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If you ask any out-of-town kiruv professional involved
in outreach, “What are the two most important community
‘must-haves’ needed to attract baalei teshuvah or create
growth in a particular Jewish community?”, nine times out of
ten the answer you will get is 1) an eruv and 2) a kosher pizza
shop! I can bear witness to this fact. At the beginning of my
tenure as executive director of the Vaad Hoer of St. Louis
35 years ago, I sent out a questionnaire to the frum kehilos
and the community at large asking what they think would
enhance the St. Louis frum community. Believe it or not,
the overwhelming response was a kosher pizza shop. Soon
thereafter, a kosher pizza shop opened. Subsequently, two
community eruvim were also built.

“Oh, you need a loan to buy a new car? Check out Penn-Atlantic Credit
Union. They’re practically giving money away!”

Similarly, over 40 years ago in my shul in Birmingham,
Alabama, where the community was too small to support
either a kosher pizza shop or an eruv, one of the congregants
who happened to be a professional pizza chef made kosher
pizzas for the shul every month.
The History of Pizza
When did pizza become so popular? Speculation has it
that pizza, a popularly known flatbread topped with cheese
and vegetables, dates back to ancient times. According to
some Hebrew historians, the word ‘pizza’ is derived from a
kosher cookie called ‘pizzarelle’, which was eaten by Roman
yidden after coming home from shul. This etymology is one
amongst many, but probably the most intriguing.
Contemporary historians attribute the modern-day pizza
to the Italian pizza maker, Raffaele Esposito, who created
the pizza in honor of Queen Margherita of Savoy, Italy in
1889. His creation was called ‘Pizza Margherita’. In the early
1900s, the first pizza shop was opened in New York City
by Gennaro Lombardi. At that point, pizza was exclusively
viewed as an ethnic dish and did not cross over to the U.S.
at large until after World War II, when servicemen returned
from Europe and pizza shops began to proliferate. Of
course, with the commercialization of pizza it did not take
long for kosher pizzerias to make their appearance in Jewish
communities throughout the New York area.
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With interest rates of less than half of what is typically offered by a
conventional bank, credit unions are a practical and popular choice for many
consumers. Credit unions can give these low rates because they are nonprofit and cooperatively owned. In order to borrow from a credit union,
you must first be a member; every member is a partial owner, with both
a financial stake and a vote in how it is run. This arrangement, however,
presents a serious halachic concern: ribbis, the Torah prohibition against
borrowing and lending of money with interest.
In truth, there is a similar ribbis concern in many bank loans. Mutual
savings banks are structured similarly to credit unions; each depositor is a
partial owner. The bank essentially acts as a shadchan between the many
owners and the borrower. In a conventional bank as well, there is a concern
of ribbis if just part of the bank is owned by a Jew.1 How can we bank freely
when each deposit and loan carries with it this risk of ribbis?
An ‘Interest’ing History
This issue first came to a head in the late 1800s, when mutual savings
banks and loan societies became widely available to the Jews of Europe. In
1864, Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried published his classic Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,
in which he wrote that if a Jew owns shares in a mutual savings bank it is
1. If a bank is wholly owned by non-Jews, there is no issue. The prohibition of ribbis does
not apply to non-Jews, and in a conventional bank there is no connection between the
depositor and the borrower.

C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 3

Inside THIS ISSUE

Navigating the Pizza Paradox: Pas or Pas Nisht ���������������������������������������������������������������Page 1
A Matter of Public Interest.................................................................................................... Page 1
Dessert..................................................................................................................................Page 5
New Under STAR-K...........................................................................................................Page 7
It All Began With Kashrus...................................................................................................Page 8

