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(Tirupati) 'vo1n'va 2120 "IN

(Suprabhatam) nvna1oI0

0107211 (Prapatti) '0919 ,(Suprabhatam) DVN2T9I0 7w DY'WN 'MA D'M7ITA P12 TN

D'Y 190N W (Tallapaka Annamacharya) n"Dnix npo0 7w RK¥KR¥I (Mangalasasanam)
DNVITDION |NTA D'NdIAN D'T'oNN .(Annamacharya) N*dNIX 7w (sankeertana) 010"j7I0NN
7NN 7w [Nox- ]| (Suprabhata Darsanam) DXIXOXT NUNQDION NKX 7277 D™D (Suprabhatam)
.(Viswarupa Sarvadarsanam) DXIXNOIXTRINXO NONKIIOI DA X710

(Kalyanotsavam) nxiovnx';z

2x1n'0 "T9d IX (Vaivahikotsavam) DKRINOULIZ'ANIRID DA VIT' (Kalyanotsavam) DXIOUNN'7{?
N7 omIT 17w Dan79n1 (Kalyana Mandapam) DROXTI NIX'™72 w1 KIN .(Pendli Tirunal)
TN 'RIYI NN20N2 0'YXANNN

nYI NNN RIn (Malayappaswami "aRIIOROXR"M) 78N 7w [709 -] (utsava murti) '01IM N2OVINN
NNOWN YV X171 |N7190 17002 N0 My [0 [P0 9w aimn 1A 709- J(nachchimar) omn'y'yvan
ANTIN? D' TTYN 7Y 2T

Va1 70 0T DR DT NIKY7 007 Nm L J17' 07 YXNRA QUKD DT 7R DT D119 INNN 7Y NIfRNIERN
['RIYIN DX Y D .(homam) DnIn 'RIWI DDV 0N 1710 UKD 7TAn NI'NaN D'RNNN
JNNN DY ,0N07190 N DX DANINN DX Y¥A7 1D TN [nn-] (archaka) N’y

N1I'WpT .(archaka) nE'¥IX71 [ND71 INNY1 NP7 7Y Y702 D'TAQ D7AVIN 'RIYIN NKRY

N7X7 0'P72Inn1 NINERY D'y [imi nay ,0'pnnn . T'RONN 'RmMn 01'nnNaY7 [ 0a N1 (Dakshina)
DX20LVNNR'??7 NNT (Pratyeka Kalyanotsavam) DNANOULIKR™p NPU'RID L|N7I19 'MIN2 .0'NDNN
.(Kalyanotsavam)

N0 n'miv

M0 7w Axin non 11'0 (Tomala) N'MIv .0'N1vA RN VIY'P NX 771D (Tomala Seva) N20 N'7NIV
'XIIV-UXIINKRA DD D'NI9N T .(0'NN9 MM RN vIw'e) (‘Toditta Malai) "K7xn nOTIV' 7'V
DIIPN ,D'YNNYN 0N 0'NN9N 'A107 TWKA D'YIAR DI'OXN DN NNIoN? DkNNA .(Yamunat-turai)
"APRN 7Y IR UTPNN 7w (periya jiyar) AR 090 .0MTH INI

.(jeghanta) nvaNA'an axp 172 ,N2I7NNA WA T'9%7 DY TN' DTA DX XN 17Y (ekangi)

NIN'ROQ (Mantra- pushpam) DXOSWID NIVINN NN7PITAY [AT2 ,0'NN9] TR NOWIZA NINITRN
.(Sayana Mandapam) DXOXTINN

NPRTNLVINN NTNN ,(nakshatra-harati) 'ORIRN-TORWZID WITD NAN72 912912 NNY'NON N7'9NN
22107 n'7'onn NX wrTENN [DPNL,[nwnan-] (vinjamara) X mx' 1N 99 [o'wite om-] (mantrodaka)
[Tn7n-] (ekangi) "apxa 11w (Vaikhasana) NIXOXNP'NIN N> N7'9ONN NTA 98N 7w o1vI7n

.(Vaikuntam) DXOLIP'XIN N DNNA T NWONR (Tomala Seva) N20 N7n107 NO'dN

(Koil Alwar Thirumanjanam) DXIX'2IXNIN'O WNIR 71
YXINN XIN .YITP DI7Nna y¥annn opou 11'n (Koil Alwar Thirumanjanam) DNXINAIXAMN'O IRIINR 7'

DXANOVINNNAN ,(Aanivari Asthanam) [NAIXVONR "INQIN ,(Ugadi) "TRAIXK 197 — MW D'NYS YIIX
.(Vaikuntha Ekadashi) '"&XTPX nONPR'INI 'MwN (Brahmotsavam)
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DXO'T DXTINNARN 7710 D'0MI9N IRYI INIF NNVPZN NFINITRD L [IWRIN [1MYON 71X7% TNKY7
1 1 1 1 n . 1 1 aghandam deepam

'ON 1IN NOoIDNA 78N 7W N'WRIN NINRD .MTzn XN DNavim wiTpn 1TNAa (aghandam deep
.om%

(1o karpooram) DXII9KP (kumkum) Dignip 79 N'wpdg anwnl nion WITgn Tnn
NN ,NN AT INXR? .N9¥NE NMPNN ,NNED 7Y NN (710 Yy nnwn) (chandanam) DRXIRTIX'XI
N1 (Laghu Thirumanjanam) DXIXNNN'O 1NA701 ,00M NINZRA 7V 07 'oNn 9NN .DNINV

S7¥'7¥n W IMysn TWUKRD |ITN TR YXIN 7X7 .(Bhoga Srinivasa) NOX2'1"M0 NAIA71 N'URIN NINITXY

(Pavitrotsavam) DXAXOUVINV'AND

INT2 NN NY2Asnl NI'fyon 7V 1937 X'nIM1un In'o o7V 11'n (Pavitrotsavam) ONXANOULUNUL'ANS
NIV TN VOIAIR UTIND N2NNN2 YXANN a1t T'25nN JINR? nmimiern nTaon

(Pushpa Yagam) nxax' nowio

V2 XN .D"MINM D'NN9I DPRnn uan 77 77 nTaon xin (Pushpa Yagam) pxax' noswio
DXIXOLINNNAN WNKY7 DI' (sravana nakshatram) DXIUXRWY?I NINANI0D
.(Brahmotsavam)

'YX

NNNINIORNNO DA NXIN ,NIWURIN (Archana) NMI'¥IXN 170N nawrRIn (Archana) na'¥Nn
DXNNXIXIORNRON DI7PT ™'Y 87 01210 ,(Sahasranama Archana) N1'¥IX

DXLIP'NRIN N NN T nyx¥ann (Archana) N1'¥IX? nodN .(7xn ninw 1008) (Sahasranamam)
.(Vaikuntam)

DX'TRI'NY 01N (wnY? 987 (imn nyxn) lwrkdn (Naivedyam) DXRYTRI'RIN INT C[IWRIN |INYOD
DM 190N DI7{7T) (Sattumura) NIMIVXO IMIAPYA ,01INYON WA 71X "y 70N (Naivedyam)
OUNI® N'NN'YR NANIYNRINE NTIY IR Jiyangar IXA'an "y Prabandham DXNTIXNAXN9N 7@

.0N"" Ymn 27n2 27iyn i npitni,(Vaishnava Acharya purushas

D1IMyonN 71¥7x .(Nityasuries) D"1ox'0"1 (Garuda) nTNa ,(Vishwaksena) n10XIW'17 DA yxin It
TPNAN 7Y [IURIN 1NV IIX7IDI9 [DIX] DWIT DR TI'NKINI

DX'TRI'RIN 11'N NAI9RNIRINOX IX WD [INYON 71X7x 1w (Archana) NI'YIRI QWD [INYon 71X9x
NNNINIRVINVWRN D'RI71 TWKRD W (Archana) N1'¥IX K2 I'MIApya 7R7 un

n7'on NIt .(Varaha Purana NIX119 XNXIRI D'Y'9IM DNY 90 780 Ninw 108) (Ashthottaranama)
.IN7197 D*TY NI'NY% D'YAIN D' 7200 211, (N'019) (ekantam) DRVIEN

(Abhishekam) DXpRW'NAN

T ,NINTRIN NIYWA Ny¥ann (Sri Venkateswara) NnIXI0011 N0 787 (Abhishekam) DRPRYNAX
RULUN:E

NIRIOL 7X7 WITR VAINK D07 NIN 7Y 2701 NDYT ,'MNION 'WAL DYIAN 1I9NPA YIN'Y NWY)
.(Venkateswara)

JYM 7Y TTINA 2T 022 1 NIYYNKRA YN (780 Nxn 7y 27 ' m'o) (namam) DXNARIN
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NnNTA ™8 yxIan (Abhishekam) DpPXW'NAX :(prabandhams) D'mXaTIXAXIONI (Vedas) OXRTIN MW
DXLPIO NON N'W 717 ,17W NTNN 7V AT MWW NN WK (Sri Lakshmi) 'mawp? Mo 7w anmn
D19njm (harati) *OXIRN 919101 91021 .(Sri-Suktam)

.Y 27 DMIvYal (pitambaram) DXINANKV'OY WATIN 7RN

D'YIT?? D'awn DN ;(Abhisheka Tirtham) DXNVMV NPW'NARN DN 7RN 9IAN0 D'9O0XIN [NOVYTA N
DNXINOOINTNIINON [AT2 7200 "71¥%7 NIKM NIYI] D'WAIN DN .I912 DY VAN I'n DAl NI
.(theerthams) D'mXNLY'VN NX XN (Sarvadarsanam)

anm .4:00 nywa 7NN '¥N1 YW Y IR RID L'WY D TR W (Abhishekam) DXPWTNAN
q90n 1 .(0TX7) 150.00-1 300.00 ,750.00 ,12,250.00 2'nna 0'0rvd 1WOIW INKT7 01007 D'WINYT
(Archana) n1'¥xI (Tomala Seva) Nn20 NIV .(Abhishekam) DRPRY'NANYT 79110 D'0'VID 7w 722N

.08:00 w1 07:00 hywa 7nn 'w'w D12 0D

(Unjal Seva) na0 7'ax

(Sridevi) 210 (‘NN NIOVIX utsava murthi) (Sri Malayappaswami) MNIIOXOXR'R7NA MO
XN7 TaTnl (NIXMn 071I8) (Aina Mahal) 7nn D'k (unjal) 7'aka pawrr (Bhudevi) faTinal
.(Mangala Vadyam) ox'TI n'2211 (Vedaparayanam) DXIX'RINOXTIN

(Vasanthotsavam) DNANOLINVINONI

DNVIRONIN WTINQ 2AN1N 'N9IPN AN INT .0'YAYX AN 1'0 (Vasanthotsavam) DNAXOVINVIXONI
.(vasantham)

(Sahasra Deepalankarana Seva) N20 NIXIXFIN'INOD'T NNOXNNO

NNIN2 NIT (Mandapam) DXOXRTINAN .(Unjal Mandapam) DXOXTINA 7'21I1K2 W1 (seva) N1on
NNTYa 1A (unjal) 721k 72y awr 78N .(DrN™ NN 97x) (sahasra deepa) N9'T NNOXNON
017 NN '

(omn mn) (Sallimpu ix Sadalimpu) 19n"7x0 IX 190770

NIRIIOLAI RN DY DNY'WYN DNI0'YNI D'WIA7Y 'wmn M2 (Tiruppavada) XTRIX9IN'O

DXINIVINI 'OINT) QIYN DIN'IMI1 DN0IN DN 7ITAaN DRP7N ,0TIZN 'WW DI D'uvIN (Venkateswara)
n"9o1N) (Sallimpu) 191"7X0 IX (Sadalimpu) 190*78TO X171 Oj7VN 1912 72V IRWIN (uttariyam dhoti
.N7120 N"ONN NN'722 wa7m 7xn .(non IR

.T272 27 o N'RkwN 2 DA Yom (7N nxn 7y In'o) (kasturi) Miovpn
(*¢'nan 1) (Pulangi Seva) n10 1719
D'NID M2 NoPDN RN NINYXR ,'wn ' (Naivedyam) DXTA'RINI 212 (puja) N'alon INKY?

INT .(Pulangi Seva) N10 1719 X171 — O'N19N TNI'MA — N7 VIY'P .I'72201 NND |2 D'YINYNN
.DI7¥UN T2 NONIN NN L(D17WNA N10) (arjitha seva) N10 XNV™AIX
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Arjitha Brahmotsavam) nxaxovinnia xnv"ax
(Arj

NdWI .O'WTNAN IT'R |IN2 DX¥NIXA 91X TNX DI' |WNa )W) (Brahmotsavam) DNAXOLVINNNA
Man YY1 (utsava murti '0NIN NAROVIR) (Sri Malayappaswami) MNXIIORON'R7XA M07 NT20
NWI7w 2y 20 M XIN1 DINYI91 NIFTE NNV NIY¥NR] (Kalyana Mandapam) DXOXTIN NIR'7X{72
DXIXNNI NTNA ,ANTIN (Pedda Sesha Vahanam) DXIXNNI NWOI NT9) — (vahanams) D'MNINANDNI

.(qoom (Hanumantha Vahanam) DXIXNXI NVIXNINI 90dIN (Garuda Vahanam)

.(Kalyanotsavam) OXANOUNK'7ZXPN INX7 W) (seva) Nawn
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Rituals of Worship in Tirupati

Suprabhatam

Every morning the Suprabhatam, Prapatti and Mangalasasanam slokas are recited, and a descendant
of Tallapaka Annamacharya sings a few of Annamacharya's sankeertanas. Devotees present at the
time of Suprabhatam can have the Lord's Suprabhata Darsanam, also called Viswarupa
Sarvadarsanam.

Kalyanotsavam

Kalyanotsavam is also known as Vaivahikotsavam or Pendli Tirunal. It is conducted in the Kalyana
Mandapam and its rituals are similar to those followed in Hindu marriages.

The utsava murti of the Lord (Malayappaswami) is the bridegroom and the two nachchimars are the
two brides. An imaginary family pedigree of the contracting parties is recited during the course of the
ritual.

The deities of the bridegroom and brides face each other with a screen in between. They are allowed
to see each other only at the appropriate auspicious moment when the screen is removed. Marriage
homams are performed. A purohit conducts the marriage and an archaka is consecrated to perform

the homams and other rituals, on behalf of the bridegroom.

After the marriage, valuable clothes are presented to the brides and the bridegroom and to the
purohit and the archaka. Dakshina is also given to the brahmins who officiate at the function.
Sweets, cake and food are offered to the deity and distributed to those who are present. In terms of
rituals, Pratyeka Kalyanotsavam is the same as Kalyanotsavam.

Tomala Seva

Tomala Seva involves the decoration of the Lord with flowers. Tomala is the shortened form of the
Tamil expression 'Toditta Malai' (adorning the deity with garlands of flowers). The flower garlands
are prepared in Yamunat-turai. According to tradition, there are fixed specifications as to the kinds of
flowers to be used, their source and the length of the garlands. The periya jiyar of the temple or his
ekangi bring the garlands along with a lit torch in a procession, to the accompaniment of the beat of
the jeghanta.

The deity is then adorned with the flowers , while the Mantra- pushpam is recited in the Sayana
Mandapam.

The service comes to a close with the waving of the flame known as nakshatra-harati, the sprinkling
of mantrodaka, waving of vinjamara, and the priest dedicating the service to the lotus feet of the
Lord. During the service, the Vaikhasana priest is assisted by the ekangi. Admission for Tomala Seva
is through the Vaikuntam Queue Complex.

Koil Alwar Thirumanjanam
Koil Alwar Thirumanjanam is a purificatory ceremony that takes place in the sanctum. It is
performed four times a year - before Ugadi, Aanivari Asthanam, the annual Brahmotsavam and

Vaikuntha Ekadashi.

After the first bell, the smaller deities and other articles including the aghandam deepam in the
sanctum are moved to the ante chamber. the main deity of the Lord is covered with water-proof
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material.

The sanctum is then cleansed and a ground paste of kumkum, karpooram (camphor) and
chandanam (sandalwood paste) is applied to the walls, ceiling and floor. After some time, the walls
are wipred clean. The water-proof covering on the deity is removed, and Laghu Thirumanjanam is
given to the main deity and Bhoga Srinivasa. Food is then offered to the Lord during the second bell.

Pavitrotsavam

Pavitrotsavam is a purificatory ceremony, the objective of which is to expiate the mistakes and
offenses arising in the daily worship of the deity. This function is elaborately performed in the month
of August every year.

Pushpa Yagam

Pushpa Yagam is the worship of the Lord with a variety of sweets and fragrant flowers. It is
conducted on sravana nakshatram day after Brahmotsavam.

