Transcribed Phone Interviews with Employees at the Tirumala Temple in India

Transcribed Phone Interviews with Employees
at the Tirumala Temple in india

(Actual phone conversations were recorded.
They took place November 2017.)

To verify these conversations and hear the recording iiseli,
please cali 917-979-8800. Then press 49.

Temple Employee 1: What information is it, Ma’am?

Frum Jewish Interviewer: [ wanted to know if, first of all, they say any special words of
thank you or words of chanting to the gods?

Temple Employee 1: At the time of tonsure?
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Yes, at the time of tonsure.

Temple Employee 1: “Govinda.” We have to pray to the god “Govinda” while tonsuring
we can say “Govinda”.

Frum Jewish Interviewer: People say “Govinda?”

Temple Employee 1: Yes.

Frum Jewish Interviewer: Is it considered a sacrifice to the god when they cut their
hair?

Temple Employee 1: Yea, Ma’am. Suppose, | pray to god to do something for me, then
god solves it for me. Then after that. | can give my tonsure, | can give my hair to the
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Frum Jewish: Interviewer: So they’re giving their hair to the god?

Temple Employee 1: Suppose you have some desire. You've iried so many
things. You have difficulties. You pray to god, “If that problem is solved then | can
give vou hair.” You can give it to the god.




S #

After the solving of this problem, you can give the hair to the god. That is an
offering. You’re giving the hair to god.

Frum Jewish Interviewer: So the hair is an offering to the god?

Temple Employee 1: Yes.
Erum Jewish Interviewer: Do a lot of women come to tonsure, or is it more men?
Temple Employee 1: Both are doing the tonsuring.

Frum Jewish Interviewer: Ok, both are doing the fonsuring. Thank you so much.,

Frum Jewish Interviewer: Do women come also to tonsure their hair? Or is it more
men, or more women, or boih?

Temple Employee 2: Yes Ma'am, anyone can do it. In Tirumala everyone will tonsure.
Even a child also. Men, women, everybody

Frum Jewish Interviewer: The Indian people that come {o get tonsured, are they
praying to their god when they tonsure the hair? Is there a prayer that they say? Do they
say something, “Govinda?”

Temple Employee 2: Yes, yes. “Govinda.”

Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, they say “Govinda"
Temple Employee 2: Yes Ma'am

Frum Jewish Interviewer: What does “Govinda" mean?
Temple Employee 2: |t's iord Balaji.

Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, so they are praying. They say “govinda.”
My last 2 questions are, besides for “govinda,” the people that come, do they say any
other prayer, or just “govinda?”

Temple Employee 2: A number of names are there for Lord Venkateswara. Everyone
praying in their way. Prayer differs from each and every person.

Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, everyone prays in their own way. And is it considered
an offering to the god? Or a sacrifice to the god? The hair - when they cut their halir, is
that considered a religious sacrifice?




“The Hair-brained fashion scheme making billions of doilars” {online video)

EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO THE HAIR-BRAINED FASHION
SCHEME MAKING BILLIONS OF DOLLARS:

Newscaster: “Millions of Indians believe“sacrificing their hairvis the path to
happiness... in their pursuit of good fortune many will make a very personal
offering (their hair). Jihante, her husband and her sister are just three among
the thousands making the pilgrimage today.”

Jihante: “About five years ago | was unwell and | made a vow. So | come here to
fulfil the vow.”

Newscaster: “Jihante is honoring a promise to the god she believes healed her.
She hasn’t anything more valueable to offer than her hair.”

Jihante: “It’s no big deal so | can’t think about whether it's beautiful or ugly. It's
an offering to God, and therefore | have to go through with it.”

Newscaster: “Jihante knows what she is doing but she has no idea what will
become of her hair. She’s not thinking about it.”

Jihante: “We don’t know about that. We have offered it to God. What happens to
it we don’t know.”

Newscaster: “On this day the process is
being replicated at hundreds of temples
across Southern Iindia. With each hour
the pile of hair drying in the sun outside
the temple grows. Thousands of heads
will be shaved. Tons of hair will be
gathered.”

We have offered it to God.

£}

lihante: “A woman is beautiful with hair
and after offering the hair to God she’s still beautiful.”




Pilgrim Testimony (transcription of testimonyy):

Devotees at Tirupati Temple
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Pilgrim (he speaks in English):

“Selling (the hair) in the market...that is my business, |
know very well. But my mindsefg is | am coming, | am
shaving my hairs, | am giving it’god. This is my mindset,
my heartset- and when | am shaving | am praying for
the gods and saying Govinda, Govinda, Govinda.”




“Indian Hair Industries PVT. LTD Tanuka, India” (online video}

EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES PVT. LTD
TANUKA, INDIA: |

Newscaster: “In this temple in Southern India, thousands of devotees are
preparing to make a rather unusual offering. Some of them have waited years
for this moment. Growing their hair before giving it to the gods. It is a sacred
ritual for millions of hindus.”

Woman 1: “My daughter was really sick. | vowed to donate my hair if she
recovered.”

Interviewer: “Do you know what will happen to your hair?”

Woman 2: “No, | do not know but it will be offered to the gods and that’s all
that matters to me.”

Newscaster: “Every Saturday thousands of pilgrims come to the Dwarka temple to
be shaved by one of the 95 barbers that work here. The pilgrims leave behind
kilos of hair. The temple has turned the pilgrims offerings in to an incredibly
lucrative business. Once cut, the hair is collected and than stored by the temple. It
is than exported around the world to be used in wigs and hair extensions.”




“ Just Extensions” by Ms. Riqua Hailes {documentary film)

EXCERPT FROM THE DOCUMENTARY JUST EXTENSIONS:

In the documentary “Just Extensions”, Ms. Hailes travels the world to look for top
quality human hair to be used in hair extensions (the same hair that is used in
extensions is used in wigs). Ms. Hailes travels to India and visits the tonsuring hall
where she asks some Indian pilgrims why they tonsure their hair.

Ms. Hailes: “Why did you cut your hair?”

Pilgrim one: “For god.”

