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Tacoma. "It wasn't America,” he says of northeastern Queens. "It was the U.N. I saw Colombians,

Koreans, Chinese, Dominican Republicans -- but not a single hamburger!”

Why do they come to New York? For one thing, the city has a tradition of tolerance, or at least a
laissez-faire obliviousness, which amounts to the same thing. Partly too, it is the reassurance of being
among one's own kind. * An immigrant from almost any country can depend on finding transplanted
countrymen in the city. But there is also something appealing, it seems, about joining the larger
swarm of immigrants in New York, of being on a patch that is in turn part of a patchwork quilt.
Where practically everyone is an alien, no one is alien. "There is a feeling of cordiality,"” says Anand

M

Mohan, a Queens College politics professor from India, “and, for us, a satisfaction in knowing that as

immigrants in this city, we are not alone."

Again and again each day, the juxtapositions of culture and language are jarring, like some mad
laboratory experiment in continental drift. In the real world, 9,700 miles separate Shanghai from
Bogota. In Jackson Heights on Roosevelt Avenue, they butt right up against each other, as when, one
recent afternoon, a Colombian teenager loped into a hole-in-the-wall take-out restaurant. "You do
chicken?" he asked haltingly. The Chinese teenager behind the counter frowned for a moment,
baffled, then smiled. "Dumpling!" she said, nodding. "We have all kind dumpling!"

At Manhattan's northern tip, outside an 18th 1 century Dutch farmhouse on 204th Street, elderly
Jewish women sit on benches, pretending td%hore the young latino drivers who are jiving with each
other through open car windows. Just south on St. Nicholas Avenue at E] Pablon Chino restaurant,
the Chinese waiter serves fried Dominican sausage and chop suey; he speaks Spanish, but no
English. Along one refurbished commercial block in Flushing, Asia is scrunched together: Korean
beauty salon, Chinese hardware store, Pakistani-Indian spice and grocery store, Chinese wristwatch
shop, Korean barber.

The city's random ethnic mix and match often manage to achieve an improbable harmony. One
recent Thursday evening in Flushing, six drinkers sat at the bar of the Lychee Village restaurant: a
black, an Indian, a Korean, two Chinese and, discussing educational policy with one of the Chinese
men, a middle-aged wﬁite. "We have all kinds," says Owner William Ming. "German, Irish, South
African, black, white, Chinese, Korean, all steady customers. They like each other. Why shouldn't
they?" In the Elmhurst neighborhood of Queens, the city's most eclectic immigrant community of all,
the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church reflects the extraordinary local mishmash. The
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“Indira Gandhi” by Anand Mohan (book published in 1970)

Indira Gandhi

By Anand Mohan
0.00 - Rating details- Oratings 1 review e ——

Publication date
January 1, 1970

This first full-length English-language biography of Indira Gandhi presents an intimate
portrait of an intriguing personality who until now has beeen shrouded in mystery, in
spite of public scrutiny and constant exposure in the political arena. As prime minister of
the world's second most populous nation, she has faced and struggled with such diverse
and difficult problems as population control, entrenched religious animosity, the specter
of mass starvation, and the confusion of dealing with many different language dialects
within one homeland.
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