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HINDU BELIEFS AND PRACTICES  
REGARDING HAIR SACRIFICES 

This report is compiled of information about the tonsuring process 
(cutting/shaving of hair) performed near many Hindu temples across India.  
A large amount of the information was taken directly from temple resources 
(emails, recorded conversations, temple newsletters and books etc…) 

It is clear from these articles, research papers and books that the hair being cut 
in the tonsuring halls is considered a religious sacrifice and an offering to the 
Hindu deity “Govinda” (also known as Lord Venkateswara / Vishnu / Balaji).  

The pilgrims are sacrificing and offering their hair (their beauty/vanity) to their 
deity (g-d) to please him and to receive blessings from him. There are a few 
important religious explanations in Hinduism for the tonsuring. One is that the 
hair offerings are meant to pay back a loan that Govinda took for his marriage 
expenses. The most popular belief is that the sacrificed hair is given to replace 
the hair that was cut off the deity’s head. The name “Govinda” is repeatedly 
recited by both the pilgrims and the barbers during the tonsuring process.  

The pilgrims believe that the sacrificed hair goes directly to the deity and is 
accepted by the deity. Many pilgrims feel that donating hair to the deity is more 
valuable than donating money. Tonsuring is not considered a preparation 
process before entering the temple- it is considered a spiritual offering to the idol. 
Some pilgrims will take tonsured hair in to the temple itself and place the hair in 
to the Hundi (a container where pilgrims place money and valuables as an 
offering to their idol) which is near the deity. 

Tens of thousands of pilgrims visit the temples in India daily (millions yearly). 
One of the largest temples in India is the Tirumala Venkateswara Temple located 
in Tirupati which is operated by the trust board Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams 
(TTD) 

The KalyanaKatta complex in Tirumala is where thousands of devotees tonsure – 
“offer their hair to Lord Venkateswara”. Men, women and children are all 
tonsured there. 

 The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) can be reached by dialing  
+91-877-2277777 or http://www.tirumala.org/  

The KalyanaKatta complex can be reached by dialing  
 +91-877-2263460 

The author of this report can be contacted by email: hairsacrifice@gmail.com 

http://www.tirumala.org/


IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT TONSURING: 
 
- Tonsure is the practice of cutting or shaving some or all of the hair on the scalp, as a 
  sign of religious devotion or humility. 
 
- There are many temples in India large and small, where tonsuring is practiced. 
 
- Tonsuring halls (Kalyanakkatta) are considered holy (shoes must be removed before 
  entering) 
 
- Indian pilgrims chant the deity’s name "Govinda" before, during and after the 
  tonsuring. Many times the barbers chant "Govinda" too.  
 
- Women can tonsure just a few hairs as a sacrifice to their idol instead of cutting off all 
  their hair.  
 
- Many tonsuring halls (Kalyanakkatta) have images of the deity on the walls. 
 
- Tonsuring is not a preparation process before entering the temple. It is its own distinct 
  sacrificial offering (of hair) to the deity. Tonsuring is not required before entering the 
  temple. 
 
- Bathing is mandatory before entering the temple. 
 
- Women are not allowed to enter a house of worship while menstruating. They are 
  forbidden to go in to the temple while menstruating. They are also not allowed to enter 
  the tonsuring hall (Kalyanakkatta) or tonsure their hair while menstruating. 
 
- The barbers are paid to tonsure the hair, but many times barbers volunteer to tonsure   

- There are thousands of Indian people that volunteer services at the temple (under the 
  TTD). They are called Srivari Sevakulu-- one who works without salary. They consider 
  this volunteer work a devout service to the deity. One of the jobs they volunteer for is 
  as barbers in the tonsuring halls (Kalyanakkatta). 

- All the tonsured hair is placed in a special box. It is than sold by public auction to many 
  hair distributors. The tonsured hair is used in wigs and extensions worldwide.  

- Tonsured hair is not considered impure.  

- Tonsured hair is allowed in to the temple itself. Some pilgrims will bring packages of 
  tonsured hair in to the temple and place the hair in to the Hundi in the temple. 
 
- A Hundi is a container where pilgrims place money and valuables as an offering 
  to their idol. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scalp


- Thousands of Indian men, women and children tonsure daily (millions yearly) 
 
- The temple with the largest amount of pilgrims tonsuring is the Tirumala 
  Venkateswara Temple. The temple is also known by other names like Tirumala 
  Temple, Tirupati Temple, Tirupati Balaji Temple. Lord Venkateswara is known by 
  many other names: Balaji, Govinda, and Srinivasa.  
 
- The Tirumala Venkateswara Temple is operated by the trust board Tirumala 
  Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) 

- On average, around 35,000 heads are shaved every day at Tirumala. Each 
  barber is trained to shave 60-70 heads during a six hour shift. During festivals, 
  the number goes up to about 45,000 heads per day. An estimated 12 million 
  devotees go for tonsuring annually.  

- Pilgrims have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an offering to their idol. They believe 
  that their hair is accepted by the idol. 

- There are different reasons for tonsuring: 
         - when a request is fulfilled by the deity (to thank him) 
         - before beginning a new job or role in life 
         - to show love to the deity, the more hair given the more love shown 
         - to shed the ego  
         - to give ones main beauty to the deity, many Indian women feel that their hair  
           is more valuable than money 
         - The following story is a very important religious reason behind tonsuring: 

When Lord Balaji was hit on his head by a shepherd, a small portion of his scalp 
became bald. This was noticed by Neela Devi, a Gandharva princess. She felt 
"such an attractive face should not have a flaw". Immediately, she cut a portion of 
her hair and, with her magical power, implanted it on his scalp. Lord Balaji 
noticed her sacrifice. As hair is a beautiful asset of the female form, he promised 
her that all his devotees who come to his abode would offer their hair to him, and 
she would be the recipient of all the hair received. Hence, it is believed that hair 
offered by the devotees is accepted by Neela Devi. The hill, Neeladri, one of the 
seven hills, is named after her. 

 
- There are seven sacred hills in Tirumala. The seven hills are called Seshadri, 
  Neeladri, Garudadri, Anjanadri, Vrushabhadri, Narayanadri and Venkatadri. The hill 
  Neeladri is named after the princess Neela Devi because of her sacrifice to Lord Balaji 

- The Tirumala temple is on the seventh hill -Venkatadri. Therefore the temple is also 
  referred to as the "Temple of Seven Hills" 

- The entire Tirumala area is considered sacred, which is why pilgrims will come 
  specifically to Tirumala to tonsure 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandharva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkata_(hill)


- The story about Neela Devi sacrificing her hair for Lord Balaji (Vishnu) is 
   currently a very well known and widespread legend in India. This story is 
   written about in many books, articles and on countless online websites and 
   blogs.  It is the most quoted story regarding the tonsuring at Tirupati. Most 
   pilgrims who have their heads shaved know the story and believe in it. 

- Another important story from Indian mythology behind all offerings to the deity: 

Lord Vishnu called for a conference of the gods to win their consent for his marriage 
with Princess Padmavati. He obtained a heavy loan from Lord Kubera, god of wealth in 
Hindu Mythology towards expenses for the wedding. He agreed to Kubera that his loan 
will be repaid by the end of Kaliyuga with interest. Lord Vishnu is still in debt and all 
offerings to the temple help pay back this debt.  