Ms. Hailes: “Who has the scar?” —

Pilgrim 2: “God has the scar. The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar.
And than god gives (blessing) to her. The pilgrim will come here, they will give
their hair. Than the hair will be... on his scar.”




“Good Hair” by Chris Rock {documentary film)

EXCERPT FROM THE DOCUMENTARY GOOD HAIR BY CHRIS
ROCK:

Chris Rock: “Over 10 million people tonsure their hair every year. They tonsure
their hair in exchange for the gods blessings.”

Chris Rock asks a pilgrim at Tirumala: “Why do you tonsure your hair?”

Pilgrim: “When he fulfilled my desires, | promised him I'd give him my hair.”
H

Chris Rock: “Do you ever think about your hair?”
Pilgrim: “No, no | don’t think. After making the promise of my hair | don’t think.”
Chris Rock: “Are you thinking about seeing it again on somebody else?”

Pilgrim: “No, no, no. He likes the hair too much.”

Chris Rock: “God likes hair?”

Pilgrim: “Yes.”

Chris Rock: “Tonsure. That’s the word we keep hearing- tonsure. 85% of Iindia’s
population have had their hair shaved at least twice in a lifetime in a religious
ceremony known as tonsure.”
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This new sign is an unbelievable w7 XNY© and an open N 7> and NNIYN
TN TY RO, that Hashem put into the minds of the 173 N2y »72WY, to put
back the same sign with all 4 languages and change just ONE word. Instead
of SURRENDERING hair, they changed it, to write OFFERING hair. So
that Erliche Yidden that are Y2591 if they meant to give the hair or just to
remove and to be 7M1 on the hair, should know the nnx that they mean to
GIVE the hair!

Here you can see that the hair is a real Korban, an offering to the getshka!
Plain and simple! The official sign on the building, is a description of what
this building is all about. It describes clearly what they do inside of this
building. It says in English: The place of OFFERING hair to Lord Ven-
ka......... and there is no need for any translation! They are giving the actual
hair to the getshka.

If cutting the hair, is ONLY an act of removing NnXmV, or breaking your
ego, or making yourself humble, or a mnapnn Nnwyn to make yourself bald
and ugly, than the sign would say: place of removing impurity, breaking
your ego, or place of making yourself humble, or place of becoming bald
and ugly etc.

From this sign, that is the official 70 that the temple is educating the
masses, and from many many other sources, it is crystal clear that they ALL
believe the hair is a real korban, an offering, to the getshkat!!! And all the
reasons of breaking the ego, and to become humble etc. that they write, are
just like MN8N MYL 5r7anY, reasons WHY they are 2>9pn the korban. The
7N YT were 100 percent right, that the hair is definitely pao 0 *52, an
offering, a korban to the silly getshka! And the hair is real N9y NTAY NIPN.



4 : The place of offering Hair to Lord Ventateswara Swanil
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The top priest of Tirupati (The following conversation was in English, and is available on

Shliach: Where they shave the hair, is it
considered a sacred place?

Priest: Yes
Shiach: It is considered a sacred place...

Priest: Sacred.

Shliach: When they shave the hair do they pray?
Priest: “Govinda” They will pray.
Shliach: They will pray?

Priest: They will pray and they will say “Govinda
Govinda”. {* one of the names of the idol}

Shliach: Also the people that are shaved and also the
barbers do they pray?

Priest: Yeah, every day before starting their work
they will pray (the barbers), and only then they will
start their work.

Shliach: Are there any people that shave their hair
that do not pray? Some people just come shave their
head? Or everybody prays?

Priest: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays
some people don’t know the tradition. That’s the
problem.

Shliach: Where they shave, do they have to have one
of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the gods?

Priest: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will
be in the hall.

Shliach: In the hall?

Priest: In the hall. Where they shave
Shliach: Where they shave?

Priest: Before the god only, they shave.

Shliach: Can any person be a barber or he is a
special person?

Priest: A barber only will shave.
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Shliach: But I am asking, can anyone be a barber or he
is a special person?

Priest: The barber is a caste there and that caste people
only shave there.

Shliach: Is it a “’Nehi Brahmin’’?
Priest: No no, Nayi Brahmin
Shliach: What does this mean?

Priest: Nayi Brahmin means...There are two (types of)
Brahmins...Brahmin is a priest for the god... Nayi
Brahmin means...Mangala Vaidyam (devotional
music) is there...Mangalam Nadaswaram (a musical
instrument)...Who plays that (instrument for god) is
called as ’Nayi Brahmin”’

{ That means that Nayi Brahmin are not actually priests, rather they are
servants in the temple, who either play the instruments for the idol or
are barbers. Lhavdil they are like leviim not kohanim)

Shliach: So they get their profession from their
forefathers? It is in the family?

Priest: It is in generation, forefathers. Some new
persons also learn...But from the same caste only.

Shliach: Are they considered a low caste or high caste?

Priest: In Tirumala there is no caste feeling
(discrimination based on caste) first of all. Barbers are,
actually they shave, but they don’t shave like in the
shops. There is some rules to shave here. They don’t
do the soaps. They shave only hair and the head. That’s
it.

Man (off camera): They are very sacred compared to
other places.

Priest: It’s a holy shave.

Shliach: So the barbers, they feel that they are working
for the lord? For the god:?

Priest: They feel their job is a holy service to god.

Shliach: I was asked here if the source of the god here,
there are a few names...I was asked here if he was
originally a man or he was originally a god? I think that
they heard that some people maybe became gods.

Priest: Originally he is a live (living) god who came
from Vaikuntham and became a statue here...

While coming to...he met an accident with a cow
herd, he throw the axe...Axe make a wound here. At
that time he lost hair here. For that only, we give
hairs to him. That’s the reason we are shaving the
hairs here.
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Kalyana Katta-Place where devotees have their hair cut as an offering to the
Lord
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Appams - A sweet dish made of rice flour and offered to the Lord.

Prasadam - Food offered first to the Lord and then distributed (as sacred) among
devotees.