Archana

First Archana: During the First Archana, also called the Sahasranama Archana, the Lord is
worshipped by reciting the Sahasranamam (1008 names of the Lord). Admission for Archana is
through the Vaikuntam Queue Complex.

First Bell: This is the first Naivedyam (food offering) to the Lord for the day. Naivedyam is
announced by ringing the two bells, followed by Sattumura (recitation of a few psalms of the
Prabandham by the Jiyangar or his assistant and the Vaishnava Acharya purushas), and the

distribution of curd-mixed food among them.

Food is also offered to to Vishwaksena, Garuda and the Nityasuries. The ringing of bells and
Naivedyam are popularly known as the First Bell of the temple.

Second Bell and Second Archana: The Second Bell or Aparanhapuja is the second Naivedyam for the
Lord. It is followed by a second Archana when the Ashthottaranama (108 names of the Lord as given
in the Varaha Purana) is read. This is an ekantam (private) service, and pilgrims are not allowed to
witness this ritual.

Abhishekam

Abhishekam to the Lord Sri Venkateswara is performed in the early hours, every Friday.

Traditional natural perfumed camphor, saffron, and milk are used for giving a sacred bath to Lord
Venkateswara

The namam (white religious mark on the Lord's forehead) is drawn with an intermediate thin
tapering line of musk.

Chanting of Vedas and prabandhams: Abhishekam is then performed for the gold image of Sri
Lakshmi which hangs in a gold chain on His chest, to the chanting of Sri-Suktam. And at the end, a
harati of camphor is waved.

The Lord is dressed in a pitambaram and valuable ornaments.
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The saffron water collected from the Lord's body is the Abhisheka Tirtham; it is considered to be holy
since it has been in contact with His body. It is given in small spoonfuls to the pilgrims during the
Sarvadarsanam that follows as theerthams.

Abhishekam is conducted every Friday, it lasts approxiamately for one and half hours from 0400 hrs.
Holders of Rs. 12,250.00, Rs. 750.00, Rs. 300.00 and Rs. 150.00 (per head) tickets are admitted.
Only a limited number of tickets are issued for Abhishekam. On Friday, Tomala Seva and Archana
are conducted from 0700 hrs to 0800 hrs .

Unjal Seva

Sri Malayappaswami (utsava murthi), Sridevi and Bhudevi are seated in an unjal in the Aina Mahal
(Hall of Mirrors) and swung to the accompaniment of Vedaparayanam and Mangala Vadyam.
Vasanthotsavam

Vasanthotsavam is a festival of colours. It is a periodical festival celebrated in the month of
vasantham.

Sahasra Deepalankarana Seva

This seva is performed in the Unjal Mandapam. The Mandapam glows with the lights of sahasra
deepa (a thousand earthern lamps). The Lord is seated on an unjal, which is rocked gently to the
accompaniment of a clarinet orchestra.

Sadalimpu or Sallimpu (on Thursdays)

Tiruppavada, on Thursday, the rich garments and ornaments with which Lord Venkateswara is
adorned on the previous Friday are, to a large extent, removed and a bare minimum (dhoti and
uttariyam) is left on His body. This process is called Sadalimpu or Sallimpu (loosening or removing).

The Lord is dressed in a laced velvet gown.

The kasturi (mark on the Lord's forehead) is also removed leaving only a thin mark

Pulangi Seva (on Thursdays)

After the evening puja and Naivedyam on Thursdays, the Lord's deity is covered with garlands of
flowers extending from the crown to His feet. This decoration - exclusively with flowers - is called
Pulangi Seva. This is an arjitha seva (paid seva), admission for which is given on the payment of a
fee.

Arjitha Brahmotsavam

Brahmotsavam is performed for one day in an abridged manner within the temple precincts. Sri
Malayappaswami (utsava murti) with His two consorts is worshipped in the Kalyana Mandapam with
Vedic mantras and rituals and mounted on three vahanams - (golden Pedda Sesha Vahanam, silver

Garuda Vahanam and silver Hanumantha Vahanam).

This seva is performed after Kalyanotsavam.

http://balaji.sudarshana.org/tirupati-sevas-pujas.htm
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Suprabhatam

Nijapada Darshanam

Suddhi
Thomala Seva

Kolu or Darbar

First Archana

First Bell

Sarva Darshan

Second Bell
Sarva Darshan
Suddhi.

Night Kainkaryam
Sarva Darshan

Ekanta Seva

Daily Rituals at the Tirumala Temple

Rendering of the awakening song.
Exposing the Lord's feet for Darshan.
Cleaning of the Sanctum.

Renewal of flowers adorning the Lord.

Kolu Srinivasa presides at Mani Mantapa. After Dana the
Panchangam for the day is read out and the Jeer's accountant
announces the previous day's Hundi collection.

Sahasranama Archana performed with Nakshatra and Karpura
Aarati.

After Suddhi, Bali and Sattumora performed.

Free Darshan of the Lord and distribution of Prasadam to
devotees.

After Suddhi, Kainkaryam - food offering to the Lord.
Free Darshan of the Lord.

Cleaning of the sanctum for the night Kainkaryam.
Thomala Seva, Archana and Naivedyam performed.
Free Darshan of the Lord.

Putting the Lord to bed in a cradle.

http://www.sribalaji.com/sevas-rituals.htm
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Weekly Variations

Suddhi

After the completion of Viswarupa Sarvadarsanam, a screen is placed at the Bangaru Vakili and Suddhi is
conducted in the sanctum sanctorum. All the flower decorations of the Dhruva Murti are removed and the
vessels required for the puja are cleaned.

According to Agamic rules, all flowers except those used to adorn Vishwaksena are thrown into a well so
that they cannot be reused. This is known as Nirmalya Sodhana. Meanwhile, water for the puja is
brought from the Akasaganga waterfalls.The water is used for the forenoon puja, the evening puja and for
the Brahma Aradhana (conducted after the temple gates are closed for the night).

Koluvu

During this seva, the idol of Koluvu Srinivasa, is seated in a gilt chair under the canopy of a gilt umbrella
(presented by the Maharaja of Mysore), and holds a koluvu or darbar.

The idol is offered a mixture of fried and crushed gingelly seeds and jaggery. The income of the
previous day is read out to the Lord, followed by the reading of the astronomical details from the
panchangam (Indian almanac) for the previous, current and the following days

First Bell

This is the first Naivedyam (food offering) to the Lord for the day. Naivedyam is announced by ringing
the two bells, followed by Sattumura (recitation of a few psalms of the Prabandham by the Jiyangar or his
assistant and the Vaishnava Acharya purushas), and the distribution of curd-mixed food among them.
Food is also offered to Vishwaksena, Garuda and the Nityasuries. The ringing of bells and Naivedyam are
popularly known as the First Bell of the temple.

Second Bell and Second Archana

The Second Bell or Aparanhapuja is the second Naivedyam for the Lord. It is followed by a second
Archana when the Ashthottaranama (108 names of the Lord as given in the Varaha Purana) is read. This
is an ekantam (private) service, and pilgrims are not allowed to witness this ritual.

The cherupulu and panyarams paid for by devotees are offered to the Lord. A certain quantity of the
offerings are kept back, while the rest is returned to the devotees.

Sarvadarsanam

During this period, pilgrims can have darshan of the Lord, at no cost. Pilgrims are requested to complete
their darshan as quickly as possible, to ensure that the queue moves at a reasonably fast pace.

During Sarvadarsanam, festivals like Kalyanotsavam, Brahmotsavam, Vasanthotsavam, Unjal Seva paid
for by grihasthas are conducted.

Night Kainkaryams
The Night Kainkaryams or pujas comprise the Tomala Seva, Archana and Naivedyam.

Sadalimpu or Sallimpu (on Thursdays)

On Thursday, the rich garments and ornaments with which Lord Venkateswara is adorned on the previous
Friday are, to a large extent, removed and a bare minimum (dhoti and uttariyam) is left on His body. This
process is called Sadalimpu or Sallimpu (loosening or removing). The Lord is dressed in a laced velvet
gown.

The kasturi (mark on the Lord's forehead) is also removed leaving only a thin mark.

http://www.tirupati.org/sevas_main.htm
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Thomala Seva

Thomala Seva involves the decoration of the Lord with flowers. Tomala is the shortened form of the
Tamil expression '"Toditta Malai' (adorning the deity with garlands of flowers).

The flower garlands are prepared in Yamunat-turai. According to tradition, there are fixed specifications
as to the kinds of flowers to be used, their source and the length of the garlands. The periya jiyar of the
temple or his ekangi bring the garlands along with a lit torch in a procession, to the accompaniment of the
beat of the jeghanta.

The deity is then adorned with the flowers , while the Mantra-pushpam is recited in the Sayana

Mandapam.

The service comes to a close with the waving of the flame known as nakshatra-harati, the sprinkling of
mantrodaka, waving of vinjamara, and the priest dedicating the service to the lotus feet of the Lord.
During the service, the Vaikhasana priest is assisted by the ekangi.

Admission for Tomala Seva is through the Vaikuntam Queue Complex.

First Archana

During the First Archana, also called the Sahasranama Archana, the Lord is worshipped by reciting the
Sahasranamam (1008 names of the Lord). Admission for Archana is through the Vaikuntam Queue
Complex.

Abhishekam

Abhishekam to the Lord Sri Venkateswara is performed in the early hours, every Friday.

Traditional natural perfumed camphor, saffron, and milk are used for giving a sacred bath to Lord
Venkateswara

The namam (white religious mark on the Lord's forehead) is drawn with an intermediate thin tapering line
of musk. Chanting of Vedas and prabandhams

Abhishekam is then performed for the gold image of Sri Lakshmi which hangs in a gold chain on His
chest, to the chanting of Sri-Suktam. And at the end, a harati of camphor is waved.

The Lord is dressed in a pitambaram and valuable ornaments.

The saffron water collected from the Lord's body is the Abhisheka Tirtham; it is considered to be holy
since it has been in contact with His body. It is given in small spoonfuls to the pilgrims during the
Sarvadarsanam that follows as theerthams.

Abhishekam is conducted every Friday, it lasts approxiamately for one and half hours from 0400 hrs.
Holders of Rs. 12,250.00, Rs. 750.00, Rs. 300.00 and Rs. 150.00 (per head) tickets are admitted. Only a
limited number of tickets are issued for Abhishekam. On Friday, Tomala Seva and Archana are conducted
from 0700 hrs to 0800 hrs .

Sahasra Kalasabhishekam (on Wednesdays)
Every Wednesday, before Sarvadarsanam, Sahasra Kalasabhishekam is performed for Bhoga Srinivasa
with water from 1,008 small silver vessels.

Pulangi Seva
After the evening puja and Naivedyam on Thursdays, the Lord's idol is covered with garlands of flowers
extending from the crown to His feet. This decoration - exclusively with flowers - is called Pulangi Seva.

Suprabhatam
During Suprabhatam, the Suprabhatam, Prapatti and Mangalasasanam slokas are recited and a
descendant of Tallapaka Annamacharya sings a few of Annamacharya's Sankeertanas.

http://www.tirupati.org/sevas_main.htm
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Devotees present at the time of Suprabhatam can have the Lord's Suprabhata Darsanam, also called the
Viswarupa Sarvadarsanam.

Kalyanotsavam

Kalyanotsavam is also known as Vaivahikotsavam or Pendli Tirunal. It is conducted in the Kalyana
Mandapam and its rituals are similar to those followed in Hindu marriages.

The utsava murthi of the Lord (Malayappaswami) is the bridegroom and the two nachchimars are the two
brides. An imaginary family pedigree of the contracting parties is recited during the course of the ritual.
The idols of the bridegroom and brides face each other with a screen in between. They are allowed to see
each other only at the appropriate auspicious moment when the screen is removed. Marriage homams are
performed. A purohit conducts the marriage and an archaka is consecrated to perform the homams and
other rituals, on behalf of the bridegroom. After the marriage, valuable clothes are presented to the brides
and the bridegroom and to the purohit and the archaka. Dakshina is also given to the brahmins who
officiate at the function. Sweets, cake and food are offered to the deity and distributed to those who are
present.

Pratyeka Kalyanotsavam
In terms of rituals, Pratyeka Kalyanotsavam is the same as Kalyanotsavam.

Arjitha Brahmotsavam

Brahmotsavam is performed for one day in an abridged manner within the temple precincts. Sri
Malayappaswami (utsava murti) with His two consorts is worshipped in the Kalyana Mandapam with
Vedic mantras and rituals and mounted on three vahanams - (golden Pedda Sesha Vahanam, silver
Garuda Vahanam and silver Hanumantha Vahanam).

This seva is performed after Kalyanotsavam.

http://www.tirupati.org/sevas_main.htm
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Common vows undertaken
by devotees at Tirupati

Tonsuring (shaving one's head)

The objective behind tonsuring (shaving one's head for the Lord) is to demonstrate
that he/she completely surrenders his/her ego at the feet of the Lord. Pilgrims can
have their heads tonsured at the Kalyanakatta (opposite the Annanadanam Complex).
There are seventeen sub-centers for tonsuring. Pilgrims can also request to be
tonsured at the cottages where they are staying.

Walking up the Hills

Many pilgrims walk up the hills to fulfill vows they have taken, for which Tirumala -
Tirupati Devsthanam has constructed a footpath from Alipiri to Tirumala. It takes
approximately two and a half hours to walk up the mountain.

Angapradakshinam

Angapradakshinam is when pilgrims lie prostrate, and then roll around the temple,
chanting the Lord's name. The objective is to show their devotion to the Lord, and
thank Him for protecting them. It is performed in the Vimana Pradakshinam, one of
the pathways around the temple.

Pilgrims who wish to undertake the Angapradakshinam have to take a dip in the
Swami Pushkarini, and reach the Main Temple Complex by 0200 hrs (through a
special queue that starts from the PPC Sheds).

Angapradakshinam is generally restricted to the weekends (Saturdays and Sundays).
It is also restricted when there is heavy in flux of pilgrims.

Tulabharam

Tulabharam is offering one's weight in coins or other items such as sugar, candy
according to one's vows to the Lord. Tulabharam is generally performed for children.
Pilgrims can weigh their offerings in the temple complex. The coins can be deposited
in the temple hundi and other items can be handed over to the temple authorities
present.

The queue for Tulabharam is the regular queue that starts from the Vaikuntham
Queue Complex or PC Queue Complex.

Niluvudopidi

Niluvudopidi is offering to the Lord the ornaments, etc., that one is wearing when one
takes the vow.

The objective is to sacrifice one's belongings to the Lord, with the philosophy 'what is
mine is the Lord's'".

http://balaji.sudarshana.org/tirupati-vows.htm
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A-Z Glossary
A

Aalaya - Temple

Abhaya - Fearless; refuge

Abhishekam - Ceremonial cleansing of the Lord's idol

Acharya - One who shows the right path for others to follow; a preceptor

Adisesha - Primeval serpent mythologically conceived to bear the world on his 1000 hoods.
Traditionally believed to support Lord Sri Venkateswara upon seven of his hoods, Narasimha on
his coiled frame, Mallikarjuna on his twisted tail, and Srikalahastivara at the opening of his
mouth.

Aditya - Sun God

Alankaram - Decoration

Alvar - Seer of a specific religious order in the Vaishnavaite Cult

Amrit = Nectar which when consumed, grants immortality

Angapradakshinam - A vow whereby pilgrims lie prostrate and roll around the temple
Ankurarpanam - The start of the Brahmotsavam festival

Alipiri = Starting point at the foot of the hills, for pilgrims who wish to reach Tirumala on foot
Annadanam - Distribution of free food

Annam - Food

Annamacharya/Annamayya - (1408-1503 AD); the earliest musician to compose songs in favour
of Lord Sri Venkateswara

Appams - A sweet dish made of rice flour and offered to the Lord

Archaka - Priest

Archana - Worship of the Lord

Arjita Seva - Any seva for the performance of which pilgrims pay a fee

Ashta - Eight

Asthanam - Royal Court/Official Chamber of the King

Asva - Horse

Aushadha - Medicine

Avatara - A manifestation of God on Earth, with a specific mission.

BIRRD - Balaji Institute of Surgery, Research and Rehabilitation for the Disabled
Bahumanam - Gift

Balaji - Another name for Lord Sri Venkateswara

Bhagaswamyam - Partnership

Bhakti - Devotion

Brahma - God of Creation

Brahmins - Hindu priests

C

Chakra - The sacred disc (weapon of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu)
Chakkera Pongal - Sweet dish made of sugar, milk and rice
Chandanam - Sandalwood

Chandra - Moon

Chaulam - Ear lobe-piercing ceremony

Cherupulu - Food offered to the Lord

Chinna - Small
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Chitrannam - A rice preparation, rich in spices

Choultry - Guesthouse where accommodation is free of charge. Also called Dharmasala.