So, when a devotee presents an offering at the Tirumala temple, he tries to help the 
Lord in his quest of repayment of the loan and he is never sent back empty handed.  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
EMAIL EXCHANGES WITH THE TIRUMALA 
TEMPLE AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS  
ASSOCIATED WITH THE TEMPLE: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recent email exchange from:  

TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam),  
the controller/administrative body of Tirumala temple 
KALYANAKATTA COMPLEX (temple tonsuring hall)  

IMPORTANT - Please hear attached recorded conversations with employees from  
the information center at the Tirumala temple. The transcribed interviews are at the  
end of this report.  

 
 

Kalyanakatta Complex 
 

Nov 24 (2 
days ago)

to me 

 
 

Do women tonsure their hair too? 
YES. 
 
What percentage of people that tonsure every day/week/year are women? 
35% 
 
Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? 
YES its religious belief  
 
Is the hair considered an offering to the god? 
YES, as they are believing in god  
 
Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and during 
the tonsuring process? Do the Barbers say any prayers to the god before and during the 
tonsuring?  
pilgrims chant govinda before tonsuring and even barbers also pray god before starting tonsure.  
They believe that sacrificed hair will reach the god. 
 
What does "Govinda" mean? 
govinda is another name of lord venkateswara ,The name comes from the Sanskrit go, which 
means both "Veda” and “cow,” and vinda, meaning “finding” or “gaining.” 
 
 
Regards  
DYEO, kalyanakatta complex, tirumala, TTD.  
+ 91-0877-2263460 



Recent email exchange from:  

TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam),  
TTD INFORMATION CENTRE 

 

 

support services 
to me 
 

Nov 28 (1 day ago)

 

As per your Questionnaire, These are the reasons behind hair Offering to GOD.( LORD BALAJI) 
 

Are there other temples that tonsure? How many?  
Temples Like Tiruttani, Palani, Simhachalam, Vijayawada will also provide the Tonsuring facility 
to the Pilgrims as a offering to GOD or GODESS after full filling the Vows of the Pilgrims. 

Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? 
Its a Offering to God. 

I was told that Indian men and women believe that their tonsured hair will reach the god- would 
you mind explaining that? Do they believe that the god accepts this hair? Is the hair considered 
a gift? 
It is a Strong Belief that God Accepts their Offerings and full fill their strong Desires. 
There is a Story regarding this Offering. 
 
When Lord Sri Venkateswara (MahaVishnu/Balaji) was inside the snake-ant Hill on 
Tirumala , one sacred cow is to come and give milk to the Lord daily (Brahma took the 
form as sacred cow), When a cow-herd man at once saw the sacred-cow pouring milk in 
the snake-ant Hill, he became angry and without understanding the truth, the Cow-herd 
man took the axe and has hit the cow on the cow’s head with the axe. The Supreme Lord 
Sri Venkatesa(Vishnu) who was present inside the snake-ant Hill received the hurt of the 
axe on his head from the cow-herd man instead of Cow getting hurt. When Lord received 
the hurt of the Axe on his head, the portion of his hair on his head disappeared due to 
hurt by the axe. When mother Neela Devi saw Lord being hurt on his head, she 
immediately removed the hair from her head and placed on the Lord’s head in the portion 
where the lord was hurt. Immediately Lord became well and Lord’s hair reappeared as 
beautiful as before he was hurt. Lord Venkatesa(Vishnu) knowing that hair is one of the 
beautiful features of women, Lord Sri Venkatesa promised that his devotees will shave 
Hair of their head (tonsure) and dedicate their hair to her. Neela Devi accepts the hair 
sacrificed by Devotees of Lord Venkatesa(Vishnu) and Lord blesses his devotees who 
sacrifice their hair for the sake of the Lord. This is the reason why Devotees tonsure or 
shave their head in Tirumala. 

There are also Spiritual reasons: Tonsure or Shaving hair as offering for Lord represents a real 
sacrifice of material beauty and giving up false-ego in the way of shaving their hair as the 
sacrifice to please Supreme Lord.  

 



Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and during 
the tonsuring process? 
Yes People who are Getting Tonsure will Chant "Govinda" as it a significance that they are 
completely believing and Thanking the Almighty. Govinda or Om Namo Venkatesaya are 
chanting Mantras. 

After the hair is tonsured does it get placed in a special bin/container?  
The Tonsured Hair will be kept in Separate place. It will be Cl-inced and Kept in Auction. The 
Amount will be used in Developing the Temple, Making Ornaments to Lord and for providing 
facilities to Pilgrims who visit Tirumala. 
 
 The Story behind "GOVINDA" name. 

Lord Srinivasa once went to the hermitage of Sage Agastya and said”Munindra.. I have come to 
Bhu Loka (earth) on a particular mission and going to stay here till the end of the Kali Yuga.. Am 
very fond of Cow milk and need one for my daily needs.. I know you have a large Gosaala with 
many Cows..Can you offer me one Cow for my needs..”.. 

Sage Agastya smiled and said”Swamy.. I know very well that you are Lord Sri Maha Vishnu in 
the human form of Srinivasa.. Am so happy that the creator and the ruler of this universe came 
to my hermitage and seeking a favor from me.. But I also know your maya Swamy and know 
that you have come all the way to test my devotion..” 

“So Swamy.. Please allow me to follow the rules.. The holy Cow should only be gifted to a man 
who comes and seeks it along with his wife.. I shall certainly be happy to gift a Cow to you but 
will only be able to do so when you come to my hermitage along with my Mother Goddess 
Lakshmi and ask for it.. Until then You will have to forgive me Swamy..” 

Lord Srinivasa smiled and said, ”Ok Munidra.. I Shall certainly do what you wanted me to do.. 
”and returned to His place.. 

Later Lord Srinivasa married Goddess Padmavathi.. Some days after their marriage Lord 
Srinivasa came to sage Agstya maha muni’s hermitage along with His divine consort 
Padmavathi to seek the holy Cow.. But the sage was not there in the hermitage.. His disciples 
who do not know who Lord Srinivasa is asked Him.. 

“Who are you and what can we do for you..??..” 

The Lord replied, ”My name is Srinivasa and she’s my wife Padmavathi.. I asked your acharya 
to offer me a Cow for my daily needs.. But he wanted me to come along with my wife and take 
it.. So I have come now.. Will you please inform your acharya that I have come..” said Lord 
Srinivasa.. 

“Our acharya is not there in the ashram (hermitage) right now.. So please come again later to 
collect your Cow..” said the humble disciples of Sage Agastya.. 

Lord Srinivasa smiled and said, ”I agree.. But am the supreme ruler of this entire place so you 
can trust Me and offer Me one Cow.. I cannot come again..” 



“May be you are the ruler of this place or may be this entire universe.. But our divine acharya is 
supreme to us and we shall not do anything that displeases him and also without his knowledge 
and permission..” replied the stubborn disciples 

Smiling gently, the holy Lord said, ”..I value your respect towards your acharya..Please convey 
him when he returns,that Srinivasa had come from Gnanadri hills along with his wife to seek the 
Cow from him..” .. 

Saying so Lord Srinivasa turned back and started walking towards the seven hills of Tirumala.. 

Exactly after a couple of minutes, Sage Agastya returned to the hermitage and was extremely 
disappointed when he heard from his disciples about the arrival of Lord Srinivasa during his 
absence.. 

Thinking loudly, ”how unfortunate really am not to be there at the hermitage when Sri 
Mannarayan Himself graced along with my divine mother Lakshmi”, the holy sage immediately 
rushed  into the Gosala (Cow shed); took a Govu (Telugu word meaning Cow) and started 
running in the direction Lord Srinivasa and Goddess Padmavathi were going.. 