Pushpa Yagam - Vedic ritual involving offering of flowers to God

Yaga/Yagna - Vedic ritual in which various items are offered to God through a
sacred fire
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H

Hamsa - Swan

Harati - Waving a plate (in which a sacred flame is lit) in front of the Lord's image. Also called Nirajana

Harikatha - Musical rendering of divine stories

Hiranyakasipu - Demon King who tried to destroy the Earth

Hiranyaksa - Younger brother of Hiranyakasipu, who succeeded the latter as Demon King
Homam - Sacred fire

Hundi - Receptacle for depositing offerings (in cash and kind) for the Lord

I
Ishta Daivam - Favourite deity

J

Janaloka - One of the seven regions above the Earth

Japam - Sacred word that is chanted repeatedly

Jata - Twisted hair that hangs down in coils at the back of the Lord Sri Venkateswara's idol
Jeghanta - Cymbals

Jilebi - Spiral-shaped sweet dish made of flour and jaggery jelly

Jyeshtha - Name of a month in the Hindu calendar

K

Kainkaryam - Ritualistic offering to God or worship of God
Kali Yuga - The Dark Age

Kalpa - Age or aeon Also called \//[572

Kalyana Katta - Place where devotees have their hair cut as an offering to the Lord
————— Marriage

Kalyana Mandapam - Marriage Hall

Kalyanotsavam - Celebration of the divine marriage between Lord Sri Venkateswara and Sri Padmavathi

Devi

Kankanam - Metal bracelet worn around the wrist

Kapila - Grey-coloured

Karma Yoga - deeds

Karpooram - Camphor

Kasturitilakam - Lineament of musk drawn on the Lord's forehead

Katika - Placed on the waist

Keertanas - devotional songs

Kiritam - Crown

Koil - Temple

Koluvu - Darbar

Kula Daivam - Family Deity

L

Laddu - Spherical-shaped sweet made of flour and jaggery/sugar

http://www.tirupati.org/glossary
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A-Z Glossary
A

Aalaya - Temple

Abhaya - Fearless; refuge

Abhishekam - Ceremonial cleansing of the Lord's idol

Acharya - One who shows the right path for others to follow; a preceptor

Adisesha - Primeval serpent mythologically conceived to bear the world on his 1000 hoods.
Traditionally believed to support Lord Sri Venkateswara upon seven of his hoods, Narasimha on
his coiled frame, Mallikarjuna on his twisted tail, and Srikalahastivara at the opening of his
mouth.

Aditya - Sun God

Alankaram - Decoration

Alvar - Seer of a specific religious order in the Vaishnavaite Cult

Amrit - Nectar which when consumed, grants immortality

Angapradakshinam - A vow whereby pilgrims lie prostrate and roll around the temple
Ankurarpanam - The start of the Brahmotsavam festival

Alipiri = Starting point at the foot of the hills, for pilgrims who wish to reach Tirumala on foot
Annadanam - Distribution of free food

Annam - Food

Annamacharya/Annamayya - (1408-1503 AD); the earliest musician to compose songs in favour
of Lord Sri Venkateswara

Appams - A sweet dish made of rice flour and offered to the Lord

Archaka - Priest

Archana - Worship of the Lord

Arjita Seva - Any seva for the performance of which pilgrims pay a fee

Ashta - Eight

Asthanam - Royal Court/Official Chamber of the King

Asva - Horse

Aushadha - Medicine

Avatara - A manifestation of God on Earth, with a specific mission.

BIRRD - Balaji Institute of Surgery, Research and Rehabilitation for the Disabled
Bahumanam - Gift

Balaji - Another name for Lord Sri Venkateswara

Bhagaswamyam - Partnership

Bhakti - Devotion

Brahma - God of Creation

Brahmins - Hindu priests

C

Chakra - The sacred disc (weapon of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu)
Chakkera Pongal - Sweet dish made of sugar, milk and rice
Chandanam - Sandalwood

Chandra - Moon

Chaulam - Ear lobe-piercing ceremony

Cherupulu - Food offered to the Lord

Chinna - Small

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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Chitrannam - A rice preparation, rich in spices

Choultry - Guesthouse where accommodation is free of charge. Also called Dharmasala.

D

Daanam - Charitable offering

Dadhyodanam - Dish made of spiced rice and curd
Daiva - Divine

Dakshina - South; Offering money to the Lord
Dala - Leaf

Darsanam/Darshan - Viewing the idol of the Lord
Dasavataram - Ten incarnations of Sri Maha Vishnu
Deepam - Lamp

Devas - The Gods

Devasthanam - Abode of the Gods

Dhanya - Cereal

Dharma - Set of righteous principles to be followed

Dharmasala - Guesthouse where accommodation is free of charge. Also called Choullry.

Dhoti - Cloth tied around the waist like a sarong

Dhvajasthambham - A sacred pillar in front of the Sri Venkateswara temple
Dhyana Yoga - Meditation

Divya Ananda Nilaya Vimana - Dome of the abode of divine bliss

Divya Vimana - Divine dome

Dosa - Pancake made with rice flour, black gram flour and oil

Dupatta - Long scarf draped across the shoulders and worn with the sa/war kameez. Also see Salwar

Kameez.

Dvara gopura - Gateway with a sculpted tower above it
Dvara/Dvaram/Dwaram - Entrance; gateway
Dvarapalakas - Door-keepers

Ekangi - Celibate disciple of the Sri Vaishnava Jiyar Matham

Ekantam - Private
Ekanta Seva - Private service conducted for the Lord, to which pilgrims are not admitted

G

Gadha - Mace which is the sacred weapon of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu

Gajam - Elephant

Gangala - Brass vessel

Garbha griha - The sanctum sanctorum of the Sri Venkateswara Temple which houses the idol of the Lord
Garuda - A white-necked Brahmani Kite .He is considered the vehicle of Sri Maha Vishnu

Ghat - mountain. Also see Ghats (Eastern)

Ghats (Eastern) - Mountain range for a part of these ranges that runs along south-eastern India.
Tirumala-Tirupati .