RSHIP IN K ASHRUS EDUCAT ION

Navigating the Pizza Paradox
PAS OR PAS NISHT

RABBI TZVI ROSEN
EDITOR, KASHRUS KURRENTS
C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 1

The kashrus of pizza ingredients is relatively simple: Flour,
water and yeast for the dough and kosher tomato sauce, kosher
cheese, herbs/spices and vegetables (no pepperoni) for the toppings.
What was not so simple was determining what bracha to make over
pizza. Pizza dough is a bread dough and the bracha made would be
Hamotzi; however, the pizza’s other components could transform it
to a completely different bracha. Pizza falls into a unique category of
bread-like products known as Pas haba’a b’kisnin. Pas Haba’a B’kisnin
literally means ‘pocket bread’. Horav Moshe Heinemann, shli”ta, gave
us a novel explanation of the term ‘b’kisnin’ as a bread product that
you can put in your pocket. This should be taken figuratively, not
literally. However, Rav Heinemann maintained that it was called pas
haba’a b’kisnin for its snack-like qualities. These products were not
created for k’viyas seuda, breaking bread at a meal.
Determining the Criteria
What defines pas haba’a b’kisnin?
Interestingly, halacha provides four
approaches to define pas haba’a
b’kisnin:
1. The Tur, Rosh, Aruch,
and the Rashba say that pas haba’a
b’kisnin is a bread product that is
filled with honey, nuts, sweets and
spices.
2. Rambam and Bais Yosef
maintain that the dough itself
is distinctively sweet or fruity. The dough
should taste markedly cake-like rather than
bread-like.

Putting the Consumer Into the Picture
Nevertheless, as with every general principle there are exceptions;
Pas haba’a b’kisnin, is no different. There are two common scenarios
when a “Mezonos” pas haba’a b’kisnin product can be elevated to
Hamotzi status.
When One is Kovea Seuda
When one eats enough pas haba’a b’kisnin for a full dinner meal,
or if one eats pas haba’a b’kisnin to augment other side dishes for a
full meal, the bracha one makes on that pas haba’a b’kisnin is Hamotzi.
Why? In these cases, when one eats the pas haba’a b’kisnin as one
would eat bread, the pas haba’a b’kisnin has been elevated to breadlike status; hence, the bracha would be Hamotzi. In all instances
of exclusive pas haba’a b’kisnin, the amount that an average
person consumes for a dinner meal determines
how much pas haba’a b’kisnin constitutes
a full meal.4 When the pas haba’a
b’kisnin augments the meal, such as
cake or a pas haba’a b’kisnin roll with
an airline meal, even if the pas haba’a
b’kisnin roll or cake tastes like cake,
once one eats this cake or roll with
a meal it fulfills a bread-like criteria
and one would have to wash
and recite Hamotzi on the cake
or Mezonos roll.
Current
Habits

3. The Bach expands on the position of
the Rambam/Bais Yosef. Eggs, honey and other sweet or spicy
ingredients should not only give the dough a distinctly sweet or spicy
taste, but should also be a major component of the recipe.1
4. Rav Hai Gaon‘s approach to pas haba’a b’kisnin is that the
bread dough is baked into a crisp, hard cracker, e.g., flatbread, bread
sticks, and pretzels.2
Halacha concludes that all four opinions fulfill the criteria of pas
haba’a b’kisnin, and the bracha recited would be Borei Minei Mezonos.3

Pizza

Consumption

When Kashrus Kurrents took a pizza
poll of current pizza consumption, the results
revealed that the average person eats one slice of an
18” pizza (alone, without any sides) as a snack, three slices of an
18” pizza (alone, without any sides) as a meal. Two slices of an 18”
pizza (alone, without any sides) was questionable. Most pizza shops
agreed that the average consumer orders two slices of thin or thick
crust pizza with a side dish for dinner. Similarly, one slice of square
dish Sicilian pizza eaten alone as a meal is questionable. In order to
avoid a sofek, doubt, on what is the correct bracha, two slices of 18”
pizza or one slice of Sicilian pizza should not be ordered alone, but
rather with side dishes, be it thin or thick crust pizza and the bracha
would be Hamotzi.
C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 4

1. Be’er Heitev O.C. 168 No. 12. According to this opinion, the pas haba’a b’kisnin is comparable to cake that is eaten at the end of a meal.
2. According to this opinion, pas haba’a b’kisnin means’ food that one chews’.
3. Be’er Heitev, O.C. 168 No. 10
4. See Be’er Halacha, ibid No. 6. It seems clear that an elderly person or a young child who eats smaller portions would have to wash and bentch on the amount that they
normally eat because their age group is satiated with a smaller amount.
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subject to the prohibitions of ribbis. One may not own shares in such
a bank, borrow money from it, or even deposit money there.2
The first to respond was Rabbi Yosef Shaul Nathanson. He took
issue with Rabbi Ganzfried’s stringent ruling and put forth two
reasons to permit the loan. First, the opinion of Rashi is that the
prohibition of ribbis does not apply through an intermediary. Second,
the principle of breira applies – in other words, the funds financing a
loan are “selected” from those of the non-Jewish depositors who are
not subject to the prohibition of ribbis.
In a letter published a year after the first printing of the Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch, Rabbi Nathanson asked Rabbi Ganzfried to retract his
position and change future printings of the Kitzur to permit such loans.3
Future printings showed no change in Rabbi Ganzfried’s position.
Majority Rules
Over the next half century, this issue was hotly debated in the
responsa literature. While many authorities took issue with Rabbi
Nathanson’s specific reasoning, several other rationales were given to
permit borrowing with interest despite Jewish ownership.
Most Poskim permit these loans only when the majority of the
ownership belongs to non-Jews. This leniency is based on one of two
principles:
•
Some apply the rule of kol d’parish m’rubah parish, i.e., we
can assume that the money funding this loan came from the majority
of monies.4
•
Others apply the concept of batul b’rov, i.e., the Jewish
money is nullified in the majority non-Jewish money, at least as far as
the prohibition of ribbis is concerned.5