After running a few paces He found at a long distance, Lord Srinivasa going along with His 
divine consort Padmavathi.. Running behind them the holy sage started shouting in Telugu 
laguage, 

“..Swamy.. Govu Inda (Govu in Telugu means cow and Inda means take).. Swamy,Govu 
Inda..  Swamy, Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda..” 

But the Lord didn’t turn back.. Increasing the speed of his running, the Sage Agastya started 
shouting further more loudly.. 

“..Swamy,Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda.. (Swamy,take this Cow).. 
Swamy,Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda.. Swamy,Govu 
Inda.. Swamy,Govu Inda..” 

 
Thank you, 

Supervisor, 
TTD INFORMATION CENTRE 
PH:2233333, 2277777, 18004254141. 

 
 
 
 
 



Recent email exchange from: 
INDIAN HERITAGE (a non- commercial site providing information on Indian culture) 
by Sumathi, Saigan Connection 
 

Nov 28 (1 
day ago)

to iheritage 

 
 

Hi, 
 
Are you able to answer this question- 
 
I'm finding the tonsuring process confusing to understand, 
is tonsuring just a purification process done for Indian people before entering the temple to see 
the gods or is the tonsuring act its own distinct holy act of worship? 
 
Do the Indian people tonsuring their hair consider it a holy act to the gods? Or is it just an act of 
preparation before entering the temple? 
 
If you could answer any of these questions it would be a huge help!  
Thank you 
 

 
iheritage 
 

10:23 AM (23 
hours ago)

to me 

 
 

Hi 
  
It is not a preparation before entering the temple. Not everyone does it. 
  
It is more an offering.  It is done for all children when they are 1 year old or soon after.  They 
do this at their family holy temple. 
It is done as a matter of routine, for children when they reach their first year. 
  
But sometimes devotees pray to God and when their wish is fulfilled they offer their hair 
as thanks or even offer their hair as a prayer while wishing. 
In some communities, married women do not offer their hair, though they do so in some 
communities. 
  
After shaving their head, they have a bath before going for the Lord's darshan. 
  
Regards 
Sumathi 
www.indian-heritage.org 
www.sumarts.biz 

http://www.indian-heritage.org/


Recent email exchange from: 
TTY (Tirumala Tirupati Yatra)  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Email exchanges with the Tirumala Tirupati Yatra: 
 
 
Good Morning, 
 
We would like to thank you for contacting "Tirumala Tirupati Yatra" 
Please find the answers in blue below 
 
Is hair considered impure according to Hinduism? Is that also why it's cut off before entering the 
temple? 
It is not mandatory that people have to give their hair to God before entering the temple. As far we 
know, Hair is NOT impure. 
 
Is tonsuring done to humble oneself or is it done to give ones hair to the gods as a gift? 
One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by God and there is a short story 
behind this. 
 
Story Begins 
 
Neela Devi, Gandhrava Princess is the first devotee who gave hair to Lord and there is a reason for 
doing that by her. 

When Lord Srinivasa was hit by shepard on his head, small portion of this scalp becomes bald and 
there is no hair growth at the effected place and Neela Devi is the one who gave the hair to fill the 
effected place of Lord Venkateswara. 

As hair is the considered as the beautiful aspect of Women, Lord notices her sacrifice and he said all 
the hair given at Tirumala belongs to Neela Devi 

Story Ends 

 
Do pilgrims know about the religious stories behind tonsuring? 
Most of the people knowing the reason behind giving hair to God. As mentioned earlier most of the 
people give their hair as their wishes were fulfilled by God. 
There are people who will give prior to beginning of any New tasks or works. 
 
 
Please feel free to contact us for any queries and we are happy to share. 
 
Best Regards 
Abishek KM 
 
Tirumala Tirupati Yatra Team                    



Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 

9:25 AM (10 
hours ago) 
 

 

to me 
 

 

Hello  
 
We are happy to help you on your research, please find some of the answers below 
 
It is a custom in temple like Srivaru that Devotees tonsure their heads to show that they 
are loyal to the Lord. 
 
Free tonsuring and free hot water facility for bath is being provided for devotees at 
Kalyanakatta. (A building where tonsuring is done) 
There are more number of buildings in Tirumala for tonsuring. 
 
Q:Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too?  
A:Yes, No Slippers are allowed inside. Tonsure has to be done only by the people of specific 
castes. 
 
Q:Could people tonsure their hair anywhere or is it better to do it in a place like Tirumala? 
A: There are tens of places in INDIA where people can give their hair but Tirumala is the most 
popular one in INDIA and people will come from parts of the world. 
 
Q:is it acceptable for a woman to tonsure just a few hairs as a sacrifice to the god instead of 
cutting off all her hair? 
A: Very valid point to make a note. Instead of giving their entire hair to Lord, Woman can select 
Moodu Kathirimpulu in Telugu language (Three Cuts) to Lord Srinivasa. 
Three Cuts: One at left, other at right and one is at center (Part of the hair) 
 
Q:Do men grow their hair long for tonsuring? 
A:There is nothing practice of growing long hair. It is just an human love towards god for giving 
high amount of Hair. 
 
We are in process of getting data, feel free to contact if you need any images and we are happy 
to share them with you. 
More answers will be sent to you shortly 
 
Best Regards 
Abishek KM 
 
 

 

 

 



Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 

Jan 4 (3 
days ago)

to me 

 
 

Hello  
 
Please find answers in Blue 
 
You may need some of the information from 
http://news.tirumala.org/tonsured-a-major-revenue-source-for-ttd/ 
http://news.tirumala.org/kkc-records-three-lakh-tonsures-during-btus-till-oct-8/ 
http://news.tirumala.org/ttd-nets-rs-1-36cr-in-e-hair-auctions/ 
 
 
Do you know where the hair of the Mundan ceremony goes to? 
A: It all goes to TTD and they can call tenders to sell them. 
 
Does the tonsured hair get placed in a special box at all?  
A: Yes, there might be several steps involved after tonsure, picking up the hair, placing them, 
cleaning, preserving 
 
I know that tonsuring is not required before entering the temple - but is bathing required? 
A: Yes Bathing is required and females should not enter the temple during menstruation cycle. 
 
What happens to the hair after it's tonsured? 
A: TTD will usually sell tonsured hair to external vendors. (Wigs...etc are the outcome from them 
for their business) 
 
Auction of Tonsured Hair 
Based on the length, they are 5 categories. 

1. The first type of hoods of Rs.2,49,494 / kilo were allotted to a total of 9,700 kg and sold 
for 400 kg. Earning Rs 89.98 lakh in revenue 

2. A total of 60,000 kilograms were sold for 2,900 kgs of the second type at Rs 17,223 / kg. 
Earning an income of Rs 4.99 crore 

3. A total of 31,000 kg of beds were placed in the third type of hair at Rs 2,833 / kg. It sold 
4,300 kg. An amount of Rs.1.21 crores was received 

4. The fourth type at Rs 1,194 / kg was placed at an auction of 1,900 kg. 300 kgs sold. 
Thus, the income of Rs.3.6 lakh was received. 

5. A fifth of the Rs. 24 / - kilograms were sold at a rate of 1,64,000 kg and sold for 2000 kg. 
And earned up to Rs. 48,000. 

6. 6,600 kg of white hair at Rs 5,462 / kg. Nothing sold out 

 
All the VERY BEST for your research paper and we hope the information shared will be helpful.  
*Information provided is only with the knowledge of "Tirumala Tirupati Yatra" and we cannot 
provide you 100% accuracy. 
 