D

Daanam - Charitable offering

Dadhyodanam - Dish made of spiced rice and curd
Daiva - Divine

Dakshina - South; Offering money to the Lord
Dala - Leaf

Darsanam/Darshan - Viewing the idol of the Lord
Dasavataram - Ten incarnations of Sri Maha Vishnu
Deepam - Lamp

Devas - The Gods

Devasthanam - Abode of the Gods

Dhanya - Cereal

Dharma - Set of righteous principles to be followed

Dharmasala - Guesthouse where accommodation is free of charge. Also called Choullry.

Dhoti - Cloth tied around the waist like a sarong

Dhvajasthambham - A sacred pillar in front of the Sri Venkateswara temple
Dhyana Yoga - Meditation

Divya Ananda Nilaya Vimana - Dome of the abode of divine bliss

Divya Vimana - Divine dome

Dosa - Pancake made with rice flour, black gram flour and oil

Dupatta - Long scarf draped across the shoulders and worn with the sa/war kameez. Also see Salwar

Kameez.

Dvara gopura - Gateway with a sculpted tower above it
Dvara/Dvaram/Dwaram - Entrance; gateway
Dvarapalakas - Door-keepers

Ekangi - Celibate disciple of the Sri Vaishnava Jiyar Matham

Ekantam - Private
Ekanta Seva - Private service conducted for the Lord, to which pilgrims are not admitted

G

Gadha - Mace which is the sacred weapon of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu

Gajam - Elephant

Gangala - Brass vessel

Garbha griha - The sanctum sanctorum of the Sri Venkateswara Temple which houses the idol of the Lord
Garuda - A white-necked Brahmani Kite .He is considered the vehicle of Sri Maha Vishnu

Ghat - mountain. Also see Ghats (Eastern)

Ghats (Eastern) - Mountain range for a part of these ranges that runs along south-eastern India.
Tirumala-Tirupati .

Gopuram - The sculpted upper crest of a temple

Gotram - The sect to which a devotee belongs

Grihastha - Donor

Gurkha - Security guard

Guru - Teacher
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H

Hamsa - Swan

Harati - Waving a plate (in which a sacred flame is lit) in front of the Lord's image. Also called Mirajana

Harikatha - Musical rendering of divine stories

Hiranyakasipu - Demon King who tried to destroy the Earth

Hiranyaksa - Younger brother of Hiranyakasipu, who succeeded the latter as Demon King
Homam - Sacred fire

Hundi - Receptacle for depositing offerings (in cash and kind) for the Lord

I
Ishta Daivam - Favourite deity

J

Janaloka - One of the seven regions above the Earth

Japam - Sacred word that is chanted repeatedly

Jata - Twisted hair that hangs down in coils at the back of the Lord Sri Venkateswara's idol
Jeghanta - Cymbals

Jilebi - Spiral-shaped sweet dish made of flour and jaggery jelly

Jyeshtha - Name of a month in the Hindu calendar

K

Kainkaryam - Ritualistic offering to God or worship of God
Kali Yuga - The Dark Age

Kalpa - Age or aeon. Also called Yuga

Kalyana Katta - Place where devotees have their hair cut as an offering to the Lord
Kalyanam - Marriage

Kalyana Mandapam - Marriage Hall

Kalyanotsavam - Celebration of the divine marriage between Lord Sri Venkateswara and Sri Padmavathi
Devi

Kankanam - Metal bracelet worn around the wrist

Kapila - Grey-coloured

Karma Yoga - deeds

Karpooram - Camphor

Kasturitilakam - Lineament of musk drawn on the Lord's forehead

Katika - Placed on the waist

Keertanas - devotional songs

Kiritam - Crown

Koil - Temple

Koluvu - Darbar

Kula Daivam - Family Deity

L

Laddu - Spherical-shaped sweet made of flour and jaggery/sugar
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M

Madhura bhakti - Deep devotion

Maha - Great

Mahatmya/Mahatmyam - Greatness

Mahatva - Importance

Makara Kundalas - ornaments shaped like an alligator, that adorn the ears of the main idol of the Lord
Mandapam - structure or monument with rich sculpture meant for a specific purpose like performing fine
arts

Mantra - Sacred word(s) to be chanted repeatedly

Mantrodaka - Sacred water

Matsya Avatara - Manifestation of Lord Vishnu as a fish

Muhurtam - Auspicious time

Mukhadvaram - Main entrance (door) at the front of the temple

Mukkoti - Three crore (merging of three crore teerthams in the Swami Pushkarini).

Mukti/Moksha - Liberation of the soul

Mulaberam - The central idol of Lord Sri Venkateswara

Murthi - Statue

Mutyam - Pearl

Nacchimars - The Lord's two consorts - Sridevi and Bhudevi

Naivedyam - Food offering

Namakarana- Naming ceremony

Namam - White caste-mark on the Lord's forehead

Narada - The supreme devotee of Lord Vishnu; a connoisseur of all arts; a devarishi (according to the
Bhagavad Gita 10:26)

Narasimha - Lord Vishnu's manifestation, with the face of a lion and the body of a human

Narayana - Lord Sri Maha Vishnu

Nava - Nine

Nayaka - Leader

Nija - Real, Original

Niluvudopidi - Offering to the Lord, the clothes/ornaments that one is wearing when one visits
the temple

Nirajana - See harati
Nivedana - Offer/present

o

Om - The sacred syllable
Om Sri Venkatesaya Namah - Saluting the Lord by reciting His name

P

Padmam - Lotus

Padmavathi - Consort of Lord Sri Venkateswara

Pallaki - Palanquin

Panchangam - Indian almanac

Panchanga Sravanam - Listening to the forecast as directed by the Sastras
Pandal - Canopy

Panyarams - Laddus. See Laddus.

Papam - Sin

Parinayam - Marriage
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Parishad - Union of Scholars

Pataloka - The nether world

Pati - Husband

Patrika - Letter

Pavithra - Sacred

Payasam - Watery sweet made with milk, sugar, cardamom and cashewnuts
Periya Jiyar - Saint of the Sri Vaishnava Jiyar Matham

Periyatirdadi - The first devotee

Pinda Prasadam - Ceremony conducted in memory of the departed
Pitambaram - Yellow silk cloth

Pongal - Rice dish cooked with cereals and spices

Puja/Pooja - Ritualistic worship of God

Poojari - One who performs rituals, chants prayers and worships God as a representative of the devotee
Poolangi - Of flowers

Poorna - Complete, full

Pracharam - Spreading

Pradakshinam - Path for circumambulating the temple

Pradhana acharya purusha - Chief priest

Prahlada - Son of the Demon King Hiranyakasipu and a staunch devotee of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu
Prakaram - Wall surrounding the temple

Pralaya Kalpa - The Great Deluge

Prarthana - Prayer

Prasadam - Food offered first to the Lord and then distributed (as sacred) among devotees
Prasanna - Pleased

Pratima - Bronze icon

Pratyeka - Special

Pravachanam - Hymn sung in praise of the Lord

Prayoga - Ready for release

Pulihora - A rice dish made with tamarind/lime and spices.

Puranas - Ancient Hindu scriptures

Purohit - Priest

Purohit Sangam - An association of priests

Pushkarini - Sacred water tank

Pushpa Yagam - Vedic ritual involving offering of flowers to God.

Pushpam - Flower

R

Rakshasa - Demon

Rama Pattabhishekam - The coronation of Lord Rama

Ranganayaka - One of the manifestations of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu. Also refers to the Deity at Sri Rangam.
Ratham - Chariot

Rishi - Sage

S

Sabha - Meeting;Group

Sadas - Meeting of intellectuals

Sahasra - Thousand

Sahasra Deepa - Thousand earthen lamps
Sakarabath - Sweetened rice

Salwar Kameez - Traditional Indian dress consisting of a loose knee-length top and a loose pant gathered
at the ankles.

Samarpana - Offering

Samrakshana - Protection

Samsara Sagara - The ocean of Life
Sangam - Union

Sankalpam - Desire
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Sankeertanas - Songs written in praise of the Lord

Sanku - The sacred conch of the Lord

Saranagati - To fall at a person's feet

Sari - traditional dress of Indian women

Sarovaram - Lake

Sarva - All

Sarvadarsanam - Viewing of the Deity for all; the time allotted for it.

Sastanga Danda Pramanam - prostrating before the Lord

Sastras - Various texts of ethical science dealing with code of conduct, morality, rituals etc.

Seera - Sweet dish

Seshachala - One of the famous seven hills of Tirupati believed to be the manifestation of the Snake God,
Adisesha

Seshavahanam - Vehicle of the Lord (shaped like the Snake God Adisesha)

Seva - Service/Worship unto the Lord

Seven Hills - The seven hills of Lord Venkateswara's abode. They are Vrishabhadri, Garudadri, Seshadri,
Anjanadri, Vedadri, Narayanadri and Venkatadri; from Tirupati, the seven hills have to be crossed to reach
Tirumala

Sikharam - Pinnacle

Simha - Lion

Sishya - Disciple

Sloka - Stanza

Smaraka - in memory of .

Soma - Moon

Somalatha - A plant whose juice intoxicates if drunk; plant offered to the sacred fire in Somayaga
Somayaji - The person who performs somayaga

Sopanamarga - Stairway (Stone footpath leading to Tirumala)

Sravanam - Season of rainfall (according to the Hindu calendar), usually in August

Sri Bhu Devi - Also called Sri Padmavathi Devi; one of the two consorts of Lord Sri Venkateswara, the
other being Sri Lakshmi Devi

Sri Lakshmi Devi - Also called Sri Devi; one of the two consorts of Lord Sri Venkateswara, the other being
Sri Bhu Devi

Sri Maha Vishnu - 'The Preserver' who is believed to have manifested Himself on Tirumala as Lord Sri
Venkateswara, to save mankind in the Kali Yuga

Sri Venkatachala Mahatmya - The sacred text which extols the glory of Lord Venkaterswara and His
abode.

Srinivasa - Lord Venkateswara

Srivaru - Lord Venkateswara

Sthala Mahathmya - The greatness of a place

Sudarsana - The sacred disc weapon of Lord Vishnu

Suddhi - Cleansing

Sukhasana - A Yogic pose

Suprabhatam - Auspicious time at dawn, when the Lord is woken and prayers chanted

Surya - Sun

Sveta - White

Sveta Varaha - The incarnation of Sri Maha Vishnu as a fearsome white boar, to restore the Earth after
the Great Deluge

Swami - God

T

Takeed - Receipt

Tatva - Substance

Tene - Honey

Thiru/Tiru - Respected, holy

Thirumanjanam - Fragrant powder prepared out of sandalwood and turmeric

Thomala Seva - Worship with garlands

Teertham - Holy water

Tirumala - Meaning 'the holy hill'; abode of Lord Sri Venkateswara situated atop the seven hills in the
Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh, India

Tirumala Raya - a chieftain of the Araviti family, who renovated the Tirumala Raya Mandapam in the Sri
Venkateswara temple
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Tirupati - The sacred town of Lord Venkateswara at the foot of the seven hills in the Chittoor district of
Andhra Pradesh in India

Trimurthi - The holy trinity, comprising Lord Brahma, Lord Siva and Lord Vishnu

Tulabharam - Offering one's weight in coins to the Lord

)

Ubhaya Nacchiyars - The two consorts (Sri Devi and Bhu Devi) of the ufsava murthi of Lord Sri

Venkateswara.

Unjal - Cradle

Upanayanam -The ceremony of the investiture with the sacred thread

Utsava Murthi - Processional image of the Lord

Utsavam - Festival

Uttariyam - Garment for covering the shoulders or upper half of the body

Uyala Mandapam - Place where the Lord's idol is placed in a cradle and worshipped

\")

Vada - Food item made of cereals and spices
Vaggeyakara - Composer

Vahana - The Lord's vehicle

Vaikuntam - Celestial abode of Sri Maha Vishnu
Vanabhivruddhi - Improvising gardens

Vanam - Garden; forest

Varada - boon

Varaha Kshetra - Place belonging to Varaha
Varahavatara/Varahaswami/Sveta Varaha - Incarnation of Sri Maha Vishnu as a boar with a human
body

Vasantam - The Spring season

Vasanthotsavam - A festival held in Spring

Vastram - Clothes

Vayu Deva - The God of Wind

Veda - That knowledge which is worth knowing

Vedic Mantras - Sacred hymns

Venkateswara - He who cleanses the sins of His devotees
Vigraham - Statue

Vimana/Vimanam - Dome

Vinjamara - Whisk

Visesha - Important

Vishnu - (Vyapana Seelanath Vishnuhu) That which is all-pervading; the Supreme Being who is the
saviour of the universe; also see Sri Maha Vishnu
Vishvaksena - Chief commander of the Lord's army

Y

Yaga/Yagna - Vedic ritual in which various items are offered to God through a sacred fire
Yajnopavita - sacred thread worn by males of certain Hindu castes
Yuga - Aeon

http://www tirupati.org/glossary



06 'on noo1 52 = . 7"02

Tonsuring

The place where pilgrims fulfil their vow of tonsure is called Kalyana Katta. Over e
500 barbers, operating in three batches round the clock, are available at Kalyana
Katta, to perform tonsure.

To reduce the waiting time for tonsure during the peak season, over 100 e
additional barbers are engaged.

The building is equipped with two big tonsure halls and two side balcony tonsure e
halls with platforms to seat both the pilgrim and the barber. There are four
waiting compartments and a well-organised queue system.

Tonsure done free of cost at Kalyana Katta. e

Antiseptics are mixed with water and applied to the head before tonsuringto e
prevent skin-related and other diseases.

Bathrooms, with geysers for hot water, are provided for the pilgrims who have e
their heads tonsured.

A computerised system is in place to issue tokens for tonsure e

There are 16 mini Kalyana Kattas at important places in Tirumala which function e
from 6 am to 6 pm everyday, to perform tonsure for pilgrims staying in cottages
and guesthouses. The fee charged at these locations is Rs. 10/- per head.

The places at which mini Kalyana Kattas are located are: Sri Venkateswara Guest o
House, N.G.G.H, Sri Varahaswami Guest House, Ram Bagicha Guest House
(RBGH)-I, RBGH-II, RBGH-III, SPTC, MBC, TBC, SMC, ANC, HVC, Sri Padmavathi
Guest House, Mysore Choultry, Sapthagiri Satramulu and Ist N.C.