Ownership and Risk
Another approach to permit borrowing from a bank delves into
the question of responsibility for the loan. How can we identify who
is really lending the money? It stands to reason that whoever bears
the loss if the borrower defaults on the loan is considered the real
lender.
In bank loans, the risk of a defaulted loan is borne by the bank.
This means that depositors and shareholders have no claim against
a borrower should he default. Therefore, any loans that the bank
extends are not on behalf of their Jewish depositors, even if the bank
is technically lending the Jewish money.6
Scribal Duties
Yet another approach takes advantage of a small loophole in the
laws of ribbis. According to the Mishnah, the borrower is responsible
to pay the scribe’s fees for writing the promissory note documenting
the loan (s’char sofrim).7 It seems from this that the costs incurred in
servicing a loan may be paid by the borrower without a concern for
the prohibition of ribbis. Given that banks have extensive operating
costs, such as rent and salaries, bank loans would not be subject to
the prohibition of ribbis as any monies paid over the original amount
of the loan are to be viewed as an expanded schar sofrim, paying those
costs.8
Corporate Life
The above discussion about the banks and loan societies of the late
19 century dealt with smaller institutions in which the share of each
partner was significant, and their contributions directly fueled the loans.
th

Modern banks, like most big businesses in the United States, are
incorporated. This legal term – derived from the Latin word corpus,
or body – means “to form or add into a body”. In other words, when a

C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 5
2. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 65:28
3. Shoel Umeshiv Vol. 1 3:31. It is unusual to find one halachic authority demanding a retraction from his colleague. One can assume that Rabbi Nathanson did so because
he foresaw the impending success of the Kitzur as THE popular halacha sefer for the masses – masses that were already engaged in this common business practice.
4. Shaari Tzedek Y.D. 124,
5. Rabbi Yisroel Salanter (as quoted in a letter responding to him in Divrei Dodim 9). See also Teshuvos V’Hanagos 4:194 which states, “It is common practice for Jews to
borrow and lend from banks, even though other Jews freely buy shares in those banks. They rely on the ruling of Rabbi Yisroel Salanter that the share of the Jews is batel
b’rov.” See also Bais Yitzchok Y.D. 2 Kuntres Acharon 32, who is only willing to apply Rabbi Nathanson’s concept of breirah when the majority ownership is Jewish.
6. Harei Besamim 2:115
7. Bava Basra 167b
8. Maharam Shik 158, Gevuros Eliyahu Y.D. 44

3

LE A DE

RSHIP IN K ASHRUS EDUCAT ION

Navigating the Pizza Paradox
PAS OR PAS NISHT
C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 2

Furthermore, the pizza poll concluded that amounts qualifying
for an average meal that would require a Hamotzi include half of a
14” thin crust pie, half of a 12” regular crust pie, half of a 9” deep dish
pizza, or a complete 9” or 10”pie for dinner.5 Relatively new pizza
shop offerings qualifying for Hamotzi include one slice of vegetable
pizza, half of a calzone, half of a large garlic knot and half of a pizza
shop soft pretzel.
The Great Pas haba’a b’kisnin Oxymoron
The term “Mezonos roll” is one of the great kashrus oxymorons.
Often, a roll comes with a sticker stating, “Made with Apple Juice –
Birchoso Mezonos”. If the roll is bread, how can the bracha be Mezonos?
If the roll looks like bread and tastes like bread, how can the bracha not
be Hamotzi? Even if apple juice is used in the recipe, if it looks like a
roll and tastes like a roll then it is still considered to be a roll.
However, an excellent example of a pas haba’a b’kisnin challah is a
new Baltimore creation, the Cinnamon Babka Challah, the bracha of
which is Mezonos. This challah is braided like a regular challah, and is
topped with a streusel topping, loaded with cinnamon; it looks like
a challah but tastes like a babka. This fulfills the criteria of pas haba’a
b’kisnin, and the bracha would be Mezonos unless it is eaten together
with your Shabbos meal, in which case the bracha would be upgraded
to Hamotzi.