Thank you 
Abishek K 

http://news.tirumala.org/tonsured-a-major-revenue-source-for-ttd/
http://news.tirumala.org/kkc-records-three-lakh-tonsures-during-btus-till-oct-8/
http://news.tirumala.org/ttd-nets-rs-1-36cr-in-e-hair-auctions/


Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 

Jan 13 (2 
days ago)

to me 

 
 

Hello  
 
Kindly find the answers below in blue 
 
-  When you sent the auction info and numbers- is that from this past year? 
They were from October or November 2017. 
 
-  Is the tonsured hair considered impure?  
A: As far we know, tonsured hair will not be considered as Impure (as TTD is selling them 
for lakhs of rupees (by calling tenders) 
After getting the Hair, they will divide them into 3 categories based on the length, colour, quality 
(Category - 1, Category - 2, Category - 3) and they sell them off. 
 
-  What is a Hundi?  
A: There is a bin for collecting money, coins inside Silver Threshold which is called Hundi. There 
are other Bins as well  
one is for collecting coconuts after breaking them in Akhilandam. 
After breaking coconut, One half has to be kept by devotees and other should be dropped in 
Coconut Hundi (but this is not Mandatory if they wish they can take all pieces of coconuts) 
 
- Do the temples allow the hair to be placed in the Hundi?  
Yes 
 
- Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into the 
temple to put in the Hundi?  Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and than 
bring it to put in to the Hundi in the temple? 
A: They do not cut their hair at Home, (Most of the people do not know taking part of the hair 
from tonsured halls and dropping in Hundi  
They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to God directly. 
 
Some people will put their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the money offerings 
mostly) which is inside silver threshold (Hundi which is very near to the main Deity).  
 
The process is that, before starting the hair shave, 3 cuts will be done based on one's request 
and they give the same to us, so that we can drop in Hundi after having Darshan. (very less 
amount of people usually do in this way) 
 
 
Thank you for contacting TTY 
 
Best Regards 
Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 
 



Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 Jan 19 (4 

days ago)

to me 

 
 

Hi, 
 
- Is the information that you emailed me from the TTD? Or is it information that the TTY 
researches independently? 
All the information is from TTD - Data which I Provided on sales of tonsured hair is from TTD 
PRO (public relation office) and it was from last quarter of 2017 
 
- I just had a question about the barbers- I read that they need to be from the Nayee brahmin 
(nai) caste. I just don't realize understand what that means. 
It is a type of caste in India (There are 100 of castes in INDIA)  
 
- Is it hard to get the position of a barber at the temple? Are there specific religious requirements 
for the job? 
Of course Yes, For any job under TTD he should be of caste - Hindu 
 
- Besides for the Tirumala temple which is under the TTD, are there other temples that have 
tonsuring (not under the TTD)? 
There are many temples under TTD and tonsuring is famous in Tirumala but not in other 
temples 

If so, are any of them big temples with a lot of people tonsuring? Would you happen to know the 
names of other temples that tonsure and how many people tonsure at these temples? 
 There are some 10s of temples in India where people tend to give hair to Lord but we will get 
back to you soon on this. 
 
- do Indian priests ever tonsure their hair? 
Just see the image how the priests would be, it is not the kind of head shave.(They will keep 
part of hair) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One more question! 
You mentioned that women can't enter the temple while menstruating- what about in the 
tonsuring hall? Can they go to tonsure during menstruation? 
Strictly speaking NO. But we cannot stop them. 99% of women will not tonsure during mensus. 
 
 
Thank you so much for your patience. Again, Big "All the Best" for your research and we are 
happy to be part of your work.  
 
Best Regards 
Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 



Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 

Mar 5 (13 
days ago)

to me 

 
 

Hi, 
 
Do you know if the attached book is from the TTD?  
 
The attached book is from Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams which is in short called T. T. D 
 
There are many authors who has written number of books in Telugu and then translated to 
english about Tirumala place and history. 
 
Sometimes T. T. D requests the authors to write or Authors write up everything and submit their 
papers. 
After going through the paper and validating the script written, they will be printed and published 
to people through book stalls 
 
There are number of book stalls in Tirumala and Tirupati.  
 
Information you see in books is 100 percent accurate. Source of attached book is from TTD and 
you can pretty well use that. 
 
 
Kindly visit 
 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Home/?Type=New 
 
This might be useful. 
 
Best regards  
Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Home/?Type=New


Tirumala Tirupati Yatra 
 Mar 13 (5 

days ago)

to me 

 
 

Hi, 
 
I also was curious why pilgrims don't tonsure in front of the actual god - in the temple? Is it 
because there are too many people and it would make a mess? 
 
Yes  
What you have stated is right.  
 
There are thousands of people who visit swamy for darshan. Usually organization Don't want to 
make crowd infront of entrances or inside temple.  
 
Tonsuring centers are not even near to temple and they are about mile away from main deity 
and there are multiple tonsuring centers in Tirumala just to avoid waiting times.  
It doesn't really matter where you are having tonsure, as all the hill area is considered as holy 
which is famously called as Tirumala. 
 
And this is the system in any of the famous tonsuring pilgrimage centers.  
 
 
About tirumala- do pilgrims go there specifically to tonsure (and don't do it at home)? Is the 
whole area holy? 
 
Yes exactly  
 
Having tonsure at piligrimage places means that one is giving hair to god.  
Entire Tirumala - which is an hilly area is considered as sacred. 
  
Below are some things that you don't find in Tirumala. 
Movie theaters 
Footwear shops 
Shops which sell Non Vegetarian  
No alcohol and one cannot take alcohol items from Down hill (which is called Tirupati) 
No flights should fly above Tirumala.(it's a non flying zone) 
 
Entire land belongs to TTD nothing but Government body. And there are really surprising facts 
about Tirumala 
 
 
Best Regards  
Abishek Kamalakshi  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
BOOKS / WEBSITES / NEWSLETTERS FROM 
THE TIRUMALA TEMPLE AND VIDEO CLIPS OF 
DIFFERENT TONSURING HALLS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pages from a book published by the TTD – “KALYANA MANDAPUM” 
TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam), the controller/administrative body of the 
Tirumala temple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Excerpt from the book “KALYANA MANDAPUM”: 
 
“Many devotees also have their head tonsured as an offer. The daily 
amount of hair collected is over a ton. The hair thus gathered is sold by 
the temple organization a few times a year by public auction to international 
buyers for use as hair extensions and in cosmetics, bringing over $6 million 
to the temple’s treasury.  As per puranas hair offered by devotees is to 
cover up the lost hair (it is a very small portion) of lord Venkateswara 
swamy.” (page 42, book published by the TTD) 
 

Puranas 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

The Puranas (/pʊˈrɑːnәz/;[1] singular: Sanskrit: परुाण purāṇa), are ancient Hindu texts 
eulogizing various deities, primarily the divine Trimurti God in Hinduism through divine 
stories. Puranas may also be described as a genre of important Hindu religious texts 
alongside some Jain and Buddhist religious texts, notably consisting of narratives of the 
history of the universe from creation to destruction, genealogies of kings, heroes, sages, 
and demigods, and descriptions of Hindu cosmology, philosophy, and geography.[2] The 
Puranas are frequently classified according to the Trimurti (Trinity or the three aspects 
of the divine).[3] The Padma Purana classifies them in accordance with the three 
gunas or qualities as Sattva (Truth and Purity), Rajas (Dimness and Passion) 
and Tamas (Darkness and Ignorance), an apparent means by which to rate the texts 
based on sectarian merit.[4] 
Puranas usually give prominence to a particular deity, employing an abundance of 
religious and philosophical concepts. They are usually written in the form of stories 
related by one person to another. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puranas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trimurti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puranas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trimurti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puranas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Padma_Purana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sattva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamas_(philosophy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puranas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puranas
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 “OFFER TRANSPARENT SERVICES TO PILGRIMS AND ENHANCE 
THE REPUTATION OF THE INSTITUTION”-CV&SO_ భక్తుల 
మనోభావాలకు అనుగుణంగా సేవలందించండి – సి.వి.ఎస్ .ఓ 
By TTD News On 19 Aug, 2017 At 03:36 PM | Categorized As General News 

Tirumala, 19 August 2017: “Offer transparent services to pilgrims with love and devotion and 
enhance the image of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams across the globe”, said the Chief 
Vigilance and Security Officer of TTD Sri Ake Ravikrishna. 