WX NI

Kalyana ) nup nax"7p X171 DN WURIN NI7'A T DX 7200 7219 D'R70n 12 Dignn e
;URIN NI72 yixa o (Kalyana Katta) nop nax7j7a o't nmoo 500 2yn .(Katta
JIVWUN 210 NIXIAp wiwa 0'7v19 DN

NIY2 UXRIN NI7A7 NINNNN a1 DR N'N9N7 Nnan 7y o'zovin 0'901n 01190 100 7un e
N'WUN

UKRIN NI7'2 NINTINT DIFTTY NIOOIN 'MYI URIN NI7A7 D'1TA NN7IX QW 0MYp "1 e
NN NINAN 'RN NYAIR DATR 1900 11AYI 72200 71y 11y N2'w? D'nown [Nl
2NN IARY7 20'N NN

.(Kalyana Katta) noj nax"7j72 D1'n2 y¥ann UXIN NI7'aA e

NI7NN YT 1D UXIN NI VI 197 DN QUWI URINIE IO NN DIyNn 0N e
JINNKX NI7NN1E WRIN YA NIvadn

N7 DN'WRIY 7200 *71Y7 0'7910Nn DN 0 NN DDA XN TN e

NN N7 NIX? DIMMON 7907 T DIPNA NN NAYWNINN NDYn- e

(Tirumala) n7nin'va oxawn nmipna (Kalyana Kattas) oup naxk7j 1'n 16 oz e
220 "2y WK NI owxan on Lo 73 X'NnR 6 Ty X"N197 6 nywin n 0'7wion
WURY? nron 10 XD DR DMIPENn2 N2 1'NNRN.ANRD 'N1AI 020172 DR0OXNNN

Mo nNIRNN N1 0N (Kalyana Kattas) ovjz naxk"7?7 om"p DN Nimipnn e
Sri ) mxnoxnrIxI 1o nnknn N2 ,N.G.G.H ,(Sri Venkateswara) naxinouojai
,I-RGBH ,I-(RBGH) (Ram Bagicha) nwna nx1 nnaxnn n1 ,(Varahaswami
Sri ) 'oimT® Mo nnxnn na ,HVC ,ANC ,SMC ,TBC ,MBC ,SPTC ,IlI-RGBH
Sapthagiri ) 17Im1V0 ""V90 ,(Mysore Choultry) mo%i'y nnlom ,(Padmavathi
.N.C Ist-I (Satramulu

http://www tirupati.org/faci_vows.htm



07 'on oo 53 7"02

Loving Ganesha

Hinduism's Endearing Elephant-Faced God

Chapter 12: Ganesha Home Liturgy

www.himalayanacademy.com/books
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HUND!E HUNDI, THE TEMPLE OFFERING BOX
L7 In the Hindu temple there is always a small or large
%@ strongbox into which devotees may offer a sacrifice to
{l A perpetuate the temple and its charitable works. When
M ] / our prayers are answered, when God has shown us
AN ] His grace and we seek to support His home on Earth,

T we place money or other valuables, such as jewels,

gold and silver, into the Aundi. In many temples, the
donations are counted before the Deity each evening. To support the priests and
their families, we place a separate and usually smaller contribution, called
dakshina, on the offering tray, traditionally wrapped in betel leaf.
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'Dos and Don'ts'

Dos

e Do book your travel and accommodation in Tirumala through TTD in advance.
Do pay obeisance to your Ishta Daivam or Kula Daivam before you start for Tirumala.
Do bathe in the Pushkarini and worship Sri Varahaswami in His temple before you worship
Lord Sri Venkateswara.

e Do bathe and wear clean clothes before you enter the temple.

e Do observe absolute silence inside the temple and chant Om Sri Venkatesaya Namah to
yourself.

e Do bathe in the Papavinasanam and Akasa Ganga teerthams near Tirumala.

e Do respect ancient customs while at Tirumala.

e Do respect and promote religious sentiments among co-pilgrims.

e Do deposit your offerings in the hundi only.

e Do contact any of the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams Enquiry Offices for information
regarding the temple and your worship there.

e Do pradakshinam (keeping the shrine to your right) with devotion before entering the
temple.

e Do wear a tilak in accordance with your religious affiliation.

e Do follow the procedures of the temple and wait for your turn for the darshan of the Lord

Don'ts

e Don't come to Tirumala for any purpose other than worshipping the Lord.

e Don't carry too much jewellery or cash with you.

e Don't eat non-vegetarian food. Don't consume liquor or other intoxicants.

e Don't approach strangers for accommodation.

e Don't wear footwear, or move around in a vehicle, in and around the premises of the
temple.

e Don't rush in for darshan, but move along in the queue.

e Don't approach touts for quick darshan.

e Don't prostrate (sastanga danda pranamam) inside the temple.

e Don't buy spurious prasadam from street vendors.

e Don't throw away the prasadam and teertham given to you at the temple.

e Don't enter the temple, if, according to custom or usage, you are prohibited to enter.

e Don't wear flowers and garlands in Tirumala; all flowers are for the Lord only.

e Don't encourage beggars.

e Don't spit or be a nuisance inside the temple premises.

e Don't enter the shrine naked or wearing only a loin-cloth

e Don't wear any head guards like helmets, caps, turbans and hats inside the temple
premises.

e Don't carry any weapon inside the temple.

e Don't eat food brought from outside or chew betel leaves in the temple premises.

e Don't evacuate urine or motion or spit in the premises of the temple.

e Don't sleep in the temple premises.

e Don't commit any act of violence or harshness in the temple premises.

e Don't quarrel in the temple premises.

e Don't talk about your wealth, money and status.

e Don't sit with your back facing the Deity.

Don't pay obeisance with only one hand.

http://www tirupati.org/maintemple coc.htm



09 'on noo1 57 7"02

M0 RN 7Y 'WRIN 7090 awlt 12 Dipnn ' wTIpn Ik (Garbha Gruha) xnna xn1nan
.(Sri Venkateswara) xaxiiooji

NXI7N ManTmn o7 nnnn 1n ,(Garbha Gruha) xniMa n1a712 Y Th 2Mna T 7090
.(Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana) naxn'l n"a'T n""X71 nTRN

VIT X710, myxyn opin L, (Mulaberam) ox1ax7im 'npn AYTINNnE VYIENN 7090 D''NN
2V YTI' X7 )00 N .09 rXI9No 2 70 91k 0709 7097 N7 Dn7 NN 0709 7y
TN NIRT ['7NN DTRY D

TN NXAIWAN D712 TANTR AN 17 W' anTin (kirtam) ox'oMp wal? 780 775 012
.(kiritam) DX'0" 7 DI7N VYIENA KIN DYTNI'A D'VIN'R]

NOdNN PRITA NISNNPA NIWNN ,Talyn (namam) DRNXN 7w N2y 7190 'R70 w' 7287 ,Inxn 7y
.(kasturitilakam) DrpPX7'0'X1007 'I¥XN D270 D'R70N Y | .1V NI

nnmn ' T W QnaNa ANt 7'nan (makara kundalas) oX7R Tz X2j7RN2 NIOIDNA 11TIX
T2 .(Sankhu) 1N102 7ajmin "“78nwN qarnl (chakra) NMpRky NNRE' 01AX VO 7INY 17Y
17¢ DMKN7 DTN NATYD LI7W 010170 720 X NIYAXKND NIY'AYN ,0YNn NLVYINN NN

T NN 7Y DN NMTEN NYIRAYN T NXD 'R IYIRD DRNTEIN'R DITNR NAWNY

MmIva 0 XN (Samsara sagara) nINAR0 NN0NONY NIXINYILIA D'I'ANNYT N1AN N*VANY
.INION NX D'Y9NN 0N OX D'

ANT IMYyS DMAINN N'7R 2ANT NN, ANT VIN Yy (pitambaram) DXIRANV'D] WATIN 1912
DTN (yajnopavita) NVARSNINR' 17 W' .0MR' DNIVYA VYIPNA KIN .DY7X7¥N1 DV

=01 ' 1Intn 7y (Sri Lakshmi Devi) 2T w7 Mo xwin XN .N'Y7R8nun 19101 na7¥na
DNXININNINAND 'OIY'R KW NIN 2xnwn 1intn 7y (Sri Padmavathi Devi) a1 '0axnTR®
.0"ondn "M 7y (Nagabharanam)

NPTN N97120n NNIAN .0'7X7¥N D720 'T'AX NI0IDAI ANT NINA0NA NIoIDN 17W 010170 "7a0
1'720 R N9 2NN

.(Lakshmi) mwp7 n'7xn 7w (darshan) (wnT 17 ni'n% 215' (Abhishekam) nRpwnaxn N1
nwinl Niniza nodn nn' (Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana) nakn' nfa'T n"X711 nT1RN
NINAKINIXRYE 700N 79 D107 Noipna 13-0 NkN2 ,ANTIM T 07 qIIXnl D'ANTIN

.(Yadava Raya) n'x1 nax1xe ,(Vijayanagara)

Mo 7'aw'? Navn) (Garbha Gruha) xnina Xna12a7 01507 0'waim DI 7220 "1y
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The Garbha Gruha or sanctum is where the main idol of Lord Sri Venkateswara resides.

The idol stands majestically in the Garbha Gruha, directly beneath a gilt dome called the
Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana.

This exquisitely-wrought idol called the Mulaberam, is believed to be self-manifested, as
there has been no known sculptor possessing the capability to sculpt idols so proportionately
and beautifully. Further, no human being is known to have installed it in the shrine.

Ordinarily, the Lord wears a gold kiritam which has a large emerald embedded in front. On
special occasions, he is adorned with a diamond kiritam.

On his forehead, the Lord has a thick double patch of upwrought namam drawn with refined
camphor, which screens his eyes. In between the two white patches is a kasturitilakam.

His ears are bedecked with shining golden makara kundalas. The fist of His raised right hind
hand is implanted with a gem-set chakra, and the corresponding left fist with the sankhu. The
slightly outstreched front right hand, has its fingers pointing to His lotus feet, as the only
recourse to His devotees to attain oneness with Him and enjoy eternal bliss. His front left
hand is akimbo to assure His devotees of protection, and to show that the samsara sagara is
only hip-deep if they seek His refuge.

His body is clothed with a pitambaram tied with gold string, and a gold belt to which are
attached tiny, jingling gold bells. He is adorned with precious ornaments. He has a

vajnopavita flowing down cross-wise from His left shoulder. He bears Sri Lakshmi Devi on

His right chest and Sri Padmavathi Devi on His left chest. He bears Nagabharanam
ornaments on both shoulders.

His lotus feet are covered with gold frames and decked with clinging gold anklets. A strong
curved belt of gold encompasses his legs.

During Abhishekam, we can have darshan of Goddess Lakshmi.

The Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana was covered with gilt copper plates and surmounted with a
golden vase, in the thirteenth century, during the reign of the Vijayanagara king, Yadava
Raya.

Pilgrims are not allowed to enter the Garbha Gruha (beyond Kurasekara path)

http://www tirupati.org/maintemple tour garbhagriham.htm
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www.balaji.net

This site is hosted & maintained by devotees of Lord Venkateswara in Hong
Kong. The information provided here is for your reference only. We are in no way
related to the TTD. Therefore, all e-mails sent to us do not get to the TTD.
Reservations for cottages, prayers etc cannot be done through this web site or
by e-mail.

www.sribalaji.com

This site is Non-Profitable & Non-Commercial

This site is hosted & maintained by devotees of Lord Venkateswara in Delhi. The
information provided here is for your reference only. We are in no way related to
the TTD. Therefore, all e-mails sent to us do not get to the TTD.

Reservations for cottages, prayers etc cannot be done through this web site or
by e-mail. However, the TTD has its own website now at
http://www.tirumala.org/

www.tirupati.org

official site of the TTD.

TTD is a conglomeration of temples, brought under the First Schedule 2 of the Act 30 of

1987. The Board of Trustees is constituted by members appointed by the government.The

Executive Officer is the chief executive of TTD. He is assisted by two Joint
Executive Officers, Chief Vigilance and Security Officer, Conservator of Forests,
Financial Advisor & Chief Accounts Officer, and Chief Engineer. Besides, there are
officials to look after the different branches of administration.

TTD maintains 12 temples and their sub-shrines, and employs about 14,000
persons.

www.balaji.sudarshana.org
Powered by IndiaDivine Communications
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Shaved heads for women?

10/24/03 04:00 PM Edit Reply

Hi there!

I'm going to Tirupati (getting married there + pilgrimage)and as you probably know one of the possible vows you can
take is to get your head shaved, both male and female. I was wondering if any of you ladies have ever done this. I haven't
taken this vow as of yet, though I thought I would, but it has become surprisingly hard for me, as it takes such a long time
to grow. I feel kind of selfish, but at the same time, I have the feeling that Sri Venkateshwara doesn't need me to do him
any favors, and if [ were to give to him reluctanly... well that would be contrary to the nature of our general relationship

together. Please share with me your experiences so that I may regain my positive attitude! Thanks!

~Vanamali

10/24/03 05:38 PM  Edit Reply

Well I think that any vow is nice but you must do it willingly and not out of regret.

Marriage is a big step now, I just got married last march. I didnt shave my head or anything like that but my vow was
already taken to serve krsna and my guru maharaj eternely when I got Diksa.

If you feel that you will become more devoted then do it, but if its just a one time thing just for the marriage
then....anyways....

Thats just how I feel. Devotion is eternel servitude not just something done once in a life time because something
auspicious is happening.

I recommend you ask Paramatma in your heart and he will guide you. I personally think if you take a vow of chanting

Hare Krsna all your life then all other vows are automaticaly included. Ofcourse one should always keep krsna in the
centre of the marriage as marriage is for a spiritual purpose and not because society or cast wants you to do it.

Boy I hope I havent said to much.
Hare Krsna.

I If Krsna brings you to it, Krsna will bring you through it

10/24/03 08:22 PM  Edit Reply

Hi Vanamali,

Please dont shave your head. Its your marriage. Brides are supposed to have long hair during marriage.

Austerity is the wealth of the Brahmins [re: vanamali]
10/24/03 08:29 PM Edit Reply

Years ago, my wife and daughter shaved their heads because they had caught head lice in Hawaii. Head lice are a
common problem in Hawaii. The Hawaiian word for lice is uku. It is where the word ukulele comes from. My wife
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actually thought it was kind of neat shaving her head, but my daughter was not quite as enthusiastic. They wore scarves
while they were waiting for their hair to grow back.

It is indeed an austerity to shave one's head, especially for a woman. You said,"l have the feeling that Sri Venkateshwara
doesn't need me to do him any favors."

The Lord does not require any favors from us, in fact, He requires nothing from us. However, if we perform some
austerity for Him, then He becomes a little indebted to us. If we want to make spiritual advancement, then we willingly
take on some austerities. Of course, whatever we offer to the Lord should be a willing and loving offering.

Your servant, Forrest

Women shaving their heads? [re: Guest]
10/24/03 08:40 PM Edit Reply

I don't know if that is a Hindu practice, but I have never ever heard of a bride shaving her head. A husand, yes, but never
a bride! My understanding is that in the first three ashrama's of life, women are not to shave their heads, but in the last
one some say its ok. Even that, however, is not a requirement. Just my two cents.

Y.S,
Priitaa d.d.

Chant "Hare Krishna" and your life will be sublime ~ sooner or later.

Inspiration Newsletter
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InspirationNewsletter

Reged: 09/13/03
Posts: 256

upto you really [re: vanamali]
10/24/03 10:23 PM Edit Reply

When I used to live in South India, I often met with families who had been to the Tirupati shrine. All the women in these
families had had their heads shaved, whether they were old women or little girls. I didn't think that they saw it as a
problem, rather they did what was "par for the course" when going to Tirupathi.

I also have a fascination with this custom of head-shaving. Why does anyone shave their heads when going to Tirupathi?
What is the reason behind it? Is there soemthing in the scriptures about it? I would like to know.

To get back to your question, I am not a woman and so I cannot give advice! I can only say that I saw a lot of women
who did shave their heads and I've also seen those who have not. It's really up to you to decide, I guess. Haribol!

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto Sri Krsna Caitanya and Lord Nityananda, who are like the sun and moon. They
have arisen simultaneously on the horizon of Gauda to dissipate the darkness of ignorance and thus wonderfully bestow
benediction upon all." - CC Adi 1.22

Hari sacrifice [re: Gaurasundara]
10/24/03 11:53 PM Edit Reply

The practice in Tirupati is that the hair taken from pilgrims is weaved into wigs which are then sold to earn money for
decorating Lord Venakteshwara.
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As far as the pilgrims are concerned, the shaving of hair is intended as a sacrifice to the Lord. One is sacrificing one's
pride and vanity (by giving up one's hair) to stand before the Lord without such impediments in the way.

As far as vanamali is concerned, I guess I would ask you to ask your husband-to-be about this before doing something so

drastic as shaving hair. After all, if he is marrying you, maybe he should have a say in it. It does take a while for women
to grow back hair, which in traditional Vedic culture is to be grown out long.

Don't shave your head [re: vanamali]
10/25/03 12:46 AM Edit Reply

It will make you body concious by making you self conscious.

First, all you will think about is your chrome dome and always wonder if people are staring at you.

Then, you will go through years of regrowth starting with itching scratchy stubble which will also make you self
concious.

Better to remain conscious of Lord Krishna.

Reged: 01/06/03
Posts: 917

Re: Don't shave your head [re: Guest]
10/25/03 04:43 AM Edit Reply

Interesting.

If it were me I would probably feel bad for not contributing to the Deity tho. Therefore maybe there is an alternative.
Could she give a donation equivalent to the price her hair would have brought in to the Deity? How much does hair go
for these days?

Y.S.,
Priitaa d.d.

Chant "Hare Krishna" and your life will be sublime ~ sooner or later.
Inspiration Newsletter
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InspirationNewsletter
Reged: 10/21/03
Posts: 281
shaving head [re: Priitaa]
10/25/03 11:52 AM Edit Reply
My husband will definitely shave his, and he doesn't care about what I look like. It doesn't matter to him if I shave it or
not.
When going to tirupati, if you don't want to shave your head, you can just give one hair from four sides of your head.
I think if I still have reservations when I go to tirupati [ will just wait till next time to shave it. My mother in law does not
shave her head when she goes. Otherwise, going to see the god makes me a little crazy sometimes, so I might just do it. I

guess best thing to do is not think about it too much. Just do it or don't do it, not a big deal. Anyway, we will be climbing
up the hill (about 3-4 hours climb) to fulfill one vow.
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Hopefully we will be there for Friday abishekam, really the only time you can see Sri Venkateshwara's eyes, because
they take off all the jewellry, including the huge namam, for the bath.