Gopuram - The sculpted upper crest of a temple

Gotram - The sect to which a devotee belongs

Grihastha - Donor

Gurkha - Security guard

Guru - Teacher

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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H

Hamsa - Swan

Harati - Waving a plate (in which a sacred flame is lit) in front of the Lord's image. Also called NVirajana

Harikatha - Musical rendering of divine stories

Hiranyakasipu - Demon King who tried to destroy the Earth

Hiranyaksa - Younger brother of Hiranyakasipu, who succeeded the latter as Demon King
Homam - Sacred fire

Hundi - Receptacle for depositing offerings (in cash and kind) for the Lord

I
Ishta Daivam - Favourite deity

J

Janaloka - One of the seven regions above the Earth

Japam - Sacred word that is chanted repeatedly

Jata - Twisted hair that hangs down in coils at the back of the Lord Sri Venkateswara's idol
Jeghanta - Cymbals

Jilebi - Spiral-shaped sweet dish made of flour and jaggery jelly

Jyeshtha - Name of a month in the Hindu calendar

K

Kainkaryam - Ritualistic offering to God or worship of God
Kali Yuga - The Dark Age

Kalpa - Age or aeon. Also called Yuga

Kalyana Katta - Place where devotees have their hair cut as an offering to the Lord
Kalyanam - Marriage

Kalyana Mandapam - Marriage Hall

Kalyanotsavam - Celebration of the divine marriage between Lord Sri Venkateswara and Sri Padmavathi
Devi

Kankanam - Metal bracelet worn around the wrist

Kapila - Grey-coloured

Karma Yoga - deeds

Karpooram - Camphor

Kasturitilakam - Lineament of musk drawn on the Lord's forehead

Katika - Placed on the waist

Keertanas - devotional songs

Kiritam - Crown

Koil - Temple

Koluvu - Darbar

Kula Daivam - Family Deity

L

Laddu - Spherical-shaped sweet made of flour and jaggery/sugar

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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M

Madhura bhakti - Deep devotion

Maha - Great

Mahatmya/Mahatmyam - Greatness

Mahatva - Importance

Makara Kundalas - ornaments shaped like an alligator, that adorn the ears of the main idol of the Lord
Mandapam - structure or monument with rich sculpture meant for a specific purpose like performing fine
arts

Mantra - Sacred word(s) to be chanted repeatedly

Mantrodaka - Sacred water

Matsya Avatara - Manifestation of Lord Vishnu as a fish

Muhurtam - Auspicious time

Mukhadvaram - Main entrance (door) at the front of the temple

Mukkoti - Three crore (merging of three crore teerthams in the Swami Pushkarini).

Mukti/Moksha - Liberation of the soul

Mulaberam - The central idol of Lord Sri Venkateswara

Murthi - Statue

Mutyam - Pearl

Nacchimars - The Lord's two consorts - Sridevi and Bhudevi

Naivedyam - Food offering

Namakarana- Naming ceremony

Namam - White caste-mark on the Lord's forehead

Narada - The supreme devotee of Lord Vishnu; a connoisseur of all arts; a devarishi (according to the
Bhagavad Gita 10:26)

Narasimha - Lord Vishnu's manifestation, with the face of a lion and the body of a human

Narayana - Lord Sri Maha Vishnu

Nava - Nine

Nayaka - Leader

Nija - Real, Original

Niluvudopidi - Offering to the Lord, the clothes/ornaments that one is wearing when one visits
the temple

Nirajana - See harati
Nivedana - Offer/present

o

Om - The sacred syllable
Om Sri Venkatesaya Namah - Saluting the Lord by reciting His name

P

Padmam - Lotus

Padmavathi - Consort of Lord Sri Venkateswara

Pallaki - Palanquin

Panchangam - Indian almanac

Panchanga Sravanam - Listening to the forecast as directed by the Sastras
Pandal - Canopy

Panyarams - Laddus. See Laddus.

Papam - Sin

Parinayam - Marriage

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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Parishad - Union of Scholars

Pataloka - The nether world

Pati - Husband

Patrika - Letter

Pavithra - Sacred

Payasam - Watery sweet made with milk, sugar, cardamom and cashewnuts
Periya Jiyar - Saint of the Sri Vaishnava Jiyar Matham

Periyatirdadi - The first devotee

Pinda Prasadam - Ceremony conducted in memory of the departed
Pitambaram - Yellow silk cloth

Pongal - Rice dish cooked with cereals and spices

Puja/Pooja - Ritualistic worship of God

Poojari - One who performs rituals, chants prayers and worships God as a representative of the devotee
Poolangi - Of flowers

Poorna - Complete, full

Pracharam - Spreading

Pradakshinam - Path for circumambulating the temple

Pradhana acharya purusha - Chief priest

Prahlada - Son of the Demon King Hiranyakasipu and a staunch devotee of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu
Prakaram - Wall surrounding the temple

Pralaya Kalpa - The Great Deluge

Prarthana - Prayer

Prasadam - Food offered first to the Lord and then distributed (as sacred) among devotees
Prasanna - Pleased

Pratima - Bronze icon

Pratyeka - Special

Pravachanam - Hymn sung in praise of the Lord

Prayoga - Ready for release

Pulihora - A rice dish made with tamarind/lime and spices.

Puranas - Ancient Hindu scriptures

Purohit - Priest

Purohit Sangam - An association of priests

Pushkarini - Sacred water tank

Pushpa Yagam - Vedic ritual involving offering of flowers to God.

Pushpam - Flower

R

Rakshasa - Demon

Rama Pattabhishekam - The coronation of Lord Rama

Ranganayaka - One of the manifestations of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu. Also refers to the Deity at Sri Rangam.
Ratham - Chariot

Rishi - Sage

S

Sabha - Meeting;Group

Sadas - Meeting of intellectuals

Sahasra - Thousand

Sahasra Deepa - Thousand earthen lamps
Sakarabath - Sweetened rice

Salwar Kameez - Traditional Indian dress consisting of a loose knee-length top and a loose pant gathered
at the ankles.

Samarpana - Offering

Samrakshana - Protection

Samsara Sagara - The ocean of Life
Sangam - Union

Sankalpam - Desire

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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Sankeertanas - Songs written in praise of the Lord

Sanku - The sacred conch of the Lord

Saranagati - To fall at a person's feet

Sari - traditional dress of Indian women

Sarovaram - Lake

Sarva - All

Sarvadarsanam - Viewing of the Deity for all; the time allotted for it.