An orientation programme to Kalyanakatta tonsuring staff was held in Asthana Mandapam on 
Saturday. Speaking on this occasion, the CVSO said the tradition of offering hair with devotion 
before paying obeisance to Lord Venkateswara has been continuing since several centuries. 
“Today the society is civilized because of you. You hold the entire credit of making a human 
civilized. Your selfless services will not only enhance your image but also the reputation of the 
institution at large. The entire world is watching our every move. So we should also be more 
legitimate in offering our best possible services to pilgrims. If the tradition has to sustain for 
1000 more years, then you should take oath to offer transparent and dedicated services to 
pilgrims. We will install advanced CC cameras in Klayana Kattas also apart from all places. You 
all will function under the eagle eye of vigilance. So offer the best part of your services to 
visiting pilgrims with transparency”, he reiterated. 

Earlier, VGO Sri Ravindra informed the kalyanakatta tonsurers to offer impeccable services to 
pilgrims as the annual brahmotsavams are fast approaching. 

Kalyana Katta DyEO Sri Venkataiah said, on an average every day nearly 40 thousand 
pilgrims are offering hair to Lord out of fulfillment of the wish with devotion. “The 
responsibility is increasing day by day on us. So offer more dedicated services and enhance 
the reputation of the institution in the eyes of public”, he added. 
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Latest News Updates 
You are here: Home » RENDER TRANSPARENT SERVICES TO PILGRIMS_ శ్రీవారి భక్తులకు 
ఉన్నత ప్రమాణాలతో సేవలందించండి కల్యాణకట్ట క్షురకులకు తిరుమల జెఈవో పిలుపు 
RENDER TRANSPARENT SERVICES TO PILGRIMS_ శ్రీవారి 
భక్తులకు ఉన్నత ప్రమాణాలతో సేవలందించండి కల్యాణకట్ట  
By TTD News On 3 Dec, 2017 At 06:35 PM | Categorized As General News 

Tirumala, 3 December 2017: Kalyanakatta barbers should offer transparent services to 
multitude of visiting pilgrims to Tirumala with devotion and discipline, said Tirumala JEO 
Sri KS Sreenivasa Raju. 

Addressing 463 kalyanakatta srivari seva barbers in Astana Mandapam at Tirumala on Sunday 
evening, the JEO said, TTD has taken stern measures against the barbers who are alleged of 
demanding money from pilgrims for tonsuring activity. 

“The management has no vested interest to give you punishment. Our intention is to to safeguard 
the reputation of the institution and remind you about your responsibilities. TTD EO Sri Anil 
Kumar Singhal is kind enough to give you another opportunity and overcome these allegations. 
Hence you are reinstated in service from January 1”, he added. 

The JEO said, after darshan of Lord Venkateswara, tonsuring is considered to be more 
pious activity by pilgrims. So live up to the image of pilgrims with your transparent 
services and enhance the fame of the institution”, he reiterated.  

CVSO Sri A Ravikrishna, KKC DyEO Smt Naharatna, AEO Sri Nagaraju, VGO Sri Ravindra 
Reddy were also present. 
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You are here: Home » TONSURED A MAJOR REVENUE SOURCE FOR TTD 
TONSURED A MAJOR REVENUE SOURCE FOR TTD 
By TTD News On 20 Sep, 2015 At 04:21 PM | Categorized As Special Articles 

Tirumala, 20 September 2015: Tirumala is eye of the fashion moguls of the world not only for 
the glittering festivities, grandeur of the jewelry decked deities but also for the shining black hair 
donated by the millions of devotees of Lord Venkateswara. Prominent Bollywood and 
Hollywood actresses and actors have a great crush for wigs and hair extensions made from the 
tonsured hair donated by millions of devotees at Tirumala. 

Tonsuring of head and offer hair is one of the most popular vows at the Tirumala hill 
shrine as millions of devotees take that route as a redemption of their vows for the 
fulfillment of their wishes by Lord Venkateswara. 

The ‘Tirupati’ brand of hair, the shining char coal black long strides of hair are sold as hot cake 
in the fashion markets of Paris and London. The human hair offered to Lord Venkateswara by 
millions of men and women in 2015 and and e-auctioned by TTD had earned a whopping Rs.810 
crore in view of spiraling international prices in the fashion world. ‘ What the regular tendering 
process earned us was just Rs.40 crore while the e-auctioning has brought transparency in trade 
and huge revenues of nearly Rs.240 crore per bid ” says Sri K S Srinivasa Raju, the Joint 
Executive Officer of TTD. 

Annually over 1.30 crore pilgrims(i.e.70 % of devotees coming to Tirumala)offer their hair 
to Lord Venkateswara at the two major Kalyana Kattas and nine other mini- kalyana 
kattas. On June 13 last a record 73,000 devotees offered hair and the TD gathered 370 tons 
of hair this year and the number of barbers in TTD including that of women barbers has 
been on the rise.’Now We have some volunteers from Srivari Seva serving as barbers at 
Tirumala to clear the festival rush’ says Smt Devi Sarojini The Deputy Executive officer in 
charge of Kalyana Kattas. 

The temple administration has started monthly auctions from March 2015 in order to cash in on 
international prices and also retain the value of the freshly tonsured hair TTD segregates the 
human hair into six categories going by the length and texture of the human hair before going 
into e-auction. 

http://news.tirumala.org/
http://news.tirumala.org/author/ttdnews/
http://news.tirumala.org/category/special-articles/


hile the first variety hair is above 31 inches in length, the second variety is between 16-30 inches, 
the third variety between 10-15 inches, the fourth variety between 5-9 inches and the fifth variety 
less than five inches length. Grey hair or white hair is the sixth variety. While the long strides 
fetch highest rate,other fetch average rate depending on global price fluctuations and demand in 
fashion markets now making inroads into Asian and American fashion world as well. 

The TTD launched e-auctioning of hair in consultation with the MSTC( material scrap trading 
corporation)in 2011 to beat the syndicate who suppressed the prices to floor level. TTD went into 
monthly e-auctioning of its stock and has so far conducted 15 e-auctions of hair in the current 
year. 

Indian hair, particularly Tirupati hair was a major attraction at European and Asian markets 
known for wigs, hair extensions due to its long strides,shining black hair,curlers and the popular 
variety of Remy. Private parties were dealing with tonsuring of hair since 1938 but since 1985 
TTD has taken over the Kalyana Kattas and also sale of human hair. While select agents were 
dealing with hair auctions since then the TTD began e-auctioning since 2011 leading to massive 
revenues to the institution. 

Indian hair is in high demand for wig making and hair extensions because it is both “thin 
and strong,”explains one of the country’s largest exporters of hair from Chennai. ‘ The 
Tamil devotees top in tonsuring and hair revenue to Lord’ says a TTD official. 
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You are here: Home » BARBER VOLUNTEERS AT BRAHMOTSAVAM 
BARBER VOLUNTEERS AT BRAHMOTSAVAM 
 
By TTD News On 2 Oct, 2014 At 08:47 PM | Categorized As General News 

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS 
BARBER VOLUNTEERS AT BRAHMOTSAVAM 
 
Tirumala: October 2: Nearly   879 barbers came on voluntary basis as part of Srivari seva 
and saved the day for TTD in the Brahmotsavam-2014 in addressing the demand for 
tonsuring of huge surge of devotees. 