Edited by vanamali (10/25/03 11:55 AM)

Tirupathi Venkateshwaraswami Ki Jai! [re: vanamali]
10/25/03 07:36 PM  Edit Reply

I wish you a happy married life, It is not the tradition that counts though, it is the act. So, even if you don't shave your
head, if you take out all vanity and present yourself with humility before God, then I think that pleases Him more than
shaving your head.

tonsuring... [re: Guest]
10/25/03 08:01 PM Edit Reply

It is not customary for ladies to tonsure their heads completely. Just small strands from the four sides would do. Very few
women go for a complete tonsure, & most of them belong to rural places. So its their personal wish.

It is also said that vaishnavites are not supposed to go for complete tonsure. Here's the reason (from a SriVaishnavite
resource):

1. Hair on the head is compared to the infinite desires of the mind of various kinds. But in that infinite desires are also
included the desires for the Lord. Thus our acharyas say all the desires are not detrimental to the individual as long as
they are tied up with the desire for the Lord. To indicate this, our sampradayic-vedics always keep most part of their hair
tied up as a knot, to indicate that all the desires are tied up along with the desires for the Lord.

2. When visiting divya kshetrams like Tirumala, one needs to shed all the desires but the desire for the Lord
Venkateswara should not be removed. To indicate this when offering the head gear, all the hair including the mustache
(most important one which displays the macho tendency undesirable before the Purushottaman) needs to be removed and
a sikha needs to be sported at an ideal place (which is regarded as Brahmarandhram). demonstrating that the desire for
the Lord is still intact. Otherwise a clean shaven head (mottai or bowdigundu) indicates that all the desires including the
one for the Lord is also removed, which is suicidal.

...krishnam vande jagad gurum...
Post Extras:

Gaurasundara
Member

interesting! [re: Guest]
10/25/03 11:35 PM Edit Reply

In reply to:

As far as the pilgrims are concerned, the shaving of hair is intended as a sacrifice to the Lord. One is sacrificing one's
pride and vanity (by giving up one's hair) to stand before the Lord without such impediments in the way.
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Interesting! I figured out this sentiment as that relates to ethics. But I wonder if it is enjoined to do so in any of the local
sthala-puranas there?

If so, what is the legend behind it, etc.?

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto Sri Krsna Caitanya and Lord Nityananda, who are like the sun and moon. They
have arisen simultaneously on the horizon of Gauda to dissipate the darkness of ignorance and thus wonderfully bestow
benediction upon all." - CC Adi 1.22

Dont shave [re: vanamali]
10/26/03 01:52 PM Edit Reply

HI..Irrespective of your background you came from to follow this Sanatana Dharma, you need not shave your head. A
woman normally shaves her head only if she is going to take vow to become sanyasi, so that she does not look attractive
in the eyes of men. This is the reason why widows in those days used to shave their heads. Marriage is an auspicious
occassion and the most pious and religiously devoted family girl is not suppose to shave her head and she is suppose to
keep her family values intact. This is what is mentioned in puranaas.

Dont shave your head in auspicious time of marriage. God certainly does not ask people to disfigure themselves
especially when they are in family life.

MS

No Shave [re: vanamali]
10/27/03 09:40 AM Edit Reply

Don't worry about shaving. Perhaps just give an extra donation.

Re: interesting! [re: Gaurasundara]
10/29/03 10:53 PM Edit Reply

In reply to:

As far as the pilgrims are concerned, the shaving of hair is intended as a sacrifice to the Lord. One is sacrificing one's
pride and vanity (by giving up one's hair) to stand before the Lord without such impediments in the way.

Interesting! I figured out this sentiment as that relates to ethics. But I wonder if it is enjoined to do so in any of the local
sthala-puranas there?

If so, what is the legend behind it, etc.?

It probably is in the Tirumala sthala-purana, but if there has been any attempt to publish it, I have yet to see it.
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Many of these practices and their esoteric meanings are passed down from generation to generation. Without specific
proof of the validity of the practices, the best attitude might be to try to understand the essence or intent of the practice
and see if it is consistent with ideals of bhAgavatas discussed in bhakti-sAstras.

hi all.. [re: vanamali]
11/09/03 06:44 AM Edit Reply

Hai Vanamali,
i spent some years in south india and found that offering of hair to any GOD is one form of submitting the EGO before
GOD...

Deviating from that aspect, if u think of how u would look after head shave, is somewhat not expected.. and also, as
prevalent in world, headshaving is not any type of bribery to get favours from the GOD.... it's purely spiritual...

I say just one thing, shave ur head without any hesitation or don't go for it...
I think, ur husband will appreciate whatever action u take..

Its upto u [re: vanamali]
11/11/03 03:02 PM Edit Reply

Hi...
I think so its upto u & ur Husband.No body will shave their head to look beautiful.If u thought of giving ur hair just
goahead its matter of 6 months.

Manu

shaved heads [re: vanamali]
11/11/03 04:51 PM Edit Reply

i don't see any pics of women with shaved heads from Vedic times..don't do it!!
Unless you have really bad urm hair days!
--- GITA --

Go get it done [re: vanamali]
11/12/03 12:26 AM Edit Reply

Hay your husband is has given his verdict and he is also giving his hair whats your problem????
Rupaka Mahalingaiah

Post Extras:
Guest
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Ur verdict [re: Guest]
11/13/03 10:41 AM Edit Reply

What ur thinking vanamali???

what ever u decide ur husband will appreciate it.
thats all....

sreedhar

from a christians point of view [re: vanamali]
11/20/03 10:33 PM Edit Reply

hey, i'm a christian so i dont know how it works with hindus, but my advise is dont do it! unless u have some kind of hair
problems. i was thinking about doing it cuz i used to straighten my hair almost everyday and now its kinda damaged. and
my mom told me that it'll grow back healthier. so i'm still undecided,cuz i dont know how long it'll take to grow back. so,
ya... thats my story.

Just do it [re: vanamali]
11/25/03 04:46 PM Edit Reply

If u think you love u'er husband so much and that Lord Balaji should shower all his blessings...Just do it..Its a matter of 6
months for you to get back all the hair..

I am sure it would be a nice..
Good Luck.

HC

married by now [re: Guest]
11/25/03 06:35 PM Edit Reply

By now, I guess the original poster would have got married and either shaved or not. I dont see any reply from her, but
only from others who wants to suggest. This is really funny.

shave it [re: vanamali]
12/06/03 05:40 AM Edit Reply

I think every women should shave there head once and i am sure they will enjoy it especially at tirupati where the
tonsuring will be done in an different manner and also it will be an great idea to be married as an first bald couple. Its not
funny whn u take vows to give hair to god and uwont do it that might hurt your guilt so please shave your head and put
the pictures over here so that we can also get encouragement for more more women getting brave to shave there head
especially to the lord venkateshawara.

http://www.audarya-fellowship.com



13 'on noo1 78 7"02

shave [re: Guest]
12/06/03 06:42 AM Edit Reply

the yuga dharma si "hare krishna", not "shave the head"
shave it all [re: Gaurasundara]

12/10/03 02:32 PM Edit Reply

a shave your head as not to play game with the god after all many girls and woman get their head shaved.
Take Examples like .... [re: vanamali]

12/11/03 09:14 AM Edit Reply

Hai take examples like Uma Bharti she is CM of MP.But she didn't care went out and fullfil her vow.According to me
don't take more suggestions just do it or don't do it.
If done please send pic and encourage others.

Rama C .N

shaved heads for women? [re: vanamali]
12/13/03 03:39 AM Edit Reply

Hai Vanamali,
Have you shaved your head? [ am 28 years old woman with long hair I want to shave my head. But I have not dare
enough. Please send your photoes so that I capture some dareness and shave my head.

Sneha,Hyderabad

My wife shaves her head [re: Guest]
12/13/03 03:47 AM Edit Reply

My wife shave her head when she was at 30. now she is 34 but her hair is still too short before shave her hair was very
long. My suggestion to you do not shave your head.
Arun Goel, Kolkatta

hey sneha...do it! [re: Guest]
12/26/03 06:13 AM Edit Reply

i have recently shaved my head and i felt really gr8 without hair for a change...i am 27..i suggest u go ahead and shave ur
head..im from hyd too..so u can always call me.9885033763

hello [re: Guest]
12/31/03 05:46 AM Edit Reply

hello friend, I am sneha you di not mentioned your name are you man or women? Are you joking with me? where you
shaved your head in tirumala or some where send answers to my questions, now i went to my native place (Bangalore).

Vanamali's reply [re: Guest]
03/31/04 12:43 PM Edit Reply
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Well folks, the marriage has occured and I did not shave my head (and neither did my husband, just because of the
marriage), by my mother-in-law's request. Lord Venkateshwara gave a wonderful darshan, so I guess he wasn't too
displeased. We had darshan twice. Let me tell you first of all that I have never been to tirupati before because I have lived
my whole life in the US.

It's a joyful feeling to go before a murti of God, but it is quite another thing to see Tirupati Balaji. He is a self-manifested
murti: in other words he is not a statue, but he is the actual God having manifested himself in the tirumala hills.

When I saw Him for the first time I literally began trembling uncontrollably, tears streaming from the eyes, basically so

overwhelmed emotionally and spiritually that my body started freaking out. He was so beautiful and so huge... and I felt
so happy to see my Beloved at last. For those of you who don't know, you only get to see Lord Balaji for approximately
60 seconds and you are getting pushed and prodded to hurry the whole time, but one of the attendants took me aside and
allowed me to have darshan for longer amount of time.

The second time we went for darshan directly after the marriage. We attended the kalyanotsavam of the Lord, and
received prasad of vastrams, tulsi and large laddus. Then we proceeded to darshan of the main deity, once again getting
extended darshan. Then, we went to touch the feet of the golden Lakshmi (with two down-turned hands) and coins started
falling from her hand onto our heads. Then, we went to Padmavati's temple. For some reason Padmavati was not giving
darshan at that time, but we got to see the Balaji there. I think the Lord had sensed that I was pining for Him more than
usual after getting such a short darshan, because the moment I approached the God, the pujari gave me a flower from the
Lords feet.

Maybe some of you have had similar experiences that you would like to share about the God's grace. I wonder what
wonderful things he has done for you great devotees, as he has poured such unimaginable grace into the hands of such a
lowly one as I, who could not even shave my head for Him.

Edukondalavada! Venkataramana! Govinda Govinda!

Reged: 06/19/03
Posts: 758
Loc: italy
great faith... [re: Guest]
03/31/04 12:51 PM Edit Reply

your message is very enlightening and moving... many thanks

chant hare krsna and be happy

Hi Sneha [re: Guest]
03/31/04 03:34 PM Edit Reply

Hello Sneha,

Sorry I didn't answer your reply, I haven't been online in a long time. Yeah, I didn't shave it because my mother in law
asked me not to. Also, my husband didn't shave his for the same reason. If Lord Balaji brings us back to see Him
(hopefully he will) then I think I will shave it. I am so jealous of you living in India. You have the opportunity to see
Lord Venkateshwara any time. I live in Kansas, United States, and it is much more difficult for me. I don't think it's
important wether you shave your hair or not, but if you're just worried about what other people will think, then I say do
it! Who cares what the world thinks, if you love the God and He loves you back, you will always be very happy, bald or
not! Please respond, Sneha. I'm glad to hear from you. Anyway, I can try to post some pics of the marriage.

Om sri venkateshaya namah
Om sri krishnaya namah
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TIRUPATI BALAJI WAS A BUDDHIST SHRINE
By
Dr. K. Jamanadas
1991

Chapter 26

Tonsures at Tirupati

Not only men but also women undergo tonsure.

There is a custom of tonsure which is speciality of this Temple. Many devotees go there
with the intention of votive offering of their hair to the Lord. Performing tonsure at this
place is considered praiseworthy and believed to confer great merit. Not only the men
perform this tonsure but also women,married as well as unmarried offer their hair by
getting Mundana performed here. Sri Sitapati observes;

"Another unique custom of Tirumalai is the Tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to
Tirumalai usually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional
offering. Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord,usually take a vow
and when they visit the temple,offer their hair at the Kalyaanakatta, special
hall erected for this purpose. A bath in the Pushkarini follows the Tonsure
ceremony; The pilgrims then enter the temple and worship the Lord."
[Sitapati: 1972: 155]

There are legends and inscriptions in this temple for such trivial things, as use of
camphor and such materials for the deity, and champaka and tamarind trees. But the
most surprising thing about tonsure here is that, though it is being practiced since hoary
past, there is not even a legend, let alone an inscription.

No inscriptions mention about tonsure

Shri Sitapati observes:

"The Tirumalai Temple inscriptions mention about food offering etc. made
to the Lord, but no mention is made of this curious custom of offering of
hair. The custom was perhaps introduced to stress the quality of humility,
as well as renunciation of what is usually prized. It is also possible that
this custom came into prominence when the Vaishnavas vigorously
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started their poselytising activities by setting up missions and by
converting people from other sects and beliefs into the Vaishnava
fold. Some fees are collected for the Tonsure ceremony and it is possible
that the revenue aspect might have been one strong reason for the
introduction of this custom in Tirumalai. Sri T.K.T. Veera Raghavacharya in
his book 'History of Tirupati' has reproduced in Appendix |, a reprint of an
article published in August 1831 A. D. by an English District Collector of
the region about Tirumalai in the Asiatic Journal. The reprint mentions that
"offerings or counickee are made generally from interested votives, and
are of a very diversity of articles conceivable; gold and silver lumps, coins
of all sorts, bags of rupees, copper, money, spices, asafoetida, the hair
cut off the head frequently vowed from infancy, and given up by
some beautiful virgin in compliance with her parent's oath. [emphasis
original] From the above it is evident that this custom at least existed in the
year 1831 A.D. if not earlier. [Sitapati:154]

Conversion is the main reason for tonsure

In the above account, Sri Sitapati gives three possible reasons for starting the practice
of ceremonial tonsure, as follows;

(a) To stress humility,

(b) Conversion of other sects to Vaishnavism, and

(c) Monetary reasons.

Of the above (a) and (c) are not of any importance. Only we have to consider a point of
conversion of other sects into Vaishnava fold. Shri Sitapati is not very explicit about his
point, or is rather shy, as to why the practice of mundana as associated with the
conversion of other sects to Vaishnavism. Perhaps devotee in him overrides a scholar
in him. What is the relation of mundana with the people who got converted? Presuming
these other sects were Shaivites, mundana has no value in Shaivism. It is certain that
mundana does not form a traditional method of worshipping Vishnu. Also mundana
does not form a part of conversion to Vaishnavism, as will be seen from the description
of Vaishnava conversion given in Chapter 24. What Sitapati probably means to say (but
does not) is that, those converted to Vaishnava fold were already used to, and rather
fond of ceremonial tonsure at temples and did not want to give up the practice even
after conversion to Vaishnavism. Who were such people? It was one of the old practices
of Buddhists, as we know to becomes Shramaner or Shramaneri and to stay at a place
of worship, pilgrimage or a centre of learning for a few days in attendance with the
masters, the essential requirement being the tonsure of head at that time. This
practice of spending few days as Shramaner or Shramaneri, either for learning and
spending more time, or for the purpose of ceremonial initiation of Shramaner as a
notional gesture for a few days, is prevalent even today, in most of the countries where
Buddhism is a living faith. This is true of countries following Southern Buddhism as well
as Northern Buddhism.

Tonsure was practiced by the Buddhists
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We find innumerable references to this practice in old Buddhist texts. Dr.Anganelal
observes:

"Pravajjya and upsampada were the special sanskaras of Buddhists. To
accept pravajjya, either lifelong or for a few days was considered
meritorious and to give moksha for all Buddhists. There are four categories
of Buddhists with regard to observance of good conduct; upasakas who
observe five, upasakas, who observe eight, Shramaner who observe ten
and shramana or bhikshus, who observe two hundred and twenty eight
sheelas. First two are for house-holders. Initiation of Shramaner is known
as pravajjya and that of bhikshu is called upsampada. It is compulsory to
become a shramaner, before becoming a bhikshu. [Angnelal, Sanskrit
baudha sahitya me bharatiya jivan, (hindi), Kailash Prakashan Lukhnow, p.
159]

Description of rite of Pravajja

He has also given the ritual to be followed at this time.

"Only bhikshus could initiate others. We find a detailed account of
pravajjya of Nanda in Saundarananda and Rahula in Mahavasstu. First of
all the seeker of initiation was tonsured and then given ochre robes
to wear. After wearing this the seeker lay Buddhist was initiated by
Triratna and Pancha-sheelas and Shramaner was initiated by Das Sheela,
(Mahavastu Ill 268/17-18). After cutting his hair Rahula was initiated with
Trun Sanstaran, Sariputra holding his right hand and Moudgalayan holding
left hand. (Mahavastu I11/268- 69.)