Sastanga Danda Pramanam - prostrating before the Lord

Sastras - Various texts of ethical science dealing with code of conduct, morality, rituals etc.

Seera - Sweet dish

Seshachala - One of the famous seven hills of Tirupati believed to be the manifestation of the Snake God,
Adisesha

Seshavahanam - Vehicle of the Lord (shaped like the Snake God Adisesha)

Seva - Service/Worship unto the Lord

Seven Hills - The seven hills of Lord Venkateswara's abode. They are Vrishabhadri, Garudadri, Seshadri,
Anjanadri, Vedadri, Narayanadri and Venkatadri; from Tirupati, the seven hills have to be crossed to reach
Tirumala

Sikharam - Pinnacle

Simha - Lion

Sishya - Disciple

Sloka - Stanza

Smaraka - in memory of .

Soma - Moon

Somalatha - A plant whose juice intoxicates if drunk; plant offered to the sacred fire in Somayaga
Somayaji - The person who performs somayaga

Sopanamarga - Stairway (Stone footpath leading to Tirumala)

Sravanam - Season of rainfall (according to the Hindu calendar), usually in August

Sri Bhu Devi - Also called Sri Padmavathi Devi; one of the two consorts of Lord Sri Venkateswara, the
other being Sri Lakshmi Devi

Sri Lakshmi Devi - Also called Sri Devi; one of the two consorts of Lord Sri Venkateswara, the other being
Sri Bhu Devi

Sri Maha Vishnu - 'The Preserver' who is believed to have manifested Himself on Tirumala as Lord Sri
Venkateswara, to save mankind in the Kali Yuga

Sri Venkatachala Mahatmya - The sacred text which extols the glory of Lord Venkaterswara and His
abode.

Srinivasa - Lord Venkateswara

Srivaru - Lord Venkateswara

Sthala Mahathmya - The greatness of a place

Sudarsana - The sacred disc weapon of Lord Vishnu

Suddhi - Cleansing

Sukhasana - A Yogic pose

Suprabhatam - Auspicious time at dawn, when the Lord is woken and prayers chanted

Surya - Sun

Sveta - White

Sveta Varaha - The incarnation of Sri Maha Vishnu as a fearsome white boar, to restore the Earth after
the Great Deluge

Swami - God

T

Takeed - Receipt

Tatva - Substance

Tene - Honey

Thiru/Tiru - Respected, holy

Thirumanjanam - Fragrant powder prepared out of sandalwood and turmeric

Thomala Seva - Worship with garlands

Teertham - Holy water

Tirumala - Meaning 'the holy hill'; abode of Lord Sri Venkateswara situated atop the seven hills in the
Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh, India

Tirumala Raya - a chieftain of the Araviti family, who renovated the Tirumala Raya Mandapam in the Sri
Venkateswara temple

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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Tirupati - The sacred town of Lord Venkateswara at the foot of the seven hills in the Chittoor district of
Andhra Pradesh in India

Trimurthi - The holy trinity, comprising Lord Brahma, Lord Siva and Lord Vishnu

Tulabharam - Offering one's weight in coins to the Lord

U

Ubhaya Nacchiyars - The two consorts (Sri Devi and Bhu Devi) of the uisava murthi of Lord Sri

Venkateswara.

Unjal - Cradle

Upanayanam -The ceremony of the investiture with the sacred thread

Utsava Murthi - Processional image of the Lord

Utsavam - Festival

Uttariyam - Garment for covering the shoulders or upper half of the body

Uyala Mandapam - Place where the Lord's idol is placed in a cradle and worshipped

\'

Vada - Food item made of cereals and spices
Vaggeyakara - Composer

Vahana - The Lord's vehicle

Vaikuntam - Celestial abode of Sri Maha Vishnu
Vanabhivruddhi - Improvising gardens

Vanam - Garden; forest

Varada - boon

Varaha Kshetra - Place belonging to Varaha
Varahavatara/Varahaswami/Sveta Varaha - Incarnation of Sri Maha Vishnu as a boar with a human
body

Vasantam - The Spring season

Vasanthotsavam - A festival held in Spring

Vastram - Clothes

Vayu Deva - The God of Wind

Veda - That knowledge which is worth knowing

Vedic Mantras - Sacred hymns

Venkateswara - He who cleanses the sins of His devotees
Vigraham - Statue

Vimana/Vimanam - Dome

Vinjamara - Whisk

Visesha - Important

Vishnu - (Vyapana Seelanath Vishnuhu) That which is all-pervading; the Supreme Being who is the
saviour of the universe; also see Sri Maha Vishnu
Vishvaksena - Chief commander of the Lord's army

Y

Yaga/Yagna - Vedic ritual in which various items are offered to God through a sacred fire
Yajnopavita - sacred thread worn by males of certain Hindu castes
Yuga - Aeon

http://www .tirupati.org/glossary
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Tonsuring

The place where pilgrims fulfil their vow of tonsure is called Kalyana Katta. Over

500 barbers, operating in three batches round the clock, are available at Kalyana

Katta, to perform tonsure.

To reduce the waiting time for tonsure during the peak season, over 100 o
additional barbers are engaged.

The building is equipped with two big tonsure halls and two side balcony tonsure e
halls with platforms to seat both the pilgrim and the barber. There are four
waiting compartments and a well-organised queue system.

Tonsure done free of cost at Kalyana Katta. e

Antiseptics are mixed with water and applied to the head before tonsuringto e
prevent skin-related and other diseases.

Bathrooms, with geysers for hot water, are provided for the pilgrims who have e
their heads tonsured.

A computerised system is in place to issue tokens for tonsure e

There are 16 mini Kalyana Kattas at important places in Tirumala which function e
from 6 am to 6 pm everyday, to perform tonsure for pilgrims staying in cottages
and guesthouses. The fee charged at these locations is Rs. 10/- per head.

