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'"The plaintiffs (T. T. D. Board and others) did not want to prevent the appellants 9
from carrying out their trade. There was no objection to the appellants running their
shaving saloons on Tirumala Hills and carrying on the profession of hair-cutting
and hairdressing of anyone who visited their saloons. There did not deem to be any
objection to the appellants shaving the heads of their customers but the only thing
they were not entitled to do, according to the plaintiffs, was to shave the heads
of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their hair to the deity as offering.
Therefore what the plaintiffs wanted was not an exclusive right to carry on the
profession of a barber. So all that the plaintiffs wanted was, an injunction
restraining the defendants from inducing the pilgrims to believe that they were
offering their hair on their heads to the diety when they got their heads shaved by
the appellants and other defendants.
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Therefore it appeared to him that the plaintiffs had a prima facie case that the 10
mirasidars were entitled exclusively to shave the heads of the pilgrim-votaries who
wished to offer the hair on their heads to the deity in discharge of their vowes and
the temple was entitled to control shaving of the heads of pilgrim-votaries and

collect the hair which was endowed to the deity.

'After dealing with the various points raised by the advocated of both sides, the
Judge stated that it appeared to him that the balance of convenience was in favour
of issuing the injunction, and so he dismissed the appeal petition with costs.
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4. TTY, an organization to help those who want to research the rituals of the
temple: “One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by
god... It is not mandatory that people have to give their hair to god
before entering the temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT impure...
Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to god directly.”
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5. Gotirupati website: quotes the legend, and finishes off that the idol said
“he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati
belongs to N”’d. Giving our hair to god is a symbol of leaving our ego”

6. Pilgrim in video (1): “Selling (the hair) in the market...that is a business,
I know very well. But my mindset is I am coming, I am shaving my hairs, |
am giving it to god. This is my mindset, my heartset and when I am shaving
I am praying for the gods”

7. “INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES” documentary “In this temple in Southern
India, thousands of devotees are preparing to make a rather unusual offering.
Some of them have waited years for this moment. Growing their hair before
giving it to the gods. It is a sacred ritual for millions of hindus.”

8. Documentary “Just Extensions” by Ms. Riqua Hailes. One pilgrim says
“god has the scar. The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar. And
than god gives (blessing) to her. The pilgrim will come here, they will give
their hair. Than the hair will be... on his scar.”

9. Documentary “Good Hair” from Chris Rock “When he fulfilled my
desires, I promised him I’d give him my hair.”

10. “Entanglement, Emma Tarlo pg. 82: "Hair is a woman’s beauty,” a
woman with shoulder-length hair tells us as we step outside. “‘When she
gives it to god, her beauty goes straight to him.”

11. “The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V.
Russell pg. 36: "Another case of the hair offering is that made in fulfilment
of a vow or at a temple, in this case the hair appears to be a gift-offering
which is made to the god representing the life and strength of the donor".
12. From Eidus of R* G. West — That the pilgrims explained to him that the
offering of hair is identical to the coconut offering, and that hair is not
impure.

13. Priest 1: From a conversation R* G. West had with a priest: “If you offer,
this means, we are offering the head, like that, It’s symbolic for the head
offering, head is the beatification... symbolic of the beautification that is the
symbolic of the hair offering... it is looking like head offering.”

14. Priest 2: “That is why the people all over India come to temple and offer
their hair to god and god receives the hair as a holy sacrifice. Why,
because offering coconut and other things that are not part of the body and
they considered as prasada (offering food to god). But hair offering is from
the body that to it [the body], it is the beauty of the person. By offering them
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he shows it is a sacrifice to the god, and god also considers it as a Holy
Sacrifice.”

15. Priest 4: “...Originally, he is a live (living) god who came from
Vaikuntha and became a statue here... While coming to...he met an accident
with a cow herd, he throw the axe...Axe make a wound here. At that time
he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to him. That’s the reason we
are shaving the hairs here.”

16. Priest 6: “there is a purpose of tonsuring. It is the practice, it is the
custom, it is the practice started in Tirupati which has now... Correct,
correct. [ want so many things... If someone’s giving me something free and
if I donate that... I got it free I’'m returning it back so that doesn’t, it’s not
a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But something which I earn myself, I put my
effort and I earned something and from that earning, if I’'m giving it 100%
that’s a real sacrifice.”

17. Priest 7: “In our tradition the Lord Venkat---- has got an injury of his
head. one of his, like uh his beauty, lady beauty called Ne—De-- [Q: She
gave her hair?] Yes, Than he said in Telugu that who gives the hair...”

18. Priest 8: “...Yeah, that means we already offered to god. We already give
it to the god.”

19. Priest 9: “And the women are giving hair for their own desire to give to
Bal... their hair, for their good luck, for their health, a lot of things... Like
an offering, yeah. So in that way you're giving something to Bala....”

20. Priest 10: “Even in different big temples all over India, they go give
their hair like a sacrifice.”

21. Priest 11: “Q: But do they feel that they're giving the hair to the deity?
A: To the god, yes! Q: Do they think in their minds that they are doing it
for the deity, that he accepts the hair? A: Yes, yes. Exactly! Exactly!