"After Pravajjya the initiated Bhikshu had to bow down to guru and seek his
advice and orders.

"This sanskar was open to women also (Divyavadana 318,7) and they
too had to shave their heads and wear ochre robes, (Divyavadana
317/31-32.)"

Tonsure is ancient practice in this Temple

If the idea that the practice of tonsure is related to the conversion of other sects into
Vaishnava fold is kept in mind, then it becomes clear that this practice is going on since
the days of fall of Buddhism and emergence of Vaishnavism. It is not possible to
postulate any later date for the beginning of this custom, because as the days went by
the orthodoxy prevailed supreme and the sight of a shaven headed Hindu woman was
considered more and more inauspicious. Under these circumstances it is inconceivable
that practice of presenting the shaven headed women before the Lord could have
started. And it must have been an ancient custom and continued in spite of being
ignored by the Puranas, and in spite of being ignored by the writers of inscriptions.
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Rather, it could possibly be argued that such a neglect of its mention was intentional for
obvious reasons that this practice had to be continued much against the wishes of the
Brahmins. Therefore, Ramesan seems to be correct when he says;

"This custom of removing hair as a part of religious ceremony has a
very hoary past.” [Ramesan N., The Tirumala Temple, T.T.D., p. 587]

Shaven headed men, let alone women, are inauspicious to

Hindu tradition.

It is a well known fact that a sight of shaven headed is inauspicious to a Hindu since
long back, because of hatred against Buddhists. There are references to this not only in
religious texts, but also in Sanskrit Dramas like 'Mrichacha Katika'

Hindu men have their heads shaven only when somebody elderly dies in the house and
women were shaven headed only when they are widows and not otherwise. It is also
well-known that sight of shaven headed widow is inauspicious to a Hindu. A glaring
example of this was demonstrated by Brahmo Samaj in Bengal, when they arranged a
reception of a dignitary by shaven headed widows on a New Moon day just to press
home their point of view that neither the shaven headed widow nor the New Moon day
was inauspicious.

Story in Vishnu Purana

That even the sight and a talk with a mundaka was considered inauspicious and
punishable by several consequences is shown by a story in Vishnu Purana (part Ill
Chapter 18 verse 53 to 100). The summary is given by Dharmanand Kosambi.
[Dharmanand Kosambi, Bhartiya Sanskriti Aur Ahimsa, (hindi), p.184] It says that a king
happened to talk to a pashandi, i.e. a shaven headed Buddhist monk, on the day of a
vrata, as a result of which he was born as a dog then as a jackal and afterwards as a
lamb, a vulture, a crow, a duck, a peacock etc. The author concludes this narration by
saying;

"It is clear that the author of this puranic story has written it to show that on

days of Vrata even talking with a Pashandhi can lead to horrible
consequences".

Contempt of Buddhists in ancient Hindu texts

Dr. Ambedkar has given many instances of contempt of Buddhists in the ancient Hindu
literature. [Untouchables, p. 96]

"That there existed hatred and abhorrence against the Buddhists in the

minds of the Hindus and that this feeling was created by the Brahmins is
not without support.
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"Nilkanta in his Prayaschit Mayukha |, quotes a verse from Manu which
says:- 'lIf a person touches a Buddhist or a flower of Pachupat, Lokayataka,
Nastika and Mahapataki he shall purify himself by a bath'."

"The same doctrine is preached by Apararka in his Smriti. Vraddha Harit
goes further and declares entry into the Buddhist Temples as sin requiring
a purificatory bath for removing the impurity.

"How widespread had become this spirit of hatred and contempt against
the followers of Buddha can be observed from the scenes depicted in
Sanskrit dramas. The most striking illustration of this attitude towards the
Buddhists is to be found in the Mricchakatika ..."

After describing how the monk is insulted and beaten up by Brahmin hero Charudatta,
in this dramma, Dr. Ambedkar observes:

"Here is a Buddhist monk in the midst of the Hindu crowd. He is shunned
and avoided. The feeling of disgust against him is so great, that the people
even shun the road the monk is travelling. The feeling of repulsion is so
intense that the entry of the Buddhist was enough to cause the exit of the
Hindus. A Brahmin is immune from death penalty. He is even free from
corporal punishment. But the Buddhist Monk is beaten and assaulted
without remorse, without compunction as though there was nothing wrong
init."

Tonsures followed by Hindus

It has been pointed out that sight of a shaven headed man, let alone a woman, was
inauspicious to a Hindu. This does not mean that Hindus were doing tonsure only at
inauspicious times. Many examples can be quoted when Hindus indulge in tonsure.
There is a ceremony called Chudakaran which is one of the sanskaras and is said to be
to achieve long life. [Pandey: 1969: 94] Pandey avers that this ceremony was not
concerned with the dedication of the hair to the deity. It was originally performed in
childhood, but now a days it is usually done just before Upanayana. [Pandey:96] It is
particularly interesting to note that a tuft of hair is left unremoved on the top and is
called sikha. It is arranged according to family tradition, number of tufts being decided
by number of pravara in the family. [Pandey:98]

Tuft of hair was reaction against Buddhism.

Pandey observes:

"Keeping the top hair, in its course of evolution, became an indispensable
sign of the Hindus. The tuft and the sacred thread are the compulsory
outward signs of the twice born. ... It may be a reaction against
Buddhism and sanyasa", Pandey further adds. [fn.]
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It is noteworthy that at Tirupati no tuft or hair is left over after the tonsure and thus it is
against the tenets of Hindu Sastras.

Vedic Tonsures

The same applies to the tonsures in Sanskaras of Upanayana, Samavartanaa, and also
as preliminary tonsure in Vedic sacrifices like Soma festival and Chaturmasya and
Agnistoma where tonsure is performed, more as a part of general cleaning of body,
rather than as a rite. And in any case, these tonsures associated with Vedic rites
cannot explain the tonsures at Tirumalai for a simple reason that Vedic tonsures
are privileges to be enjoyed only by so called ‘twice born', whereas, at Tirumalai it
is practiced by all castes and predominantly by the non-twiceborns. Can it be
argued that this privilege was passed on by the Brahmins to other castes in later times?
This is against the known history of this land. In this country, once any privilege is
established, the Brahmins never renounced it for the benefit of others. A glaring
example can be cited, when the Brahmins of Maharashtra complained to Brahmin
Peshava rulers and got decree against Sonars, who wanted to wear dhoti in a particular
fashion, but it was considered exclusive privilege of the Brahmins to wear dhoti that
way. [Ambedkar: 1970: 58, Annihilation of Caste] If this is the state of affairs in secular
matters, can it be surmised that a religious privilege like Vedic tonsure would be passed
on to shudras? So it is futile to say that tonsures at Tirumalai have anything to do with
Vedic rites.

Votive offering of hair is contrary to Hindus Sastras

Study of comparative religion shows that in ancient civilizations, tonsure was practiced
by Semitic people, the Syrians, the Phoenicians, and the Priests of Isis. About all the
above views of anthropologists, Shri Raj Bali Pandey comments that these views are
not valid for tonsure in India. It is specially to be noted that offering of hair to the deity is
contrary to the sastras. Shri Pandey observes:

"...In the opinion of some anthropologists, however, this ceremony had
dedicative purpose in ins origin, that is, hair was cut off and offered as a
gift to some deity. But this supposition is not correct, at least so far as
Hindu tonsure is concerned. The dedicative purpose was unknown to the
Grihyasutras and the Smritis. ..." [Pandey:95]

Why Brahmins had to concede to Tonsure

The Brahmanic practices always considered tonsure inauspicious, but the system was
so deeply rooted in the minds of Buddhist common people that they would not give it up.
So it became necessary for the Brahmins to adopt this system like many other Buddhist
practices. In the case of tirthas, Puranas and Nibandhas of medieval period prescribed
tonsure in temples and tirthas. e.g. Samba Upapurana, and we find in later Puranas like
Kasi Khand of Skanda Purana, it is advised for pilgrims to undergo shave at a tirtha,
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with some amendments. Shri J.H.Dave tells us the rules are as follows:

"Whenever one goes to any Tirtha, the usual rule is that one should get
shaved at that place, and should observe a fast. But, this rule does not
apply in the case of the following four Tirthas: Kurukshetra, Visala, Viraja
and Gaya. With respect to ladies, particularly those whose husbands are
alive, it has been stated that mundana or shaving in their case is to be
understood as cutting of their braid of hair by only two finger breadths."
[Dave: I, xxiv]

Here we find an example of borrowing by Brahmins of a custom from the Buddhists
much against their wishes, because they could not recommend a complete shave for
women, unlike the Buddhists.

Ramesan observes:

"Exceptions were introduced to the rule about tonsure. Daksa forbade
tonsure, the offering of pindas and the carrying of a corpse and all funeral
rites to one whose father was alive and to a man whose wife was pregnant.
But his prohibition did not apply to penances. The Baudhayanasutra
already referred to prohibits the tonsure of women in penances. Angiras
163, Apastamba smrti 1.33-34, Brahdyama V.16, Vradha-Harita 1X. 386,
Parasara |IX 54-55, Yama 54-55, all provide that in the case of married
women whose husbands are alive, and in the case of maidens all
their should be held together and only two finger-breadths of hair
should be cut off. In the case of widows and ascetics the entire head
was to be shaved." [Ramesan: Tirumala Temple, p.591]

Tonsures at Tirthas

Tonsure is also prescribed in ancient Dharmasastras while going on pilgrimage.
Padmapurana and Skanda Purana advocate tonsure when starting for pilgrimage. A
verse from Vishnu Purana which is also quoted by Tirtha-chintamani and Tirtha
prakasha enjoins:

"Tonsure should be carried out at Prayaga when on a pilgrimage, and on
the death of one's father or mother, one should not in vain (lightly)
tonsure the head..." [Ramesan: 1981: 587]

Here Vishnu Purana has actually enjoined NOT to perform tonsures without a valid

cause and in no case this passage of Vishnu Purana can explain the tonsures at
Tirumalai. Thus Tirumalai tonsure do not conform with the rules of Puranas either.

Tonsure is not a method of Vishnu Worship

It is also noteworthy that the method of worship of Vishnu Image is described popularly
as Shodas Upachar. These are 16 ways in which Vishnu Image should be worshipped.
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It should be noted that mundana or tonsure ceremony is not included as one of them.

Tirumalai tonsures are not Tantric or Natha practices

It has been suggested that offering of hair is equivalent to and symbolic of offering of
head. This explanation also is not appropriate for a Vishnu temple because offering of
head involves himsa which is against the tenets of Vaishnavism, though it may be
permissible in Shakti puja.

Ramesan informs us that, seventh century reliefs at Mahabalipuram depict hair offering
to the Devi Vakpati, eighth century court poet of Kanauj refers hair offered in a shrine of
goddess Vindhyavasani, Tantrika ascetics considered sikha as one of Tantric angas to
be worshipped at four comers of yantra. Offering of sikha was also an important ritual in
the initiation of Tantric ascetics. Mahanirvan Tantra notes that Pitars, Devas and
Devarsi and also 'the acts performed in the worldly stage of life reside in the sikha'. The
ascetic offers his sikha in fire uttering mantras. Offering of sikha by the initiates is still a
practice among the Nathapanthis.

What is the connection of these cults with Vaishnavism? They are both so called
heretical cults and much nearer to Buddhism than to Brahmanism. How does one
account for Tirumalai tonsures on the Tantric and Natha practices? As a matter of fact
Nathism is considered by scholars as a corrupt from of Buddhism and believed to have
originated from Buddhist Nikayas during the general decline of Buddhism.

Tirumalai tonsures are not prayschittas

There is one more group where tonsure was undertaken by followers of Brahmanism in
ancient times. That is the performance of tonsure as a punishment and sentence by
law.

Ramesan observes:

"... To these occasions may be added penances. The idea seems to have
been entertained that whatever sin a man commits it becomes centered in
the hair, as seen for verse quoted by the Madanaparijata and
Prayaschittasam uchchaya Gautama. (27.3), Vasista Dharmasutra(24.5),
Baudhayanasutra Dh.S(11.1.98-99) and others provide for the tonsure of
the hair on the head and lips (except those on the eye-brows, the hair on
the trunk and the top knot). [Ramesan: 591]

The Brahmins were exempt from capital punishment. Offenses which were punishable
by corporal sentence for non-Brahmins, were punishable by tonsure in case of
Brahmins. [Manu VIII, 379] It seems strange to the present day scholars that for the
same offence, the punishment by ancient law was cutting of an arm in case of non-
Brahmin and only a tonsure in the case of Brahmin. Though this discrimination is unfair,
it should be realised that the ultimate effect of even this sentences of tonsure resulted in
condemnation by the society and deprivation of the means of sustenance, because
many times in the case of punishment to the brahmins by tonsure, they were also
excommunicated and driven out of the village. Every student of ancient Indian history

http://www.dalitstan.org/books/tirupati/tiru26.html



14 'on noo1 97 7"02

knows the severity of the sentence of excommunication. It was because of this that
many authorities have made exceptions and given some concessions to brahmins
under certain circumstances. Ramesan observes:

"... It was further provided by Parasara (IXC 52-54), and Sankha (pp.290-
291) that in the case of a king or a prince or a learned Brahmana, tonsure
of head should not be insisted upon, but that they should have to undergo
double the usual penance and the dakshina would have to be double. The
Mitakshara, 111.325 quotes a verse of Manu (not found in the printed text) -
'tonsure of the head is not desired in case of learned Brahamans and kings
except in the case of those guilty of mahapatakas, of cow-killing or of being
an avakirnin ..." [Ramesan: 59]

It is of course improper to think that the people who undergo tonsure at Tirumalai are
sentenced to undergo any punishment, neither is there any feeling of guilt in their
minds. They undergo tonsure gladly with full religious reverence, and this type of
tonsure as prayaschittas has nothing to do with tonsures in Tirumalai.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we may say about Brahmanic tonsures, that:
* 1. Hindu Sastras do not recognize tonsure as votive as an offering to a deity.
* 2. Preservation of tuft of hair on the top is obligatory for the followers of Brahmanism.
* 3. Young unmarried maidens and married women are not to shave.
* 4. Only widows are shaven headed.
* 5. Shaven headed men, and not only women, were considered inauspicious.
* 6. Shaving was done as punishments and in case of death of relatives.
* 7. In short, it was an occasion for sorrow and mourning.
Therefore, the traditional custom of tonsures performed at Tirumalai as religious
ceremony can not be viewed upon as a custom of the Brahmanic religion, and as it is an
unique and important part of worship at Tirupati, the shrine at Tirumalai could not have
been a Brahmanic centre in olden days. There is a remarkable absence of legends or
epigraphs about tonsures, denoting the displeasure of priestly leaders of the shrine,
about it. All these go to prove that the practice of tonsure at Tirumalai is the relic of old
Buddhist custom, and suggests the Buddhist origin of Tirumalai Deity.

-000o00-

<< Previous Chapter ] [ Table of Contents ] [ Next Chapter >>

THE END
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Sunday, 03/09/03 | Middle Tennessee News & Information
Giving her glory to God

Rathamma and Pramma stand under the Kapila Teertham waterfall that feeds the bath at the Sri Kapileswara temple.
Washing in the falls is a ritual that many devotees complete before going into the temple to worship.

Related story: From India to Nashville: The human hair trade links people a world apart

Subscribe to The Tennessean

TIRUPATI, India — A single, dusty braid swings down her back as Rathamma Nagappa steps from the third-class train
car packed with fellow pilgrims.

Rathamma has made the two-day journey to India's largest Hindu temple with her family and friends to fulfill a pledge to
God. Provide us with a good rice crop, she had prayed, and I'll sacrifice my hair and surrender my beauty.

Rathamma's intended faith offering will soon take on new life as a fashion commodity. Her hair, along with strands shorn
from the heads of millions of women each year, will be shaved from her scalp, swept up and shipped around the world to

cities such as Nashville, where African-American women are the biggest buyers of hair to braid or weave into their own.

Almost all comes from places such the Sri Venkateswara temple, whose hair sales have helped make it India's richest
religious shrine.

The strands pass through many hands on their 9,000-mile journey from southern India to Nashville stores, where they are
displayed under brand names such as "Hollywood" and "Hotlocks" and retail from $10 to $100.

Along the way, there's the teenager who sorts other women's hair while wearing flowers in her own, dreaming of a
promotion in the Indian hair factory where she has worked almost half her life.

A Korean immigrant who is building a retail empire selling the hair to support her own faith and family, offering free
advice on the latest styles to Nashville customers — though hers hasn't changed in 20 years.