The places at which mini Kalyana Kattas are located are: Sri Venkateswara Guest o
House, N.G.G.H, Sri Varahaswami Guest House, Ram Bagicha Guest House
(RBGH)-I, RBGH-II, RBGH-III, SPTC, MBC, TBC, SMC, ANC, HVC, Sri Padmavathi
Guest House, Mysore Choultry, Sapthagiri Satramulu and Ist N.C.

WUNIN NI

Kalyana ) nup nax"7p X171 DN7W UXRIN NI72 0T DR 7200 ™71y D'R'Mn i oimn. e
LURIN N7 yixa nwY (Kalyana Katta) nojp nax»77a n1a'nt noo 500 7un .(Katta
JIVWUN 210 NIXIAP WI7w 01719 DN

NV URIN NI7A7 NINnnn Mt NX N'Non? N 7y o'zoyvin 0'o0i1 00 100 7yn e
N'WUN

UNRIN NI7'2 NINYZIR? NIFTTY NI09IN MY URIN NI72A%7 D'71TA NMY7IK QY 0'ep "1 e
DN NINNN KN NYAIXR 0NYZ 190N 11T 7200 71y 112y naY? 0'nown |nal
DINN I2K7 200 NANIRN

.(Kalyana Katta) nujp nix"7pa p1'n2 yxann UxIn Ni7a e

NI7NN YN "5 UXRIN N7 YIX2 1197 0N QUWI UXRINIEIO'N NN DRANIyn 0N e
JINNXR NI7NNAEYWRIN YA NIYAISN

N7 DN'WRIY 7200 "71Y7 D'POI0N D'AN D' NNIEZA DDA XN TN e

UKD NI7'A IX7 DIIN'OX 7907 T DIPNA NNY'j? NAWNINN NDyn - e

(Tirumala) n'‘min'va n'aiwn nmipna (Kalyana Kattas) oo nix%j a1 16 o'vjp e
227 "71v2 WK NI Dyyan on Lo 72 X¥"'nnR 6 Ty X¥"N197 6 nywin n 0'7pion
WURY? Nron 10 XN N7X NMipEna N2210 1'NNN .ANIRND 'N2AI D'AVIRA D0ORNNN

M0 nnIxNN NA ;0N (Kalyana Kattas) ovp nax"%7 om"z ona nmimn e
Sri ) mxnoxrnxIXI Mo nnknn N1 ,N.G.G.H ,(Sri Venkateswara) naxiouoji
,I-RGBH ,I-(RBGH) (Ram Bagicha) nw'aa ox1 nnaxnn na ,(Varahaswami
Sri ) 'ounT® 10 nnxnn na ,HVC ,ANC ,SMC ,TBC ,MBC ,SPTC ,llII-RGBH
Sapthagiri ) 171IN1V0 "1V90 ,(Mysore Choultry) o071’y nom ,(Padmavathi
.N.C Ist-1 (Satramulu
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We All Want Our Tefillos
to Reach the 711251 XO>

he Seforim bring down from the wITpn Nt that if a person wears a
garment that contains shatnez, it blocks a person’s tefillos from reaching
Hashem. There is a similar halacha brought down in Shulchan Aruch co s o
expo e rme T o170 that if @ person davens in a shul and one flight above him
there is a restroom on top of his head, that creates a 7' Tanin 10O» that in effect
blocks a person’s tefillos from reaching Hashem. (Therefore, the plans of shuls

. are always designed to have the restrooms of the second
Human hair floor above those of the first floor.)

aVOda, Zara Many Rabbonim have spoken publicly saying thatshatnez
Shaltels is only one XNN"MINT INJ whereas the nN)n WO'N of
are toeiva - 2avodazaraistwo cawnrooan RIMIINT I''ND and is a much
di ﬁ. + more severe issur - NNIMNAY NINIMN - and according to
lsgu lng ln ma ny pOSki m, QNN T2 ,2°0 D'NDD 1“7,ND AT O'NDD RN LT AT TV N“RY LR AT T XFa0M)
the e es Of NP RNN N LRED DP YD T RPN D WA DU, NIP-TIP NIR Y DAIWND YW 2,040 AT
Hashem. oo tikroves avoda zara is also 21ay* YN1 270"

So, if shatnez blocks a person’s tefillos from reaching  \A/ho knows how
Hashem, how much more can the severe issur of avoda many teﬁllos are

zaraI“n block a person’s tefillos from reaching Hashem. .

. P o I’n being blocked
And if a clean restroom that has no waste in it now, h 4
can I“n block a person’s tefillos, how much more W ?ll avenlng
disgusting in the eyes of Hashem is a sheitel made of while weal’ing
tikroves avoda zara that is called naym, (2 9n m{;) human hair 'y
as the pasuk says: DXpYN ¥pw AN IN NAYIN N'ANN Shaitels.

“... Daynn ayni Who knows how many tefillos are
being blocked I“N when davening while wearing Indian human hair sheitels.

At least when you say Tehillim or when you daven D’N) D' and are asking
Hashem so many different niwp2 for the entire year, make sure to wear a kosher
headcovering so that your tefillos

don’t get blocked and have the

maximum power.

DTS N2DM nawm @ - !
PRI VIR vy 4 s \ s e

RECENTLY. it was verified that the hair industry is full of fraud. Most hair in the world and even
what is so-called Brazilian or European is really Indian temple hair that is forbidden as Tikroves
Avoda Zara. Many Rabbonim and nn »12 in Lakewood and South Fallsburg are taking this issue very seriously. Many
Rabbonim have come to the conclusion that even so-called hechsherim are not reliable unless they see the
actual cutting - Nt NYWY NMOW - like the hechsherim of Amshinov and Ateres Roshah which actually are reliable. But
they are available in very small amounts.

Every time you wear a shaitel of N7 nmay napn,
you are 121y TWO xn»nxT RY! This is something very frightening,.

SO WHAT IS THE SOLUTION? There are many good quality 100% synthetic wigs on the market today that
are free of any suspicion of idol worship, i.e. Rosé, Noriko, Syntastic, Natureal, Wonder, etc. Speak to your
shaitel macher. Note: Be aware that the default for highlights even in synthetic shaitels is human hair, so be
specific that highlights in your synthetic shaitel must also be synthetic. To receive a presentation or to request
more information on this, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.