22. Priest 12: “People giving hair to Bal... because Bala.. has a bald spot...
Had accident got hit with the axe. Ne”’d donate to Bala... That’s why people
give to the lord... people giving the hair, that belongs to Ned..vi.”
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12 We take a pledge with the idol that If a particular work is completed, I will
come and submit my hair (talaneelaalu) to you. Suppose we could not go to the
idol at that time. Some obstruction may be formed. Some people will cut their hair
and keep them tied in a cloth. One Yellow cloth, one copper coin, these hair...keep
them all in a cloth and keep that tied cloth aside. Generally what he does is, when
he feels convenient, he will reach idol along with this hair tied in a cloth mudupu
and drop the same in the Hundi... Whether in villages or cities, after tonsure, tying
the cut hair in a cloth and offering them in the Hundi, offering whatever they have
according to their status...all this is going on from ages. Whatever it may be, it all

goes to Him. There is no doubt in it
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Ethnographic Notes in Southern India" by Edgar Thurston (book published in 13
n37vma YapY o1 Mpni o1vxn 1906)
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surrender
verb
surrender verb (ACCEPT DEFEAT) .1
:to stop fighting and admit defeat
surrender verb (GIVE) .2
to give something that is yours to someone else because you have been forced to
:do so or because it is necessary to do so
:Mpma 15
Samarpinchu means "to offer respectfully. For example, when we offer something
to god, we say, "THVE HsHBy0tH WA (dEviniki samarpinchu saamagri')
meaning the material being offered to god.
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Samarpinchu - to offer, to offer with respect, with bhakti (devotion)

Arpana - to give, samarpana - to give with faith, devotion, happiness
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Mokku, a telugu word, means 17

1. Promise to offer something what you have to a deity (god) in temple,

that can be money, gold, hair or any other.

2. Mokku also in the form of an act in a temple

3. Mokku as a verb refers to touching the feet of elders or some one

whom we worship
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((TAJVE: oot | B'E-GU?'-HE-, an offering of the hair of the head shaved off and presented
to an idol in fulfilment of a vow.
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Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage by Dr. Thimmappa Valmiki 19
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Reena Puri: You guys seem to be really stuck on the tonsuring I am 62 years 21
old and I've heard this story when I grew up, so I don't think it is 15 years old
As with all legends and myths some sources are clear whereas others may have 22
come through the oral tradition till someone noted it down somewhere. But this is
the most quoted story regarding the shaving of head at Tirupati. Yes, most
devotees who have their heads shaved do know the story and believe in it.
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.23
Q: Did you actually know about the legend of N"d when you were growing up?
Do you know if your parents and grandparents knew about it?
A:
1. From my college days (since the 1950's) I have been visiting the Temple of lord
venka--- as I studied in one of the colleges run by the TTD in Tirupathi. Since then
I have been hearing about many of the legends connected to Lord Venkat--- of
Tirupathi including the legend about N"d.
2. There is no possibility for my parents or grand parents to know about this
particular legend as we belong to the state of Kerala in India. This temple is located
in Andhra Pradesh in India and the Lord is the family Deity of most of them. So
those who belong to this State and who are of the age of my parents and
grandparents may be knowing about it.
24 . As far as my knowledge about the legend of N"d is concerned it is quite old.
Whether this is found in any Purana I really do not know because the Puranas that
I have gone through does not mention it. Most probably there is some indirect
reference to this legend. I have not spent much time in knowing the source of the
legends connected with Lord Venkate--- as I felt that such probe is not relevant.
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he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or:Yxx1
Tirupati belongs to N"d
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Q: You give the hair to lord Bala..? First goes to Bala.., and Bala.. give to 26
nee--di?... So, they are giving to Bala.., but Bala.. giving to N"d?

A: If you offer for bala--, bal-- give to Nee"d... They pray [to] god, that all the
offerings should be given to n"d only. After cutting the hair, cut your hair in
Tirumala, that all the hair goes to n"d account.
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Q: If the point is shaving to the idol, why don't you tonsure in the temple itself? 28

Is it because there is not enough space?

A: In the past, all these were used to be within temple gopurams. Whereas, during

the years thereafter, the human population is going on growing. The devotees'

number is also correspondingly increased. In the later days, this is being going on

distancing away. As it is mainly keeping the interests of the devotees without

disturbing the Hindu customs, they are distanced and to provide better

conveniences is our responsibility.

Q: Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a 29

picture of the gods? A: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave

Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.
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This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and 30
also because no offerings are made in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do
not get even a second to stand in front of the Deity.

We can offer anywhere in Tirupati. In Kalyana Katta (place to offer hair), and 31
we can see idols everywhere in kalyana katta..so it is the same image and won't
make any difference where we offer Only difference here is they don't do "pooja"
(worship).just by saying govin-- we offer our prayers.

32 Q: Are the icons & idols in the tonsuring hall the same as the big idol on the
main temple...?

A: This Venkat--a Swamy statue is all the same in all places. 'yeka hastam
katinchaivaa vamee shankam sarichhame dakshane chakra hastamcha yekam
vaikunta hastakam peetambadharam devam naanaa alankaara shobhitam
alrmelmanga samyuktham venkatesham mahambhaje'. The idol, picture, statue of
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the Lord Venkateswara Swamy will be the same qualities as given above. No
change should be done with it.
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33
Mahabharata Section CXXXVI
And being thus seized with passion, the great sage of a highly irascible temper, tore
off a matted lock of his hair, and with holy mantras, offered it as a sacrifice on the
sacred fire. At this, there sprang out of it a female exactly resembling his
daughter-in-law.
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Regarding offering of hair by devotees in main hundi inside temple, some 36
devotees believe that to express their gratitude, they offer very small quantity of
hair and wrap it in a yellow piece of cloth (usually dipped in turmeric and then
dried which acts as disinfectant) and offer in hundi. While clearing the hundi
collections, the concerned authorities will segregate this type of offerings and send

it separately to the human hair auctions wing to carryout further process.
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