And, finally, an African-American woman attending Tennessee State University who carves out enough time and money
in a life that is short on both to buy the hair to braid into her own. All so she can project her beauty rather than her

struggles.

They are linked by a multimillion-dollar international hair trade that is a few decades old but rooted in the ancient
pursuits of faith and beauty.

And at the beginning there is one woman's faith and her long, black hair.

Rathamma arrives at the train station with her husband, her 11-year-old daughter and about a dozen members of her rice
and sugar cane farming village on a cool Sunday morning in December.

Almost everyone on the crowded platform around them is beginning or ending a pilgrimage to Sri Venkateswara temple.
It's easy to spot the incoming passengers from those returning home: The bald ones are leaving.

Tirupati is in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, between the Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal. It is as far south from
the nation's capital of New Delhi as Dallas is from Washington, but the bald heads set the place far apart from anyplace
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else in India or the rest of the world.

In a country where the long hair of a woman is a cultural norm, the hairless heads of women laughing, carrying children
on hips or hailing three-wheeled taxis is a startling sight.

The shrine draws 50,000 pilgrims each day — more worshippers than Islam's Mecca or Christianity's St. Peter's Basilica.
Indians call it the Hindu Vatican. It has prospered from all that pilgrims have brought to offer: gold, money — and hair.

Most of what Rathamma has brought to this temple town fits in two plastic mesh shopping bags: a change of clothing,
soap and toothbrushes for herself, her husband and daughter, and a sheet for them all to sleep on in the free rooms the
temple provides.

She wears one of her most valuable possessions on her head. Even the grime from two days of grueling travel by foot,
bus and train can't dull the sheen on Rathamma's hair from faithful nightly massages with coconut oil. It won't be long
before the hair is gone.

A clerk at a platform kiosk staples paper bands around the wrists of the thousands of daily arrivals. Encircling
Rathamma's, the slip reads Monday at 4 p.m., 36 hours to go before she can join the eight-hour line to visit
Venkateswara's inner sanctum.

She walks in the direction of the barber area.

Hair offered for God's gift

No one knows why Venkateswara, a four-armed reincarnation of Vishnu, the Hindu god of preservation, requires hair
offerings. A sacrifice of beauty is a centuries-old custom here, but it is uncommon at most other Hindu temples.

"The most beautiful part of the body is human hair," said P.K. Krishnaiah, the temple's top executive. "It is a surrendering
of ego to God. It is a spiritually beautiful act to rid oneself of worldly beauty."

Before the international hair trade, the temple would sell or donate the hair sacrificed by pilgrims to local tribal people,
who specialized in making small buns of hair that Indian women buy to add to their own on special occasions such as
weddings.

Rathamma has made the 600-mile journey because Venkate-swara answered her prayers.

"We owe a debt to God so we are here to repay him," she said.

At a time when water disputes a few miles away have driven farmers to commit suicide, the fields that Rathamma, 35,
and her husband, Sadramappa, 49, work have abundant water. So do their neighbors' fields.

That has provided the 500-member village of Sollapura with amenities that many nearby towns in India's farm belt in the
southwest state of Karnataka lack — a one-room schoolhouse, an electrical power line and a telephone.

Rathamma said Venkateswara has a well-earned reputation for providing protection and granting wishes. In return for so
much, he expects his devotees to offer what they can.

The greatest possession Rathamma can give is her hair.
Rathamma's fingers have combed and cared for the long strands untouched by anything harsher than soap every night,
and braided them each morning. Loosened only before her husband and family, her braid has wrapped up and preserved

her hair's beauty. She has never dyed, permed or put chemicals on it.

Those are the very qualities that make the hair of women worshippers at Tirupati prized for hair extensions, used mainly
by African-American women.

Hair underpins temple city

Even though hair doesn't hang from every head, it hangs everywhere else that Rathamma passes on her way to the barber
through central Tirupati, a city of about 100,000 people.

Shorn ponytails that are good-luck symbols swing wildly from car bumpers and the rearview mirrors of trucks that
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narrowly swerve past pedestrians and free-roaming cows.

Bunches of hair bound by coconut fibers dangle from the awnings of stalls selling everything from fresh fruit to hubcaps.
Souvenir sellers hawk hair to bald women along with laminated and lit pictures of the temple.

The hair trade is present in other, more subtle ways. The paved streets that Rathamma crosses are paid for from temple
coffers enriched by hair sales, between $2 million and $4 million worth each year.

The ever-present temple security workers, wearing brown uniforms and carrying long sticks, are among 14,000 official
staff — or about one-seventh the population of the town — whose salaries are paid for by offerings.

There are six hospitals, a leper rehabilitation colony, 29 educational institutions and dozens of charities that carry the
name Venkateswara.

There is nowhere else in the world where faith fueled by hair operates on this scale: 25,000 shaved heads each day, 450
tons of hair each year.

Rathamma's contribution is several ounces of premium quality hair that hanging from cellophane bags in a Nashville
beauty store would cost $100 or more, about a quarter of the yearly income that an average Indian farming family earns.

An unquestioned ritual

The yellow door to the barber area is propped open when Rathamma, her family and neighbors arrive after an hour's walk
from the station. The dozen village men with her will shave their heads today, too.

The barber, with only a checked cloth wrapped around his loins, squats outside but heads back in to ready his blades
when the group arrives.

Rathamma is the only woman, although she says several women from the village make the trip from Sollapura each year.
The dim, sparsely furnished room is one of a dozen smaller satellite shaving areas at the foot of the hill leading to the
Venkateswara temple. In the main barber area — which is free — 600 barbers serve long lines of pilgrims, shaving head

after head. But at the Sri Kapileswara barber area no one is waiting.

Rathamma is willing to pay a fee, she says, to avoid the chaos of the main barber area. She and her daughter wait inside
while her husband goes to buy the tickets — about 25 cents each — for the tonsure, as the head shave is called.

She sits on a wooden plank inches above the floor and first loosens the single braid that ends midway down her back.
Then she looks at her daughter, Pramma, and caresses her pigtails. The girl squirms and looks down on the floor when
asked what she thinks about soon becoming bald.

It is just Pramma's second time here, Rathamma says. Pramma was 9 months old the first time.

It is Rathamma's sixth since she was about Pramma's age.

Most Indian women have hair below their bottoms, Rathamma says, miming the length by placing a hand three feet
below the ends of her hair.

Does she know that, about the time she started sacrificing her hair, the temple began auctioning off the offerings that
eventually are bought by women half a world away?

Wherever else it goes, Rathamma says, shaking her head, it also goes to God.
A few minutes, a bare head

The barber has done this for 40 years and works fast. Soon all the men from the village are finished, chatting, laughing
and rubbing bald heads.

Rathamma covers her shoulders with a shawl, lifts her loose black hair over it and sits cross-legged before the barber.

She bows deeply. But it's not an act of prayer or submission. It's to expose the hair farthest down the nape of her neck to
the blade of his straight razor.
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The woman who sweeps the garden and the man who staffs the religious offering stall that sells incense come in to talk
with the barber while he works.

The barber cups his right hand and dips it into a small bucket by his side. He drizzles the water over Rathamma's head.
He divides her hair in two and then, tilting her head to one side, he begins the long strokes — neck to forehead. A little
more water to keep the scalp moist. A swipe of the razor on a towel lying across his thigh. Neck to forehead.

After a last swipe of the straight-edge blade, the whole right side of Rathamma's hair is in his left hand.

He knots the two-foot-long hank of hair together and lays it carefully by his side before tilting her head to the right. He
raises the blade and begins again at her neck.

With another hank of Rathamma's hair knotted by his side, the barber rubs at a nick bleeding slightly on Rathamma's
scalp with a small soap stone, and then he is done. It has taken less than five minutes.

The sweeper woman will collect all the men's hair from the floor on a newspaper to put in a plastic bucket. But the barber
takes Rathamma's hair to a red bucket, laying the two bunches, each knotted, at the bottom.

Men's hair is cheap, he says. Ladies' hair is more valuable at auction if it's all kept together.

In India, a country of 1 billion, nothing is wasted, the barber says. In contrast, barbers and stylists with the U.S.-based
Supercuts — with 125 million hair cuts each year, close in scale to Sri Venkateswara — stuff tons of hair in the garbage.

Rathamma stands and wipes at the few wet strands plastered to her forehead, then rubs her bald head.
"It itches," she says.
Her daughter is next.

After their shaves, mother faces daughter and swipes the short hairs above her child's eyes. They smile at each other's
bald heads.

Ritual's final steps

When the group collects their things, it is to walk to a sacred bathing area 100 yards away, where a waterfall flows down
jagged rocks into a pool surrounded by steep steps.

Rathamma puts her bags down and hands her husband a bar of soap. She holds Pramma's hand and walks over to the
waterfall.

The bathing women wear saris, a long piece of cloth wrapped around and around them.

The water splashes over her bare scalp and plasters the layers of yellow and green material to her skin. It's icy. Pramma
hunches over and laughs at the coldness of the water with her mother.

Many of the men have stripped to their underwear. One uses a bar of Ivory soap to wash under his arms. A woman uses
the end of her sari to scrub behind a little boy's ears. Another woman brushes her teeth with her finger.

When Rathamma returns to her bags and sees that her husband has let some of their dry clothes spill out too close to the
water, she complains loudly to him as he walks back from the waterfall. He looks over her shoulder at a neighbor, raises
his eyebrows and smiles. Then he helps her shake the clothes.

Later they begin the three-hour walk up the steps carved out of the hill to the Sri Venkateswara temple where they will
spend the night sleeping sandwiched between other pilgrims.

Tomorrow Rathamma will join the line at her appointed time to pray before the bejeweled statue of Venkateswara under
the temple's gold dome. The line, winding through a half-mile of enclosures for crowd control, might take eight hours or

more.

From there Rathamma and the villagers will rejoin the crowd of bald heads waiting at Tirupati station for a westbound
train that will take them home to Sollapura and the sugar cane crop.
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Her hair begins its journey
But a much longer journey awaits Rathamma's hair.
That night, a collection truck will pick up the buckets of hair.

In a downtown warehouse, Rathamma's shining dark strands will be stuffed into a burlap sack with thousands of other
women's, all with their stories of sacrifice: thanks for a healthy baby, good health, long life.

Then Rathamma's hair — untouched by anyone except herself, her husband and now a barber — will journey on through
the many lives, and hands, involved in the international hair trade.

Men and women in India, China and the United States will wash, comb, measure, box, inventory, advertise, trade and sell
hair.

Eventually, it will lay on the scalp of another woman — maybe in a place such as Nashville, which Rathamma has never
heard of — who will once again value the hair as she does, as a shining emblem of beauty.
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.N27nNN NNt X977 INX7 01007 00'N NIT'NYN N7anw Nd'M7 No'ol D70 NINwnn

N2'01N 7Y NYTNY NP7 NIT'NYN N7an L [INXRD 7R DITNYN 0720 DX NI'ATRIENNXYY IRX' ND'7Nn
.(Padmavati) 'ONINNTO

TUNINNTO 7W NN7NN7 N2'ON 27 Nd7N7 19'01 ND'0IN 7w T 9D NX R NIT'NYN n'7an

waN NNNY Nd'mMY7 Da N19'o X' . (Srinivasa) noxaMo 7x7 Xxwan'? n7 nan? yy'1 (Padmavati)
NOox1"1"M0 nwa (Padmavati) 'oxaxnT™ 7w 0T DX MWD DI WPa7 X AT TIva N

. (Srinivasa)

NN 'Y N7 NIFTEDIMIWAN DY TN' N2'7n'7 170 (Vakuladevi) '2T21R1, NITNYVA 0720 N2A'TY INRY
.(Padmavati) 17 XwIN7 'ORKAXNTNO 7¥ NT' NX W7 (Srinivasa) noxa'1on

,N"7YUN VAN NITNYN NTIN 7Y AIRIAIN 227 Nd7nnn ynwi (Brihaspati) 'OXDOXNMAA YV NNW INK7
(Srinivasa) nox211"M0% INYa DX j7'wn7 07NN (Akasaraja) N'AIROXPX , (Srinivasa) noxa'on
J'RIYIYT 770 N2 TN YIAP7 [IIRN N7 R NI

NOX11"M07 NITYN? ANdn NON TN .M 7Y DINKRN D' T'P971 DMWY NI'T (Akasaraja) N'AIRON
NWKRYT ND'01N MK NXWYI RIA7 1nn wpann (ivasaSrin)

NON2'M0Y7 NI7wNY? (Sukamahamunin) [AINKXNRNZI07 ANDNN DX T'79N (Akasaraja) N'AANONIN
.(Srinivasa)

ANdNN DR 2% KN .(Vakulamalikadevi) 2T 780X 717R1 DY (Venkata) N0l nyaa? 170 (Suka) n71o
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.NIINNN NIRXIN DX |NNY7 T2 787 901 ni'7a (Kubera) N

NNNNaIIMan oy TN (Akasaraja) NAROPKR 7w IN1A7 Rx' (vasaSrini) noX2'1"M0 RN
.(Garutman) |[XnVNA 1201 *721 (Siva) Na'wI (Brahma)

J'RIYIN DYWYT INIXRYT 79 22 7Y 7721 TI2DN 701 (Akasaraja) N'ARINOPR MV 7RN 727nn nodA
TUNARNTO ND'0IN 7w AT NX N7?7 (Srinivasa) Nnoxa'1M10 7RN ,0'7RN 7D NINdIA

.(Akasaraja) N'AINOPN NK 121 NYUKRYT NNIR XYW (Padmavati)

(Vayudeva) naTi' nnn '7x1 (Adisesha) nworx 'a ninnn
(Vaikuntam) DXRVAPXI7 170 (NN 7X) (Vayudeva) N2TIN'RI ,(Dwaparayuga) NAI'RIROXRIITN 170NN
MY [NToNN 7Y .(Sri Lakshmi) MW7 M0 N1ana Nl 78N .(Sri Vishnu) W1 M0 78N 191 NINNWUNY
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M0 7¥ IN17 0100 nnn vy (Adisesha) nUXTR AWXRD MI0F 7*7Tn NATINI .(Adisesha) NWUR'TN
.NT2 N7 0N7n7 17'nNn (Vayudeva) naTI'R1l (Adisesha) nwX TR .(Sri Vishnu) nw1

YI¥N IR LPTN N M INQY7 1T .INNI2AA1 NNV 212NN TRXR 70 ,20WNn (Vishnu) W' 78D TWUXD
) NATIRIELMI9XN 1T (Meru) 1NN NN 770 ,(Ananda) NT1IX Nyaa DX q'7* (Adisesha) nuxTRY
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WP NINNRD DIYITRN DYl (Indra) NNTI'R ,(Brahma) nninna , Ty 071vn1 ,NIvIo NN NNNNN
.071vn NNINY (Vayudeva) N2TI'RI 7w 111INX17 X'2NY7 (Adisesha) NWUNR'TRN
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(Adisesha) NWKR'TX .(Swarnamukhi) 'NIMXIIXIIO 1N1 NITA? 12w (Ananda) NTIIXN Nyaal (Adisesha

) TR NYIA] YN KINY DINIRA 1'7X 119 DNKRNIE (Brahma) Nnnna 780 .1IT09N 2py XDITN '
,i1V (Seshadri) M TRWO? NIX TR 9*7nn (Adisesha) nurTX .1"7v aw'n' (Vishnu) Nl (Venkatadri
IV¥NK ,(Sri Venkateswara) NIRIIOV?A1 MO NX 2'TNNAN (Venkatadri) MTROKRPAID AR IWKRD 110D TWUNRD
78N NX XWNN (Srisailam) DX'7'X0"M0D 12171 ,(Narasimha) Nn*WKRIN] 782 JnInn (Ahobila) N7*aINXD
(Siva na'w 7xN) (Mallikarjuna) NI'ARP'7NRN

(Adi Varaha) xnxax1 TR *T* 2y YIXRD 21T DIP'Y

MV W AN, (XN (Brahma) nninna? n7'9%1 oi'7 7w nnw) (yugas) niarn 197 NNy quna
) NPI7IR' TR 079N WONYT 1701 NNTRN NIX WI017 2N DD DTRN .9X7 190 NNTRN 72V 72001
.(Janaloka

DA TY',1N¥I 0"71Y DY .0V QU1 ,NNN 7X,(Vayu) I'R1,((Brahma) nnnna 7w) 0790 N1 oy
[IMNNN 071Y2 NYPY NNTRN .(Pralaya Kalpa) Nn97j7 n"X7R19 71Tan 71ann nn'n ARXINNL,9NI0

) NN 7w 070 R NNn TR AT) DY 97X qJwna 0T ax¥Na NNl (Patala loka) N7 N'7ROXS
.((Brahma