MANY EHRLICHE WOMEN HAVE ALREADY RECENTLY SWITCHED TO SYNTHETIC.

This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization . To request a new essay in English explaining in
detail the entire issue of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.
To sponsor posters & ads, D' '12'T7 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc., please call 845.642.1272.
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This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization.
To request a new essay in English explaining in detail the entire issue
of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.
To sponsor posters & ads, 0'21n '12'77 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc.,
please call 845.642.1272.
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depression, anxiety, bipolar, nervous breakdowns, schizophrenia,
anorexia/bulimia, mania, postpartum depression, ocd, psychosis, etc.

What might be the cause?

How can we overcome the grave
emotional illnesses that face our families?

Harav Shmuel Halevi Wosner zt”| wrote in a letter,

N2 wNNYRY XYY HNIY’ NDA vataYl wpay 1vYy”
DX DX VTP 'DI ,WNN 1“Y XDV 12 PIAT D

“INIY’ 'N12] D”"WOII D”OIA D"IPn na7nY b at

(Translation into English)

We must beg and warn Jewish daughters not to wear shaitels of Indian hair
because it has the filth of avoda zara wnn. And who knows if this too -
wearing shaitels of avoda zara

‘.ﬁO USGS mO ny physical and
mentCI | I nesses in Jewish homes.”

IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE
the severity of this, as A Posek Hador, and
Gadol Hador should write such words, that
suffering in Jewish homes comes from
Bnos Yisroel wearing garments of avoda
zara which bring impurity into their homes.
This subject is of critical importance. The
proper kabbala on Yom HabDin is to switch
to synthetic shaitels free of any anr nmiav wen
and that will definitely be a huge zchus to
stop the suffering and illness and bring
refuos and yeshuos.

( HUMAN HAIR SHAITELS | AVODA ZARA AWARENESS | GET INSPIRED)

RECENTLY. it was verified that the hair industry is full of fraud. Most hair in the world and
even what is so-called Brazilian or European is really Indian temple hair that is forbidden
as Tikroves Avoda Zara. Many Rabbonim and nn 21 in Lakewood and South Fallsburg are taking this issue
very seriously. Many Rabbonim have come to the conclusion that even so-called hechsherim are not
reliable unless they see the actual cutting - N1 Nywn 7Y - like the hechsherim of Amshinov and Ateres
Roshah which actually are reliable. But they are available in very small amounts.

Every time you wear a shaitel of 77 12y napn,
you are 121v TWO xn»mxT R! This is something very frightening.

This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization. To request a new essay in English
explaining in detail the entire issue of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.

To sponsor posters & ads, D'21 '12'17 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc., please call 845.642.1272.
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\When children stray from Yiddishkeit
and go OTD, is there a reason?

THE PAIN OF RAISING CHILDREN -
WHEN THE SHECHINA DOESN’T REST IN THE HOME

ANOTHER HUGE CHALLENGE that
is facing Klal Yisrael in recent years is
one that causes parents tremendous
grief and endless tears. Who does not
hope and pray to see nachas from their
children? Yet, too many children are
straying from the
path of their parents,
may Hashem protect
us all.

Who knows if it is
not because of the
fact that we are
bringing the tumah
of avoda zara into our
homes...

This is something
that Harav Anshel
distinguished  Viener Rav  shlita,
stated in a special address on
7 Adar, 2019: “A home where there is
avoda zara cannotalso have the presence
ofthe Shechinah within its walls, because
holiness and idolatry cannot coexist.
Therefore, a home where there is avoda

Katz, the very

zara has no hashra’as HaShechinah.”

Is it any wonder then, that children
growing up in a home devoid of the
Shechinah, might grow far from Hashem,
["a... and chalila go off the derech?

Let us discard the
sheitels of idol
worship and replace
them with kosher
synthetic shaitels
that are free of any
wvwn of avoda zara,
and welcome anew
the Presence of the
Shechina into our
beautiful homes.

This the proper kabbala on Yom HaDin,
and is a huge zechus to have children,
steeped in yiras Shomayim, whose
desire will be to be ehrliche Yidden and
will have moRe1 pwn to learn and daven
geshmak and bring much nachas to their
parents.

C HUMAN HAIR SHAITELS | AVODA ZARA AWARENESS | GET INSPIRED)

RECENTLY. it was verified that the hair industry is full of fraud. Most hair in the world and
even what is so-called Brazilian or European is really Indian temple hair that is forbidden
as Tikroves Avoda Zara. Many Rabbonim and nmn »2 in Lakewood and South Fallsburg are taking this issue
very seriously. Many Rabbonim have come to the conclusion that even so-called hechsherim are not
reliable unless they see the actual cutting - Nt nYw1 NMOY - like the hechsherim of Amshinov and Ateres
Roshah which actually are reliable. But they are available in very small amounts.

Every time you wear a shaitel of n3rnmay napn,
you are 121y TWO xn»xT R2! This is something very frightening.

This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization. To request a new essay in English
explaining in detail the entire issue of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.

To sponsor posters & ads, D'21 '12'17 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc., please call 845.642.1272.
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whose insurance policies

were paid for by RCCS
THISYEAR ALONE!

\What could be causing this terrible plague?
MEASURE FOR MEASURE — THE TERRIBLE MACHLAH

RAV CHAIM VOLOZINER SAYS (v"2,"1 D»nin w3) THAT EVERYTHING IS ORCHESTRATED nT» T35 NT», measure for
measure. For example, if a person has a problem with his ears, he must think if perhaps he heard loshon hora. If a
person has a problem with his eyes, he may reflect on whether he was careful enough with looking only at pure sights.
Unfortunately, hospitals today are filled with thousands of Jewish patients suffering from cancer [”a, and the first
thing that happens when they start treatments is that patients lose their hair, ["a. It follows that if world events are
orchestrated measure for measure, we can recognize that there is an anger by Hashem related to hair. Hashem is
telling us that something is wrong with our hair. Therefore, the first thing to contemplate is whether this is indeed
a measure-for-measure reaction to the hair of our sheitels that are forbidden as having been used for idol worship.
It’s frightening; it’s astounding. So many cholei Yisrael are added to the lists every month, may Hashem protect us all.
Klal Yisrael has been blessed with a wonderful organization, RCCS, which pays for insurance policies for patients
stricken with cancer [”a. They recently publicized a letter where they wrote that this year alone, they paid for the
insurance policies of 4,783 cholei Yisrael! This is besides for those who haven’t reached out to them. Hashem should
shield and protect us all! How much does it cost

them? The organization’s expenses amount to the

astronomical sum of more than 20 million dollars

ayear! Can this be considered a plague...?