A record 2.59,312 devotees tonsured their head as part of redeeming their vow to Lord 
Venkateswara, said Sri Krishna Reddy, the DEO of the Kalyan Katta  at a meet the press 
event in the Media center, Tirumala. 
He said  nearly  879  barbers  came forward  to render  voluntary work as  part of Srivari 
Seva  in addition to 283 regular barber and 307 piece rate barbers  hired  for  the 
Brahmotsavam event. 
He said compared to last year 7000 tonsures were additionally done this year compared to 2.52 
lakh in 2013 and 2.66 lakh in 2012. 

The Deputy EO said the e-auctioning of human hair has found more valuation for  Tirupati hair 
and global customers in view of its long straits, cuts  and curly hair stock. 
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You are here: Home » SRIVARI SEVA VOLUNTARY SERVICE – DEVELOPED ON 
CONCEPT OF THREE D’s, “DUTY – DISCIPLINE – DEVOTION” 
SRIVARI SEVA VOLUNTARY SERVICE – DEVELOPED ON 
CONCEPT OF THREE D’s, “DUTY – DISCIPLINE – DEVOTION” 
By TTD News On 22 Sep, 2013 At 04:19 PM | Categorized As Special Articles 
 
Tirumala, the abode of Lord Venkateswara, is visited by millions of ardent devotees every 
year. With a view to render better services to the pilgrims who come from far-flung parts 
of the country, Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams has launched “SRIVARI SEVA” 
voluntary service on November 1, 2000. Started with just 200 volunteers in the initial days, 
so far almost four lakh 30 thousand sevakulu have rendered service in Srivari Seva in the 
last 12 successful years. 

Developed on the concept of Three D’s, Duty – Discipline – Devotion Srivari Seva is set to 
move ahead with the noble taught of offering selfless service to fellow pilgrims. 

PARTICIPATION IN DEVOUT SERVICE: 

The Seva provides a unique opportunity to the devotees to serve fellow pilgrims and 
participate in devout service. According to scriptures, the divine grace can be attained not 
only by worshiping the lord in the sanctum sanctorum but also by serving his devotees. 
Thus, the Srivari Seva ensures the added benefit of worshipping the lord by the way of 
selfless service to his devotees. 

HOW TO ENROLL OR REGISTER: 

The devotees who are willing to render selfless services to fellow pilgrims as Srivari Sevakulu 
should write a letter at least a month in advance to the following address – 
The Public Relations Officer 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams 
TTD Administrative building 
K.T. Road, Tirupati, AP, 517501 
Ph.No.0877 – 2264392 

http://news.tirumala.org/
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· They will get the proceedings copy from the office of PRO along with one application form 
or the SMS in their mobile phone 

· The team leader should get the Xerox copies of the application form and distribute it among 
his or her members, get it filled and bring it to the Srivari Seva Sadan office while reporting 
for service along with a passport size photo and ID-proof 

· Or if the team leader gets the SMS, he or she should bring the photo and ID-proof of each 
member of his or her team to Srivari Seva Sadan while reporting for service and fill up the 
application forms in Tirumala 

· The photos of Srivari Sevakulu who are reporting for the service is being captures in the bio-
metric cameras and the data of each and every individual is being maintained in the office 

· The volunteers are later issued with orange colour scarves which are their identity and they 
are supposed to handle them with care till their service is completed. After the completion of 
their service they will hand over the scarves back 
 
GUIDELINES TO SRIVARI SEVAKULU: 

· Each group should consist of not less than 10 members 
· Team leaders should not bring children, aged and ill-healthy persons for Seva 
· Srivari Sevakulu should wear prescribed uniform i.e. white pant and white shirt for men, 

green sari with same colour blouse for women while reporting for service and strictly stick to 
their specified guide lines 

· The Srivari Sevakulu should render service where ever they are allotted to do and should not 
insist on temple duties 

· Srivari Seva is purely a voluntary service. Collecting money from the members or 
offering money for temple duties is illegal. If anybody found guilty, the entire team will 
be black listed for a period of two years 

· Separate accommodation with locker, bed sheet and mats facility has been provided for male 
and female sevakulu and they should stay in their respective accommodation only 

· Female Srivari Sevakulu are provided accommodation in Srivari Seva Sadan in Tirumala 
while the male Sevakulu are being provided accommodation in Hall nos. 7 and 8 in PAC III 

· The Srivari Sevakulu should take part in the counseling classes that takes place at Asthana 
Mandapam on every Friday between 10am to 12pm in Tirumala 
 
FACILITIES TO THE SRIVARI SEVAKULU: 

ACCOMMODATION: Gender-wise accommodation has been provided to house over 2500 
Srivari Sevakulu. While the female sevakulu are being provided accommodation in Srivari Seva 
Sadan itself which houses nearly 750 volunteers, male volunteers are provided accommodation 
in hall no.7 and 8 in PAC III which accommodates about 400 volunteers. During peak season 
viz. annual brahmotsavams, summer vacation, Vaikuntha Ekadasi etc. since over 2500 Srivari 
Seva volunteers are being invited to render services; additional accommodation is provided in 
Halls No.5, 6, 7 and 8 in PAC II also where nearly 500 volunteers can stay. Each volunteer is 
provided with lockers on free of cost and they need not to pay caution deposit Rs.200/- for 
lockers since they bring lock and keys on their own. 



DARSHAN: The Srivari Seva volunteers have to render the voluntary service to the visiting 
pilgrims for a period of one week. They will be provided free darshan through Supadham entry 
on eighth day. 

SRIVARI SEVA – A SUPPORTING ARM TO TTD: 

The Srivari Seva voluntary service has become one of the important supporting organs to 
TTD in its pilgrim crowd management as well in administrative mechanism filling the 
manpower crisis. The services of Srivari Sevakulu has been utilized in over dozen areas in 
Tirumala including Vigilance, Health, Annaprasadam, Garden, Medical, Laddu Prasadam, 
Temple, Transport, Kalyanakkatta, Book Stalls etc. 

PARAKAMANI SEVA: After getting overwhelming response from the pilgrims for Srivari 
Seva, TTD has began a new service called Parakamani Seva where in the counting and 
accounting of the currency offerings made by the multitude of pilgrims in Srivari Hundi is done. 
This exclusive seva meant for retired or in-service employees of public sector, nationalized 
banks and Insurance companies, aged between 35-65yrs of age has been started by TTD on 
August 17, 2012. So far from four Southern India states in 117 batches 5700 sevakulu 
participated in Parakamani Seva. 

LADDU PRASADA SEVA: TTD has started yet another novel service Laddu Prasada Seva on 
13th January 2013 where in the laddu tokens for the Dharma Darshan (Free) and Divya Darshan 
(Footpath) pilgrims are being issued. Usually TTD provides two laddus to each pilgrim who 
prefers the above said darshan categories on a laddu token at a subsidized rate of Rs.10 per 
laddu. The Laddu Prasada Sevakulu issues these tokens to these pilgrims in the counters of 
Vaikuntham Queue Complex I. The guidelines are same as that of Parakamani seva. Of the 74 
batches so far over 1282 sevakulu have rendered impeccable services to the visiting pilgrims. 