NNNINI TR NNIX IR X' KD .ANTRN DR 7'°¥07 nx L (Sri Maha Vishnu) W' Xnn M0
) NOP'RINT'N DY NW? 217 1ITA DNY7 KIN .(Pataloka) Ni71709 'NNNn D71V7 'wninl (Adi Varaha)
1210 NTRN DX X' DAN DR YO'Y KIN LINIX N1 7IKUN 17 (Hiranyaksa

NNLINN NX NN ,(Varaha) KNRIXRIE 7Y MDD DR NQ'Y 0NN DYRND L (Brahma) nnnna

) NNNN27 X1 DN7 2*NNN (Adi Varaha) XNl TR .QNTRD IR WTNN DY 17 177900 0N .NIE7RN
2V TPO NIN 'WIAR 7V 2071 YIRD 1T 7V AWTNING DI¥Y IR YN KIN .071V0 DR WTNN 1Ix'7 (Brahma
,NI2AW1 NI209 N7V NANN N'WA0 nyaa) (Kridachala) N'?'YXTA NX V'on? (Garuda) NTNA L1200 7D
.(Vaikuntam) DXOII'RIN (NNN1¥a (Adisesha) NUKRTR DX NMONN NNP' DANXAI ANTA N9IXN

MIRPYID MIRIION NNNTA) WITR DINA 1IT'RonI (Kridachala) N7XR'¥ T NR XN (Garuda) nTiNa
wTpPNN 2 N'N (Adi Varaha) XKNRIXI TR L(Adi Varaha) KORIRIE TR ™V N2 (Swami Pushkarini
JI20 [N 2R DY YXAY [ (Kridachala) n7'YXTR 7w wITEn

NXRIN W77 T'NoNn (Adi Varaha) RNXIRI TR NIX 1WA DINRD D'WITRN D'WIRNIE (Brahma) nninna
787 y1an% n'2210n DI'RY D'WIRT DD N'VANYTI D'WIRD 7V ]ANYT YTD nyaan v N L1M7l yian
.(onain n"wy) (Karma Yoga) narr nnIj71 (n'x0'Tn) (Dhyana Yoga) NAI' NIX"NT NIYXNN]

T NNl NNy?' DX VYL N'N KN .NIN27 0191 NIYINT YIIX DY Y'9IN (Adi Varaha) NNKRANXI TR

divya ) NakN'1 N7 NNN (Venkatadri) N TORIRIA IXWN? INYTA WIN ' KN .(Bhu Devi) 2T 1N
.D'WIRN NI7'oN 7V 2'wn7 15 (vimana
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Hear the ancient history of Tirupati Venkateswara as told by pauranika Sri Atmatattva Das.

Some extracts from the Varaha Purana:

The Rishis headed by Kasyapa began to perform a sacrifice (yaga) on the banks of the Ganges. Sage
Narada visited them at that time and asked them to tell him why they were performing the sacrifice
and who would be pleased by it.

Not being able to answer the question the Rishis approached Sage Bhrigu.To reach a solution after a
direct ascertainment of reality, Sage Bhrigu first went to Satyaloka (the abode of Lord Brahma).

There, he found Brahma reciting the four Vedas with his four heads in praise of Lord Narayana and
attended upon by Sarasvati and not taking notice of Bhrigu offering obeisance. Concluding that
Brahma was unfit for worship, Bhrigu left Brahmaloka for Kailasa.

At Kailasa, Bhrigu found Lord Siva spending his time pleasantly with Parvati and not noticing the
Sage Bhrigu. Parvati drew the attention of Siva to the presence of the sage.

Lord Siva became furious at the intrusion of Bhrigu and tried to destroy him. The sage cursed and
left for Vaikuntham.

The angry sage went to Sri Vaikuntham. Srimannarayana was reposing at that time on Adisesha with
Sri Mahalakshmi at His feet in service. Finding that Srimannarayana also did not notice him, the sage
was infuriated and he kicked the Lord on His chest, the place where Mahalakshmi resides.

At once the Lord hastened to make apologies to the angry Sage and pressed his feet to allay the pain
caused to the leg. In doing so the Lord removed the eye in the foot of the Sage, which gave him
power as to defy the Devas. The Sage thereupon decided that Sri MahaVishnu was the most Supreme
of the Trimurtis and told the Rishis the same.They thereupon decided that Sri MahaVishnu was the
fruit of the Yaga and sacrifice was offered to Him (Vishnu).

At the commencement of the present Sveta Varaha Kalpa, the whole Universe was filled with water
and the earth was immersed in it. Lord Vishnu took to form of a White Boar and dived into the water
to lift the earth. He slew the demon Hiranyaksha who caused obstruction to him and rescued the
earth.

Brahma and the other Devas extolled Sri Varaha at the time with the chanting of the Vedas and
showered flowers on him for saving the Earth. Lord Vishnu decided to stay on Earth in the form of
the White Boar for some time, to punish the wicked and protect the virtuous. This place
thenceforward came to be known as Varaha Kshetra and Varaha Kalpa began from that time.

After the departure of Mahalakshmi, Lord Vishnu left Vaikuntha in a forlorn condition and took his
abode in an ant-hill on the Venkata Hill under a tamarind tree beside a Pushkarini.

Brahma and Mahesvara, taking pity on the condition of Vishnu, made up their mind to assume the
forms of a cow and its calf to serve him.

The Sun God informed Mahalakshmi of this and requested her to sell the cow and calf to the king of
the Chola country assuming the form of a cowherdess.
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The king of the Chola country bought the cow and its calf and sent them to graze on the Venkata Hill
along with his herd of cattle. Discovering Lord Vishnu in the ant-hill, the cow everyday emptied her
under over the ant-hill and thus fed the Lord.

Finding that the cow did not yield any milk, the Chola Queen chastised the cowherd severely.

To find out the cause of the absence of milk, the cowherd followed the cow and hid himself in a bush
and discovered the cow emptying her under over the ant-hill.

Getting wild over the conduct of the cow, the cowherd aimed a blow with his axe on the head of the
cow. But the God rose from the ant-hill to receive the blow and save the cow.

When the cowherd saw the Lord bleed at the blow of his axe he fell down and died.

On the death of the cowherd, the cow returned bellowing to the presence of the Chola King with
blood stains over her body. To find out the cause of the terror of the cow the Chola King followed
her to the scene of the incident.

Near an ant-hill, the King found the cowherd lying dead on the ground. While he stood wondering
how it had happened, the Lord rose from the ant-hill and cursed the king to become an Asure from
the fault of his servant. Entreated by the king who pleaded innocence, the Lord blessed him by
saying that His curse would end when He was adorned with the Kireetam presented by Akasa Raja at
the time of His marriage with Sri Padmavati.

Thereafter Srinivasa decided to stay in this Varaha Kshetra. He therefore requested Sri Varahaswami
to grant Him a site for His stay. His request being readily granted, Srinivasa ordained that a
pilgrimage to His shrine would not be complete unless it is preceded by a bath in the Pushkarini and
Darsan of Sri VarahaSwami, and that Puja and Naivedyam should be offered to Sri Varaha first.

Yasoda brought up Sri Krishna, the son of Devaki, in his early years. Yasoda was not blessed to
witness the marriage of Sri Krishna with Rukmini and she felt very sad. Sri Krishna promised to
fulfil her desire in her next birth as Vakuladevi in his next Avatara as Srinivasa. This Vakuladevi was
sent to serve Srinivasa by Lord Varahasvami, on whom she was attending till Srinivasa came to
Venkatachala.

Sometime after, a King named Akasa Raja who belonged to the Lunar race was ruling over
Thondamandalam. He had a brother named Thondaman. Akasa Raja had no issue for a long time and
so he wanted to perform a sacrifice for obtaining an offspring. While he was himself ploughing and
ground for sacrifice, his plough turned up a lotus in the ground. On examining the lotus, the King
found a female child in it.

The king was happy to find a child even before he performed a sacrifice and carried it to his place
and gave it to his Queen to tend it. At that time he heard an aerial voice which said "O King, tend it
as your child and fortune will befall you". As she was found in a lotus, the king named her
Padmavati.

In course of time Princess Padmavati grew up into a beautiful maiden and was attended by a host of
maids. One day while she was spending her time in a garden picking flowers with her maids, Saint
Narada approached her. Assuring her that he was her well-wisher, he asked her to show him her palm
to read her future. He foretold that she was destined to be the spouse of Lord Vishnu himself.
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At this time Lord Srinivasa, who went for hunting chased a wild elephant in the forests surrounding
the hills. In the pursuit, Srinivasa was led into a garden, where Princess Padmavati and her maids
were picking flowers.The sight of the elephant frightened them and their Princess.

But the Elephant immediately turned round and saluted the Lord and disappeared in the forest.Lord
Srinivasa came on horse back and saw the frightened maidens and he was accosted by them with
queries.

Lord Srinivasa had explained them about his birth and parentage. He enquired them about their
princess and her parentage and birth.

When he was informed that the Princess was Padmavati (lotus-Born) the foster Daughter of
Akasaraja, he loved her and made advances to the Princess. He was repulsed with stones by the
maids and he urgently returned to the hills leaving the horse, which fell on the ground.

Vakuladevi, as usual, brought dinner to Srinivasa comprising various delicious dishes. But she found
him lying on his bed love-sick. She enquired the cause of his sickness. The Lord informed her that
unless he secured Princess Padmavati, he would not be well. Vakuladevi then asked him to tell her
all about the Princess, who she was, and how he came to love her. The Lord then narrated the story
of her (Padmavati’s) previous birth and his promise to wed her.

In olden times Lakshmi was staying as Vedavati in a Rishi Asrama in the forests. At that time
Ravana, the lord of Lanka came there and tried to tempt her. Vedavati grew angry and cursed him
that she would bring about his death.

To fulfil her words, Vedavati entered into the fire but the fire-god rescued her. He took Vedavati to
his house and entrusted her to his wife to take care of her.

When Ravana was about to carry away Sita from Panchavati in the absence of Rama and Lakshmana,
the Fire-God appeared on the scene and offered Vedavati to Ravana as the real Sita who was kept
with him by Rama to evade Ravana.

Ravana took Vedavati to Lanka thinking she was the real Sita, while Agni(Fire-God) took Sita to his
house and asked his wife Swahadevi to look after her.

After the destruction of Ravana, Vedavati entered the fires when rejected by Rama. Then the Fire-
God offered the real Sita to Rama. Rama then questioned her as to who the other lady by her side
was.

Sita informed Rama that she was Vedavati who suffered all the tortures for her sake for ten months
in Lanka and requested Rama to accept her also as his spouse. But Rama declined her request saying
that he was wedded to policy of having only one wife during his life time, and he promised to wed
her in her next birth as Padmavati, born as the daughter of Akasaraja when he will take the form of
Srinivasa.

There upon Vakuladevi thought that Srinivasa would not be happy unless he married Padmavati and
she offered to go to Akasaraja and his queen and arrange for the marriage. On the way she met the
maid-servants of Padmavati returning from a Siva Temple. She learnt from them about Padmavathi's
love-sickness and went to the queen along with them.
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Akasaraja and his queen Dharanidevi became anxious about the health of their daughter. They learnt
about Padmavati's love for Srinivasa of Venkata Hill. Akasaraja consulted Brihaspati about the
propriety of the marriage and was informed that the marriage was in the best interests.

After the departure of Vakuladevi Srinivasa could not rest in peace. He doubted her success in the
mission. He therefore assumed the form of a Yerukula-woman and entered the streets of the capital
telling fortunes. Padmavati's maids saw her and invited her to the presence of their queen.

The maid-servants went and informed the queen that the fortune-teller was hesitating to come into
the palace without an invitation from the queen.

The queen came out herself and invited the fortune-teller into the palace.The fortune-teller was taken
to the presence of Princess Padmavati.

The fortune-teller saw the palm of the Princess and told the queen about the cause of Padmavati's
indisposition and advised to give her in marriage to Lord Srinivasa. She also told the queen that a
lady would approach her shortly to formally request Padmavati's hand in marriage on behalf of
Srinivasa.

After the departure of the fortune-teller, Vakuladevi went to the queen along with the maids and
informed her that she came from Srinivasa to request the hand of Padmavati in marriage for him.

Having consulted Brihaspati and heard from his queen about the prediction of the fortune-teller and
arrival of the messenger, from Srinivasa, Akasaraja decided to bestow his daughter on Srinivasa and

he called the palace purohits to fix a Muhurtam for the marriage.

Akasaraja informed his Ministers and other Officials of his intention. Immediately a letter was
drafted for being sent to Srinivasa requesting him to come and marry the Princess.

Akasaraja entrusted the letter to Sukamahamunin for being delivered to Srinivasa. Suka went to
Venkata Hill with Vakulamalikadevi. He presented the Patrika to Lord Srinivasa, who felt pleased

and sent his garland through him for Padmavati.

Immediately Lord Srinivasa called for a conference of the Gods to win their consent for His marriage
with Princess Padmavati.

To meet the expenses of the marriage, Kubera lent money to the Lord.

Lord Srinivasa started for the residence of Akasaraja with his consorts and Brahma and Siva and his
vehicle Garutman.

At the entrance the Lord was received by Akasaraja with all honours and was taken in procession on
a mounted elephant to the palace for the marriage.

In the presence of all the Devas, Lord Srinivasa took the hand of the Princess Padmavati and wedded
her and thus blessed Akasaraja.

Contest between Adisesha and Vayudeva

During the Dwaparayuga, Vayudeva (the Wind God) went to Vaikuntam to pay his obeisance to
Lord Sri Vishnu. The Lord was reclining in the company of Sri Lakshmi. The doorway was guarded
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by Adisesha. Vayudeva was incensed when Adisesha prevented him from entering Sri Vishnu’s
mansion. Adisesha and Vayudeva began to fight with each other.

When Lord Vishnu intervened, each was boasting of his superior valour and supreme might. To test
who was stronger, the Lord suggested that Adisesha encircle the Ananda hill, an off-shoot of the
Meru mountain on its northern side, and that Vayudeva blow hard to try and dislodge the Ananda hill
from Adisesha's hold. The contest waxed furiously, and as the World trembled, Brahma, Indra and
the other Divine Beings requested Adisesha to yield victory to Vayudeva for the welfare of the
world.

Obliging them, Adisesha released his hold on the hill. As a result, Adisesha and the Ananda hill were
blown away to the banks of the river Swarnamukhi. Adisesha was dejected by his defeat. Lord
Brahma and the others appealed to him by saying that he would be merged with the hill Venkatadri
and Vishnu would reside on him. Adisesha then metamorphosed into the vast Seshadri, with his hood
manifesting itself as Venkatadri sustaining Sri Venkateswara, his middle as Ahobila supporting Lord
Narasimha, and his tail as Srisailam bearing Lord Mallikarjuna (Lord Siva).

Restoration of the Earth by Adi Varaha

During the eight thousand yugas (the equivalent of a day and night for Brahma, the Creator), there
was a raging fire, and everything on Earth was reduced to ashes. Man had to forsake the Earth and
seek refuge in Janaloka.

At the approach of night (of Brahma), Vayu, the Wind God, blew furiously. Huge clouds were
formed, there was torrential rain, and it resulted in Pralaya Kalpa (the Great Deluge). The Earth sank
into the Patala loka, and remained in that state for a thousand years (during a part of that night of
Brahma).

Sri Maha Vishnu, wanted to rescue the Earth. He assumed the form of Adi Varaha and proceeded to
Pataloka. He fought a fierce duel with Hiranyaksa and killed him. He then slashed the water and
brought up the Earth on his tusks.

Brahma, the Devas and the sages extolled Adi Varaha's virtues, by chanting the Vedic mantras. They
prayed to Him to re-establish the Earth as before. Adi Varaha obliged them, and called upon Brahma
to recreate the world. He expressed his desire to reside on the Earth to protect its people. He
commanded his vehicle, Garuda to fetch Kridachala (an extensive natural hill with lofty peaks,
embedded with gold and precious stones, and which resembled Adisesha in shape) from Vaikuntam.

Garuda brought Kridachala and deposited it on a sacred spot (to the East of Swami Pushkarini)
chosen by Adi Varaha. Adi Varaha stood within the divine vimana of Kridachala, which shone with
many gem-studded gopuras.

Brahma and the other holy personages requested the fearsome-looking Adi Varaha to assume a
tranquil and composed look, and rest on the hill to protect men and grant boons to people unable to

reach God through Dhyana Yoga (meditation) and Karma Yoga (doing one's own duty).

Adi Varaha appeared with four arms and a white face. He was adorned with jewels and accompanied
by Bhu Devi. He resolved to stay at Venkatadri, under a divya vimana, to grant the prayers of men.
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