At times, a product appears to be
classic pas haba’a b’kisnin yet the
bracha is Hamotzi.
A Pas haba’a b’kisnin Anomaly: Putting the Producer Into the
Picture
At times, a product appears to be classic pas haba’a b’kisnin yet the
bracha is Hamotzi. This is due to a fundamental pas haba’a b’kisnin
principle - the intention of the producer. If the intention of the baker
was to bake bread, that item is considered full-fledged bread and
the bracha would be Hamotzi even if that product is subsequently
formulated into an item with pas haba’a b’kisnin properties. That
cracker-like product is still halachically considered to be bread, and
the bracha will be Hamotzi. Conversely, if the intention of the baker is
to create a snack product, that product is considered to be pas haba’a
b’kisnin.

chip companies that were researched, do not take fresh bagels and
slice and toast them into bagel chips. In order to get a uniform bagel
chip product, commercial bagel chips have fairly strict quality control
baking criteria: size, thickness and texture. To this end, commercial
bagel chips are made from long loaves of bagel dough that are
extruded and cut into uniformly sized bagel chips that are seasoned,
baked and toasted. These commercial bagel chips are manufactured
as a snack food, and the bracha would also be Mezonos.
How can you tell the difference between a commercial and a local
bakery bagel chip? Commercial bagel chips do have a bagel look and
texture, yet many of them do not have a hole! Furthermore, they are
all uniform in size and thickness. Bagel chips fitting these criteria
would be pas haba’a b’kisnin. On the other hand, bagel chips made
from leftover bagels, which were originally intended to be eaten as a
meal, would be similar to Melba toast and the bracha on these bagel
chips is Hamotzi. If the baker has no specific intention, he or she
often bakes bagels knowing that some of them will eventually be
converted into bagel chips. Those bagel chips would be pas haba’a
b’kisnin.
Melba toast is a classic example of bread that is subsequently
toasted. Melba toast was named after Dame Nellie Melba, who
wanted a low-fat alternative to bread so that she could watch her
weight. The baker’s intention when making the Melba toast was to
create an alternative to bread. Even though Melba toast resembles
Rav Hai Gaon’s criteria of pas haba’a b’kisnin, the bracha on Melba
toast is Hamotzi. Conversely, frozen pizza boards that are par-baked
and edible are manufactured with the intention of being further
processed into pizza, a product that is a snack food, and is pas haba’a
b’kisnin upon which one recites Mezonos.
Frying creates a completely different halachic ruling with all
bread products. Any fried bread product – croutons, pita chips,
bagel chips and the like – warrants a Mezonos because frying nullifies
the bread status of a bread product less than a k’zayis. Boiling a flourbased product, such as pasta, always creates the Borei Minei status
because it is not bread and does not have the texture of bread.
Baruch Hashem, we are living during a time when we can
benefit from Hashem’s generous bounty and experience the
culinary innovation to create delicious dishes. Also, Baruch Hashem
for giving us the chochma, wisdom, to properly apply the halachic
fundamentals to understand what we are eating so that we can recite
the correct brocha. We are fortunate to have the double benefit of
being able to enjoy the fruits of our labor while giving nachas ruach
to the Ribbono Shel Olam.

Bagel Chips: One of the most elusive pas haba’a b’kisnin bakery
products is the bagel chip. Bagel chips can theoretically be made in
many fashions: baked, toasted, fried, manufactured commercially,
or made locally on a small scale and sold by bakeries in clear poly
bags. Commercially produced bagel chips, according to the bagel
5. For other scenarios and halachic issues regarding pizza, see https://www.star-k.org/articles/kosher-lists/1512/pas-habaah-bkisnin/.
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DESSERT:
A REAL BRACHA!
R A B B I YA A K O V H E I N E M A N N
R O S H K O L L E L , S TA R - K B A I S M E D R A S H G O V O H A H A L A C H A C H A B U R A