CONCLUSION: Today Srivari Seva has become one of the chief supporting organs of TTD with 
over 50 thousand Sevaks on rolls hailing from different parts of the country. In the coming years, 
the Srivari Seva will enhance to further levels as TTD is also contemplating to come up with a 
massive building complex to accommodate nearly 4000 Srivari Sevakulu at one go at an 
estimated cost of Rs.70cr in Tirumala . TTD is also planning for separate meeting cum prayer 
hall in this building to train up the volunteers every day on Yoga, Meditation and orientation 
class on pilgrim service. e TTD is also willing to spread this service concept in its sub-temples, 
railway and bus stations in Tirupati also. 
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ENHANCED DEVOTEE FRIENDLY SERVICES AT KALYANA 
KATTA- EO TTD 
By TTD News On 19 May, 2017 At 04:16 PM | Categorized As General News 

TTD EO DEDICATES BRAND NEW ULTRA MODERN HALL 
NO 4 AT KALYANA KATTA 
Tirumala, 19 May 2017: The TTD Executive Officer Sri Anil Kumar Singhal today said 
that more amenities and services will be ushered soon at the Kalyanakatta in Tirumala to 
make the tonsuring experience of devotees hassle free and comfortable. 

The TTD EO said that henceforth all devotees can fulfil their tonrusing vow to Lord 
Venkateswara conveniently with ultra modern and hygenic services at Kalyana Katta itself. 

He was speaking to media after dedicating the brand new ultramodern Hall No-4 got up at a cost 
of Rs 34 lakhs at the Kalyana Katta to devotee services after Puja rituals along with TTD JEO Sri 
KS Sreenivasa Raju. 

He said in the last 9 months the TTD has sanctioned Rs 1.60 crore for modernisation of the 
Kalyana katta and was committed to further enhance the services and facilities to the benefit of 
ever growing rush of pilgrims to Tirumala. 

He also inspected the Hall- 4 in the Kalyana katta which had record number of barbers, hot water 
and other facilities made available for devotees. 

Among others SE Sri Ramachandra Reddy, Kalyana Katta DyEO Sri C Venkataiah, Health 
officer Dr Sharmista, DE (Electrical) Smt Saraswati, EE (Civil) Sri Prasad, AVSO Sri 
Chiranjeevulu and other officials. 
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CLIPS FROM THE VIDEO - TTD OFFICIALS LAUNCHES NEW 
KALYANAKATTA BUILDING / TIRUMALA / INEWS: 
 

In this video there is a dedication ceremony for the new Kalyanakatta building 
(temple tonsuring hall). A large image of an idol is clearly visible in center of the 
room. During the ceremony pilgrims place offerings in front of the idol. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



Pictures of the KalyanaKatta complex in Tirumala (tonsuring hall): 

 
 

 



 



CLIPS FROM THE VIDEO - TIRUMALA TONSURE RITUAL… 
17 MONTHS HAIR FOR LORD…OM VENATESA: 
 
Published on Nov 17, 2017 

 
In this video an Indian man is receiving a tonsure at the Kalyanakatta Complex 
(temple tonsuring hall). He chants “Govinda” before, during and after the tonsure. 
His family chats “Govinda” along with him. Visible during the tonsure is a room in 
the background. At the end of the clip the camera zooms in on this room- which is 
clearly a room of idol worship. In the room are pictures of the god. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



CLIP FROM THE VIDEO - INSIDE THE TONSURE HALL PALANI  
MURUGUN TEMPLE (pictures of idols on the walls) : 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HUNDI: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hundi In Indian Temples: A Symbol Of Faith & Belief 
By Meghna 
 
 
 
What Is Hundi? 
Hundi is basically a pot placed in many temples in India where devotees offer money to 
God. You would see most of the Hindu temples having this Hundi placed in the temple 
premises, where money and valuable are put in by the devotees as their offering to 
God.  

Why Do We Put Money In Hundi? 
Talking about these Hundi in temples, I feel it stands strong because of the faith of the 
devotees that God does exist. To understand why we offer money in the Hundis in 
temples we need to understand some mythological stories associated with it. The 
stories state an incident where Lord Vishu took a loan from the God of Wealth “Kuber”. 
It is believed that devotees offer this money in the Hundi as a help to Lord Vishnu to pay 
back the loan to Lord Kuber. 
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“Some people will put their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI 
(along with the money offerings mostly) which is inside silver 
threshold (Hundi which is very near to the main Deity).” 
- TTY(Tirumala Tirupati Yatra) 
 

E-book from the TTD website (published by the TTD) –  
TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam), the controller/administrative body of the 
Tirumala temple 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



E-book from the TTD website –  
TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam), the controller/administrative body of 
Tirumala temple 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

6 Answers 

 

 

Nirmalananda Reddy Kasivi, lives in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, India 

Answered May 11, 2017 

If someone sends human hair through someone to Tirupati Balaji, when unable to make 
pilgrimage, the same could be left or placed at the premises of tonsure 
“kalyanakatta”. 

 

 

Mahesh, former Doctor at Government of Chattisgarh (2013-2016) 

Answered Aug 4 

Yes, you can send tonsured hair or mudu katherlu hair along with someone who is 
actually visiting tirumala. They can drop it in any of the hundis( there's a hundi outside 
temple near akilandam). 

Hair is given always as part of mukku so better will be to personally do it and just in case 
if it is not possible or getting delayed then they can do it. 

It will serve the purpose. 

The hair collected is usually e- auctioned and earns some crores of rupees which is again 
being used to provide better facilities for the devotees. 

 

https://www.quora.com/profile/Nirmalananda-Reddy-Kasivi
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https://www.quora.com/Can-someone-send-hair-to-Tirupati-Balaji/answer/Mahesh-459


 

Sri Venkata Rama, Software Engineer (2009-present) 

Answered May 11, 2017 

yes you can. Just ensure there is someone you know well is going to Tirumala. You can 
give them the hair and request them to drop it in hundi. It is a strong belief that 
anything offered in Hundi is a offering to lord Venkateswara. My sisters who are in USA 
had their kids hair sent to me and we personally took it to Thirumala and offered it in 
hundi. 
It is always better to go in person and offer hair. When it is not possible offer it in hundi. 
Share 

 

Sasidhar Darla, Founder at Myoksha Travels 

Answered May 16, 2017 

I wouldn’t recommend doing that. The whole point of pilgrimage is the journey you 
undertake to visit Lord Balaji. It has it’s complete effect only when someone goes 
to Tirupati in person and offers the hair. 
 

 

Rishi Amùdala, btech Computer Science and Engineering & Movie Production, SRM 
Institute of Science and Technology (2021) 

Answered May 5, 2017 

one has to tonsure his hair in the uphills and so one cant practically send his?her hair 
via parcel. you must deliver on the hills. 
 

