Giving to superiors, . W. p. 895.
sLaenf QuUitwrisgnsgs srafldms wpaaorlar seflémes

Automatic translation:
dedication




Language : Hindi.

Script: $T9TdT Y deheaR TarT H AR F I g WA FT T

The words used are §TeT &l &= pronounced: baal daan karane.

Baal means hair.

Daan - is a noun and 1. daana [V1. d4] giving, -- away (a daughter), presenting, offering (a sacrifice), teaching (of, g., --°, to,

le., --°); abandonment of life (--°); payment of debt; gift; charitable gift; bribery; addition; offering,

means giving, presenting, oblation. = & | daan

offering.

2. daana [V2. da] distribution, esp. of food, meal, sacrificial feast; liberality; share, property. = I |
daan

the hindi word daan

(a1eT) is based on the sansrkit word daana.

karane - means “to do” similar to niwy7 in .wTIEn W7

Meaning: place of presenting hair to the Avoda Zara.



13 IR . give ...9172 957 WO DMININ DY D112 MNPNI N2 IR NI
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Some argue that tonsuring is only to break the ego, and is not an offering
to their silly getchka. Here are some of the myriad proofs that

the tonsuring in the temples in India is

Tonsuring is called mutikanikkai in Tamil,
an official language of India.

mutikanikkai, an offering

of the hair of the head shaved off

and presented to an idol in
fulfilment of a vow.

(Tamil -English Dictionary online)

E ¥ilein dndia;
Life In India 3
e SURLK THE STLGICERIEA, AYD CALAT

“Another little fellow has his hair
matted in long filthy locks all over
his head. Why is he not shaved like
the rest? His parents had made a vow
to present his hair as an offering to
the god at Tirupathy. And hence, it is
not cut or combed. At the next annual
festival, he will ask for leave of absence,
to go and present his locks to the god
in his temple.
(Life in India, p. 153, pub. 1855)

;r-r,v 20
C S;Mmhu‘#rzessms
SIKH REUGIONj
. (N
AND HA[R1

“Every year thousands of
people who visit the temple

toLordVenk...,inkeepingwith 8
the centuries-old tradition.
Pilgrims to Tirumala usually
offer the hair on their head
to the Lord as a devotional
offering. Persons in need of the assistance of
the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit
the temple, offer their hair at the Kalyana Katta -
special hall erected for this purpose. It is believed
that hair offering establishes a bond between
the man and the deity to whom it is offered.”
(Tirumala Temple, p 172-173)

A Study of Pilgrimage Tourlsm

Thimmappa Valmiki

“By some ancient peoples
human sacrifice was regarded
as the only worthy sacrifice.
Various rites of finger cutting,
hair cutting, and bloodletting
are no doubt connected with
sacrifice....In their origin, the
hair offering and offering
of one’s own blood are
precisely similar in meaning.
But the blood offering is too
barbarous to be retained as an
ordinary act of religion. The hair offering, on the other
hand, which involved nothing offensive to civilized
feelings continued to play an importan partin religion.”

(The New Life, by Arthur H. Daniels, p 17, pub. 1893)

NI Arthur Hill Daniels

The new life
A study

of regeneration

“Ancient Hindu literature stipulates that a man must be ready to offer his head
in the service of god. It is not known for certain when and why the Hindus
began to offer their hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably, at
some stage, religious rituals somehow got associated with hair which began
to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice. In Triputi temple, south
of india, and in many other such temples hair is offered to the goddess as

an offering.”

. (quote from the book, Sikh Religion And Hair, by G.S. Sidhu, pub. 2008)



EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO “WHAT YOU DIDN'T KNOW
ABOUT HAIR EXTENSIONS”, (December 1, 2017).

Newscaster: “Beautiful Hair. The desire of so many women and the reason for
increased consumer demand for high quality hair extensions. Customized hair
extensions as unique as the women who wear them.

Colors, textures, lengths, an incredible variety all ethically sourced and traceable.
But where does it come from? And how does it become the world’s best

extensions?
Everything begins on the other side of the globe- India.

Although there is distance between us and this emerging country, we have
something important in common. No other hair has such similarity to North
American and European hair then Indian hair.

And nowhere else in the world is it donated voluntarily in such quantities. Long hair
here in India has a particular importance. Indian women cut off and donate their
hair several times in their life. Thousands of women go to the temples to sacrifice
their hair, they do this zﬁd_evcrci_qrﬂgt_h_gi_r_ggclor goddess. They say goodbye

to what was so important to them for years- their hair. It is an ancient ritual

to sacrifice one’s hair, often whole families do it, even men
and children. We can see it among all social groups, even
the wealthy do it.”

@ What Yeu Didet K Abou Mok Extensiens -

Indian woman: “Two

times | have done hair
tonsuring. It was for
devotion. | had a
prayer for my family
for a business

prosperity so that is
M

why | havé given my

hair to the god.”

fora busines'érosperity so that is why
| have given my hair1o the God