You are at a  חתונהand all of a sudden they roll in the Viennese
tables full of cakes, chocolates, ice cream, melons and bread. You are
not sure whether or not you should recite a  ברכה ראשונהover any of
these desserts. The question is equally applicable in your own home
whether on Shabbos or any given day of the week: Do I or don’t I
need to recite a  ברכהover dessert?
The Shulchan Aruch1 states that when one eats bread, all foods
which are eaten together with the bread are ( פטורexempt) from a
 ברכהbecause they are secondary to the bread. Therefore, the ברכה
recited over the bread covers any other food that is eaten, as well.
On the other hand, since a dessert is eaten to end the meal with
a sweet taste, it is entirely different since the intention is not to eat it
as an accompaniment to the bread. Consequently, anything eaten as
a dessert should require a  ברכה ראשונה.
There are exceptions to this rule. One exception is that most
cakes may be considered to be ( פתbread). This is because the exact
classification of bread is a ( מחלוקתdispute).2 If one recited a ברכה
over bread at the beginning of the meal, and the cake is considered
to be a form of bread, then we don’t recite another ברכה. The reason
is ספק ברכות להקל, which means that when there is a doubt as to
whether or not a  ברכהwas recited, we do not say Hashem’s name
again in vain. Based upon the above הלכה, in most cases a  ברכהis not
recited over dessert.
Some people err and think that a  ברכהof  מזונותshould never be
recited over dessert. According to the above noted הלכה, only מזונות

items which might be considered to be bread should be exempt from
a ברכה. However, any  מזונותitem which is clearly not considered to
be bread should require a ברכה. Examples of this include Rice Crispy
Treats, chocolate oat balls and a sweet pasta dessert.
A second questionable dessert item is ice cream, which definitely
requires the recitation of the  ברכהof  שהכלsince the ice cream is not
considered secondary to the bread. However, some poskim maintain
that ice cream is really a ‘drink’ which has been solidified by means
of a cold temperature. Since drinks are generally considered to
be an accompaniment ( )טפל לפתto the bread, and ice cream is not
considered to be the same kind of ‘drink’, still we do not differentiate
between the two and no  ברכהis recited over the ice cream. There
are those who assert that since ice cream is not considered an
accompaniment to the bread, one must recite a ברכה. Most opinions
follow this rule, as does HaRav Moshe Heinemann, shlit”a.
Regarding compote (a sweet cooked fruit sauce), a  ברכהshould be
recited when eaten as a dessert.3 However, there is evidence that the
Chofetz Chaim refrained from reciting a  ברכהover compote at the
end of a meal. The reasoning for this is not clear, however, he did not
retract what he wrote in his Hilchos Brachos. The opinion of many
poskim, including HaRav Moshe Heinemann, shlit”a, is to recite a העץ
over compote like all fresh fruits.
The  ברכהof  שהכלshould be recited over all candy and items which
would normally require this ברכה.
 או"ח סימן קע"ז סע' א.1
 ש"ע או"ח ס' קס"ח סע' ז.2
 משנה ברורה ס' קע"ז ס"ק ד.3
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business is incorporated it is given a life, or at least a body, of its own. It
then exists independently of its owners and founders. The corporation
can own property and make contracts and other transactions with
limited connection to the owners. Their liability is limited to their
stake in the company.

of liability, there is no clear halachic device to divest Jewish owners
of their connection to their share of the corporation. Consequently,
how can a Jew own a share in a corporation which conducts business
on Shabbos? Does he need to inspect its warehouses for chometz? Can
they lend money with interest?

However, while the halacha does recognize the partnership
aspect of a multi-owner corporation and also allows for limitation

In a seminal responsa, Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, wrote that
owning a few shares in a corporation is not considered a halachic
C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 6
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partnership at all. Firstly, a shareholder has no substantial say in how
the business is run, whereas a true partner influences the business
decisions. Furthermore, a shareholder has no actual stake in the
assets of the business, so his investment is more of a bet on the future
profits of the company.9 Rav Elyashiv, zt”l, agreed, writing that it is
obvious that this is not true ownership.10 According to this reasoning
there is no issue whatsoever in borrowing money from a bank even if
there are Jewish shareholders.11 Likewise, there is no problem owning
shares in a business that operates on Shabbos or deals in chometz on
Pesach, as the shareholder does not truly own the business.
Credit Unions
In November of 2018 several major Poskim in America publicized
a statement as follows:
“It is our opinion that it is forbidden both to join credit unions
and to borrow from them without a heter iska, and one who does so
is lending and/or borrowing with ribbis. This was also the opinion
of Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, and the leniency which he wrote does
not apply here. However, since there are those who find room for
leniency even though it is fitting and correct to be stringent about
a Torah prohibition, one who wishes to borrow money, or who has
already borrowed money [from a credit union] should consult his
rabbi or other competent authority...”
As mentioned above, Rav Moshe, zt”l, held that a minority share
cannot be considered true ownership, as the shareholder has no
say in how the business is run. Credit unions are cooperatives and
function according to a one-member-one-vote system regardless of
the size of a member’s holdings. In other words, unlike corporations
that are generally run by the majority shareholder or a group of large
shareholders, credit unions offer an equal voice to every member.12
Moreover, any profits from the credit union’s loans are distributed
equitably. Therefore, every member of a credit union is a true owner
and Rav Moshe’s logic permitting bank loans would not apply.