We can reflect on our choices
and contemplate if perhaps

what Hashem wants
us to correctis to stop
wearing shaitels of

tikroves avoda zara
and so end the plague and so
the suffering of the terrible
machlah will leave us.

( HUMAN HAIR SHAITELS | AVODA ZARA AWARENESS | GET INSPIRED

RECENTLY. it was verified that the hair industry is full of fraud. Most hair in the world and
even what is so-called Brazilian or European is really Indian temple hair that is forbidden
as Tikroves Avoda Zara. Many Rabbonim and nmn »21 in Lakewood and South Fallsburg are taking this issue
very seriously. Many Rabbonim have come to the conclusion that even so-called hechsherim are not
reliable unless they see the actual cutting - N7 Ny®w1 NMMW - like the hechsherim of Amshinov and Ateres
Roshah which actually are reliable. But they are available in very small amounts.

Every time you wear a shaitel of 177 072y nanpn,
you are 121v TWO xn»xT 82! This is something very frightening.

This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization. To request a new essay in English

explaining in detail the entire issue of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.
To sponsor posters & ads, 0'21 '12'17 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc., please call 845.642.1272.
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What could be causing this

wonderful turnaround
BLESSING FROM HEAVEN 4

SOMETIMES WE ARE BLESSED to be given a clear
view of what Hashem desires. The following
incredible story happened nineteen years ago.

There was a woman whose child had been
diagnosed with cancer |”a, and when he finally
recovered she went to ask a Gadol what she
could do as a zechus for her son to stay well, so
that his illness shouldn’t return ch”v. The Gadol
suggested that she should go visit Cholei Yisrael
in the hospitals so she could help them and lift
their spirits. The woman agreed, and almost .
daily, she visited the oncology ward of the ol
hospital supporting patients on both a physical and emotional level.

And then, in 2004, during the time when there was a big awareness throughout Klal Yisrael about
the fact that sheitels contain hair that was sacrificed to avoda zara, she noticed that the hospital’s
oncology ward was basically empty. Surprised, she asked the doctors what was going
on. The doctors said they were astounded as well. They had never before encountered such a
situation where there were no new patients and the ward completely emptied out.

The doctors asked her if she might know why or how this was happening. After giving it
some thought, the woman realized that precisely during those weeks, there had been a big
revolution about the sheitels because they were prohibited by Gedolim and therefore, women
stopped wearing them and burned them. The doctors said, “Now we understand. Your G-d
loves you. He’s happy with what you’re doing. You are doing this only for His
honor - what an enormous pleasure you’ve given Him!”

What a gift it is to be able to recognize with complete clarity what ratzon Hashem requires...!

( HUMAN HAIR SHAITELS | AVODA ZARA AWARENESS | GET INSPIRED )

RECENTLY. it was verified that the hair industry is full of fraud. Most hair in the world and
even what is so-called Brazilian or European is really Indian temple hair that is forbidden
as Tikroves Avoda Zara. Many Rabbonim and nmn »2 in Lakewood and South Fallsburg are taking this issue
very seriously. Many Rabbonim have come to the conclusion that even so-called hechsherim are not
reliable unless they see the actual cutting - Nt Nywn MW - like the hechsherim of Amshinov and Ateres
Roshah which actually are reliable. But they are available in very small amounts.

Every time you wear a shaitel of 077 nmay napn,
you are 121v TWO xn»nxT X89! This is something very frightening.

This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization. To request a NeW essay in English

explaining in detail the entire issue of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.
To sponsor posters & ads, 0'21N '1D'17 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc., please call 845.642.1272.
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Many Litvish Poskim who have reviewed
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A2 P Wi ﬂum';’ﬁ;mm Y nyb the new evidence that is now available havg
N .f BIRI3 by come to the conclusion that the Indian hair
! T y Ww shaitels are a real problem of avoda zara.
And, in fact, many Rabbonim and prominent
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RECENTLY. it was verified that the hair industry is full of fraud. Most hair in the world and even what is so-called Brazilian or European is really

Indian temple hair that is forbidden as Tikroves Avoda Zara. Many Rabbonim and nmn 2 in Lakewood and South Fallsburg are taking this issue very seriously.
Many Rabbonim have come to the conclusion that even so-called hechsherim are not reliable unless they see the actual cutting - NP nywn nmw - like the

hechsherim of Amshinov and Ateres Roshah which actually are reliable. But they are available in very small amounts.
Every time you wear a shaitel of 071 N2y n21pn, vyou are 121y TWO XY NRT PIRD!
This is something very frightening.
SO WHAT IS THE SOLUTION? There are many good quality 100% synthetic wigs on the market today that are free of any suspicion of idol worship, i.e. Rosé, Noriko, Syntastic,

Natureal, Wonder, etc. Speak to your shaitel macher. Note: Be aware that the default for highlights even in synthetic shaitels is human hair, so be specific that highlights in your
synthetic shaitel must also be synthetic. To receive a presentation or to request more information on this, email AZinwigs@gmail.com.

MANY EHRLICHE WOMEN HAVE ALREADY RECENTLY SWITCHED TO SYNTHETIC.

YR J‘
This ad is sponsored by AZA - Avoda Zara Awareness Organization. S ME DANGER
To request a new essay in English explaining in detail the entire issue of Indian hair regarding shaitels, email AZinwigs@gmail.com. EXTRE s
To sponsor posters & ads, 0'270 12'77 as a zechus for a shidduch/refuah shleima/etc., please call 845.642.1272.
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