The Bottom Line
One could argue that Rav Moshe
Feinstein’s reasoning should apply to credit
unions as well, since their boards and
management exhibit control of the direction
and day-to-day running of the credit union.
History shows that the management of
credit unions can make decisions which are
not in the interests of the shareholders. For
example, they can turn the credit union into
a conventional bank – at which point the
members’ shares become deposits, unless
they expressly choose to buy shares in the
bank. Additionally, people who join a credit
union do not intend to own the credit union
any more than people who buy shares in a
corporation intend to own the corporation.
Still, even assuming that Rav Moshe’s
heter does not apply, the discussion about the
loan societies in Europe is entirely relevant to
the credit unions of today. Those arguments
would permit borrowing from credit unions
as well.
Based on the above, it is the opinion of Rav
Moshe Heinemann, shlit”a, that ideally a heter
iska should be used when borrowing from a
credit union.13 However, in circumstances in
which a heter iska is not possible or when one
has already borrowed money from a credit
union, there is an established custom to be
lenient and permit the loan.

9. Igros Moshe E.H. 1:7
10. Kovetz Teshuvos 3:124
11. Nesivos Sholom (ibid.) reports that R’ Elyashiv, zt”l, states that this applies only to non-voting shares. Similarly, see Minchas Yitzchok 3:1.
12. United States Code Title 12 Chapter 14:1760
13. See also Bris Yehuda 30:16, Nesivos Sholom 173:9, The Laws of Ribbis 5:26-27
14. See https://www.quickenloans.com/about/legal/disclosures-licenses. The implementation of their heter iska is beyond the scope of this
article but relies on Quicken’s practice of promptly selling the loans. See https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/how-can-i-tell-whoowns-my-mortgage-en-214/ for ways to find out who owns your loan.
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THE PLOT
QUICKENS
It is important
to note that
Rav Moshe
Feinstein’s heter
of corporate
ownership
applies only
when the Jewish
share is not
significant.
He writes that
once a Jewish
shareholder’s
opinion impacts
the running of
the corporation,
he is considered
a true partner/
owner. The
business must
then be treated
as Jewish-owned.
This became a
pressing issue
in 2018 when
people realized
that Quicken
Loans, the largest
mortgage lender
in America,
was mostly
owned by Jews.
Quicken swiftly
responded by
instituting a heter
iska on all of
their loans.14

New Under STAR-K KOSHER CERTIFICATION

CONSUMER
PRODUCTS

(only when bearing STAR-K symbol)

ACME FOOD SALES, INC.

Seattle, WA
COCONUT PRODUCTS

ALIMENTOS CÓNICA

COSTA RICA
ICE POPS

ALIMENTIS SRL

ITALY
TOMATO PRODUCTS

AMBER PAPER UAB

LITHUANIA
PARCHMENT PAPER; PAPER PRODUCTS

ASSOCIATED SUPERMARKET
GROUP

New York, NY
VEGETABLES (CANNED)

BAZELET HAGOLAN WINERY 1999
LTD.

ISRAEL
WINE

BELDOLCE IMPORTS, INC.

Island Park, NY
GLUTEN-FREE PRODUCTS; PASTA PRODUCTS

BHARMAL TRADERS

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
TEAS

CANDY MENSCH

Los Angeles, CA
CANDY STORE (PAREVE; CHOLOV YISROEL)

GRACE KENNEDY FOODS (USA) LLC

Medley, FL
TORTILLAS/TACOS

GURME212 USA INC.

Kearney, NJ
VEGETABLES (CANNED)

H-E-B LP
FRUIT STRIPS DIV.

PREMIERE PACKAGING
PARTNERS, LLC
FORMERLY D&M PACKING

Waukegan, IL
VEGETABLES (DEHYDRATED)

San Antonio, TX
SNACK FOODS; FRUIT (DEHYDRATED)

HEB, PAPER DIVISION

San Antonio, TX
PARCHMENT PAPER

Oakland, CA
BREAD PRODUCTS

FLEISHIGS LLC

Cedarhurst, NY
SPICES

G. WILLI FOOD INTERNATIONAL

ISRAEL
VEGETABLES (CANNED)

GLATT CHINESE

Brooklyn, NY
PICKLED PRODUCTS

GOLD MEDAL BAKERY

Fall River, MA
TORTILLAS/TACOS

GORDON FOOD SERVICE
SEGEV FOOD EXPORT IMPORT CO.,
LTD.

CHINA
KITCHEN APPLIANCES (SABBATH COMPLIANT)

Great Neck, NY
CUSTOM BAKERY

PUEBLA NORTE, LLC

JACK’S EGG FARM

Brooklyn, NY
PAN LINERS

Yonkers, NY
TORTILLAS/TORTILLA CHIPS

KARABETIAN IMPORT &
DISTRIBUTION INC.

Bentonville, AZ
WATER

Los Angeles, CA
HONEY

KAZOO SNACKS, INC.

CANADA
SNACK FOODS

GREECE
OLIVES

GOURMET INGREDIENTS
HENRY BROCH & CO.
INNOVACTIVE INC.

CANADA
SEAWEED PRODUCTS

NOVALIA, LTD.

Tuxedo, NY
PICKLED PRODUCTS

PD GIDA TARIM ITH IHRACAT
SANAYI VE TIC

PURE FIBER U.S.

TURKEY
FRUIT (DRIED)

RENEWAL MILL

ITALY
CONDIMENTS

Oakland, CA
FLOUR & GRAIN PRODUCTS

ROSE MARKETING

SURPLUS SRL
WANESCO LAND FOR MEDICAL
PLANTS

KORIZ SYSTEMS

UNITED KINGDOM
ICE POPS

EGYPT
SPICES

LIDL U.S.

SANDHURST FINE FOODS
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

ZUMDIECK KONSERVE
DONDURULMUS GIDA LTD. STI

ISRAEL
SECURITY SYSTEMS

AUSTRALIA
OLIVES

SHAFER-HAGGART LTD.

LUCKY JACK LLC

CANADA
TOMATO PRODUCTS

SUNNY DELL FOODS

MCLANE GLOBAL

Oxford, PA
CANNED VEGETABLES

MED-TRADE UK, LTD.

T.G. FOODS, INC.

UNITED KINGDOM
HONEY

Chicago, IL
BAKING MIXES

METRO BRANDS, G.P.

THE KROGER CO.
TORTILLA DIV.

CANADA
SALT

MOBTOWN FERMENTATION

Baltimore, MD
BEVERAGES

MY DAILY CHOICES

NATURAL ORIGINS
NKJM INVESTMENTS LTD

ISRAEL
SAUCES & DIPS; VEGETABLES (CANNED)

NOVO MEL INDUSTRIA E
COMERCIO EXTERIOR LTDA. ME

NEW UNDER STAR-D
(only when bearing STAR-D symbol)

The STAR-D is a kashrus symbol of the
National Council of Young Israel (NCYI).
The STAR-K, in its relationship with the
NCYI, administers the kashrus of the
STAR-D. All STAR-D products are dairy
– cholov stam (non-cholov Yisroel).

ALIMENTOS COOK S.A.

COSTA RICA
BREAKFAST CEREALS

DUNKIN DONUTS-FALLSTAFF

7000 Reisterstown Road Baltimore, MD
DOUGHNUT SHOP

ELLI’S KOSHER KITCHEN

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
CANDY & CONFECTIONERY ITEMS

INDUSTRIAL
INST ITUT IONAL
PRODUCTS

Lebanon, TN
CHEESECAKE/BROWNIES/PIES

AMBER PAPER UAB

LITHUANIA
PARCHMENT PAPER; PAPER PRODUCTS

CAMERICAN INTERNATIONAL
CANNED WATER CHESTNUTS DIV.

Paramus, NJ
VEGETABLES (CANNED)

CIBUM LUBRICANTS APS

DENMARK
LUBRICANTS

LE A DE

TURKEY
VEGETABLES (CANNED); FRUIT (CANNED)

VITAL SRL

(see letter of certification)

FRANCE
HERBAL PRODUCTS

BRAZIL
HONEY

Cincinnati, OH
TORTILLAS/TACOS

FRANCE
VEGETABLES (CANNED)

Las Vegas, NV
ESSENTIAL OILS & OLEORESINS;
INGREDIENTS FOR FOOD & COSMETICS

Wyoming, MI
VEGETABLES (CANNED)
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Waterbury, CT
OLIVE OILS; VEGETABLE/SEED OILS

PROFESSIONAL PASTRY & BAKING

HYXION

EMPIRE BESPOKE FOODS LTD.

FIREBRAND BREAD

FILIPPOS BEIS - PHILIPPOS
FLAVORS

NETHERLANDS
ONION PRODUCTS

Houston, TX
HONEY

San Diego, CA
RICE

PD GIDA TARIM ITH IHRACAT
SANAYI VE TIC
PEANUTS ISRAELI LTD.

ELDAI

EXPRESS TRADING
INTERNATIONAL

EGYPT
RAISINS

ISRAEL
SNACKS

HUNGARY
SPICES

Las Vegas, NV
COFFEES

UNITED KINGDOM
PICKLED PRODUCTS

TURKEY
OLIVES

TURKEY
FRUIT (DRIED)

Arlington, VA
TORTILLAS/TACOS

FRANCE
CANNED CORN

DAKAHLIA AGRICULTURE
DEVELOPMENT S.A.E

HÁZI PIROS PAPRIKA KFT.

CRUZ BEVERAGE CO. DBA YAVE
TEQUILA

New York, NY
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

ONCU ZEYTINCILIK GIDA SAN. VE
TIC.A.S

RSHIP IN K ASHRUS EDUCAT ION

TENNESSEE CHEESECAKE
OH LAIT OH LAIT LLC

South Orange, NJ
FROZEN DESSERTS;
ICE CREAM & NOVELTIES

TURKANA FOOD

Kenilworth, NJ
YOGURT
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IT ALL BEGAN WITH KASHRUS
BY MARGIE PENSAK

Six years before the historic “Abraham Accord” peace agreement between Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) was even a thought,
STAR-K Kosher Certification was active in the UAE, certifying an array of products- from dates to baklawa and aluminum pans to gum
acacia. STAR-K has also been sending representatives to Dubai to attend the annual Gulfood food and beverage trade exhibition. In addition,
it plays the role of a partner and supporter of the community as it develops in both its physical and spiritual growth, as the owner of STAR-K
certified Elli’s Kosher Kitchen can attest.
“In 2018, I had met Joel Weinberger, who is one of the business developers at STAR-K
Kosher Certification, one of the world’s biggest kosher certifying agencies,” shares Elli Kriel.
“He travels through Dubai regularly, on his way to Pakistan and India. When he came across
my service, he was very supportive and helpful. A few months later, he approached me and
said, ‘Let me help you get your business onto the international stage. You’ve got a great story
here; you’re doing a great thing. Let me help you get more customers. I will sponsor a stand
for you at Kosherfest, the largest kosher food festival in the U.S.’”
Elli was the only exhibitor representing a Middle Eastern Arab country. She served Emirati
date cakes and coffee and gave away spices. A real highlight of the event was a visit from the
UAE’s consul general to the United States, H.E. Abdalla Shaheen. He came to her booth and
they spoke over a cup of Emirati coffee. It was a wonderful acknowledgement and affirmation
of Elli’s business and the community.
Elli’s stint at Kosherfest was featured in an article which UAE Ambassador to the U.S.,
Yousef Al Otaiba, sent to the Israeli media, communicating very directly with Prime Minister
Natanyahu and the Israeli public, ‘Look at what is possible if there’s peace! In the UAE, we
STAR-K Kashrus Administrator,
even have a kosher caterer!’ The rest is history…literally!
Rabbi Tzvi Rosen, at the Gulfood trade show.
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email to kashruskurrents-subscribe@star-k.org.

This publication is
dedicated to the
memory of
M. Leo Storch,
of blessed memory,
through a grant from
Mrs. M. Leo Storch,
a"h & Family.

(The STAR-K Passover Book, not included in this subscription, is available
for purchase in Jewish bookstores during the Passover season.)
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Download our STAR-K app on your Android and Apple Smartphones. Available on the App Store, Google Play, and Amazon Kindle.

Receive late breaking kashrus news and alerts in your email.
Send an email to alerts-subscribe@star-k.org or visit www.star-k.org/alerts
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