 

Siva Kumar, works at Self-Employment 

Answered May 4, 2017 

It is not done. A person under such a vow must visit in person, offer his hair (tonsure) in 
the proper way, and then visit the deity. 
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ADDITIONAL BOOKS ABOUT TONSURING: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pages from the book – “THE ASIATIC JOURNAL” (from 1831) 
In this book published in May, August 1831, an English District Collector of the region writes  
about his personal experience visiting Tirumala. He explains how offerings (or caunickee)  
from pilgrims asking for blessings or thanking the deity are placed at the foot of the idol-  
among these offerings is tonsured hair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pages from the original book – “THE ASIATIC JOURNAL” (from 1831) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Pages from the book – “SRI VENKATESHWARA”  
The following pages are from the book “Sri Venkateshwara” by Shantha Nair. On the back of  
the book it says: "Shantha Nair, MA, PhD, has studied, worked and lived for the majority of 
her life and career in the temple town of Tirupathi. She has written many books on Hindu  
religion, spirituality and economics."  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



Information about the popular Indian comic book series –  
“AMAR CHITRA KATHA” 
Amar Chitra Katha is a very popular comic book series in India (and worldwide) that has been 
teaching about Indian culture and religion for decades. Founded in 1967, they have printed 
more than 400 comics in over 20 languages that have sold more than 100 million copies. 
Amar Chitra Katha is considered a cultural phenomenon. In 2011 they launched a new series 
depicting the legends of Tirupati. The following pages have pictures from the Amar Chitra 
Katha website, news articles about the series and pages from one of their books “Tirupati – 
The Lord of Tirumala” 
 

 



 



 



It is the most well-known ritual associated with the Tirupati temple, yet most people have 
no clue as to why they tonsure their heads at the richest temple in India. The case of 
legends and rituals associated with other famous temples of the country is no different. 
 
Which is why Amar Chitra Katha, Uncle Pai’s iconic comic book series which has 
endeared itself to millions of Indians and become an essential part of growing up, 
decided to bring the legends of Tirupati to the young readers in a new series. 
 
And those like Purvaj Rao, a techie, whose five-year-old son refused to shave his head 
for Lord Balaji, couldn’t be more than delighted with Amar Chitra Katha’s volume no 
829. 
 
“My son was five years old, when we took him to Tirupati. But he refused to have his 
head shaved as he thought his friends would make fun of him. He finally agreed on the 
condition that I tell him why he had to do it. I was then forced to come up with my 
version of the ritual. But to this day I have no clue,” says Rao, with his 7-year-old son 
still believing that he had his head shaved to please Lord Balaji and let the hair grow back 
on the bald pate of his grandfather! 
 
Like Rao, there are millions, devotees or otherwise, who are clueless about legends 
associated with the temple. The reason why Reena Puri, editor, Amar Chitra Katha, 
decided on a series on the most famous temples of the country. “The legend about 
tonsuring at Tirupati is associated with the tale of Gandharva princess Neela Devi 
who cut her locks to cover a bald patch on Lord Vishnu’s head. The deity, who was 
impressed with the deed, declared that devotees who came to worship him should 
offer their hair to clear the Lord’s debt,” says Reena Puri about the legend. 
 
For the series, which had earlier come out with tales related to Hampi, it was only natural 
to choose Tirupati as their next subject. “It is among the most famous temples in the 
country with lakhs of devotees. It is a legend that needs to be told to our children,” says 
Reena. 

http://bangaloremirror.indiatimes.com/bangalore/others/articleshow/21569686.cms?


 
The edition, which will hit the stands on July 15, will narrate tales of how Lord Vishnu 
came to earth to pacify his wife Lakshmi who was miffed with him after Sage Bhrigu 
insulted her to the story of King Akasa Raja who is said to have found the statue of Lord 
Venkateshwara in an anthill and built the magnificent temple around it. 
 
Given the many smaller tales associated with the main myth, which are equally if not 
more interesting than the original one, the group had its task cut out when it came to 
picking the stories for the volume. “We selected two of the main stories associated with 
the temple. We have also included side notes on some of the more well-known rituals,” 
says Reena. 
 
Interestingly, the facts have not been whetted by priests or their relatives associated with 
the temple but by an IAS officer.  
 
“We have had our facts and stories checked by K Venkata Ramanachari, principal 
secretary-revenue (endowments), Govt of Andhra Pradesh. We have also spoken to 
devotees who are well-versed with the legend,” she says. 
 
The next in the series will feature tales and fables surrounding the famous Vaishno Devi 
shrine in Jammu. “We are always looking for stories that speak about our culture and 
history,” says Reena. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOKS 

Unknown legends and fables about Tirupati in Amar 
Chitra Katha 
By Lavanya Srinivasan | Published: July 07 2011 
Amar Chitra Katha will bring to life unknown legends and fables about Tirupati, the most visited place of 
worship in the world in its latest series. 
 
The magic of Amar Chitra Katha never fades away; it brings alive the Indian storytelling 
tradition through a unique blend of commentary, dialogue and illustration in comic format. The 
Indic art style and vibrant compositions lends a sense of drama thus elevating the experience of 
storytelling. The comics have been an integral part of generations of readers inspiring them with 
deep rooted culture and values thus making it a ‘one of its kind’ cultural phenomenon. And when 
they recently announced the launch of their latest comic – Tirupati, based on facts and legends 
surrounding India's richest temple, I couldn’t help but sit up and take notice.  
 
The comic Tirupati aims to capture a pan-Indian cultural ethos given the temple's iconic status as 
one of the richest temples in the world and its great reverence amongst Indian people from all 
walks of life. The temple of Tirupati is an integral part of our cultural heritage. From the 
northern tip of the country to its huge southern following, Tirupati has always captured the 
imagination and devotion of India, be it film-stars to tourists. The unique mix of legends like 
Sage Bhrigu's insult to Lakshmi, the domestic quarrel that leads to Lord Vishnu coming to earth, 
living as a mere mortal, the unique association of Padmavati with Lord Venkateshwara, and of 
how we till today offer our hair to the Lord to clear his debt to a Gandharva Princess, are 
retold in this comic. 
 
The launch of Tirupati is the culmination of months of hard work and research for the team at 
Amar Chitra Katha. Reena Puri, Editor, Amar Chitra Katha, sums it up succinctly, "To pay a 
tribute as iconic as this, we required various highly motivated individuals to come together as a 
team. From accurate research to an interesting script and beautiful illustrations, it has been our 
endeavor to maintain the sanctity and respect due to this magnificent institution. We are also 
grateful to Dr K. Venkata Ramanachari for vetting the script, and for his valuable inputs." 
 
Artist, Sundara Moorthy, adds "Amar Chitra Katha has been a part of Indian literature 
and history for decades now, with an entire generation being brought up on a staple fare of 
its varied titles. Before I started drawing the comic, I visited the temple of Tirupati for my 
research. I spent two days sketching the area and the statues, so I could depict them accurately. A 
lot of the designs I've used in the backgrounds of the comic have been derived from actual stone 
carvings and sculptures that I saw in Tirupati." 
 
Tirupati will be available on stands from July 15, 2011. 

http://www.mybangalore.com/article/books/
http://www.mybangalore.com/profile/lavanyas013
http://www.mybangalore.com/article/0711/unknown-legends-and-fables-about-tirupati-in-amar-chitra-katha.html


 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT TONSURING: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Venkateswara Temple, Tirumala 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
 

Venkateswara Temple 

 

 

Venkateswara Temple is a landmark Vaishnavite temple situated in the hill town 
of Tirumala at Tirupati in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh, India. The Temple is dedicated to 
Lord Sri Venkateswara, an incarnation of Vishnu, who is believed to have appeared here to 
save mankind from trials and troubles of Kali Yuga. Hence the place has also got the name 
Kaliyuga Vaikuntham and Lord here is referred to as Kaliyuga Prathyaksha Daivam.  
The temple is also known by other names like Tirumala Temple, Tirupati Temple,  
Tirupati Balaji Temple. Lord Venkateswara is known by many other names: Balaji,  
Govinda, and Srinivasa.[1] 

The Temple is constructed in Dravidian architecture and is believed to be constructed over a 
period of time starting from 300 AD. The Garbagriha (Sanctum Sanctorum) is called 
AnandaNilayam. The presiding deity, Venkateswara, is in standing posture and faces east in 
Garbha griha. The temple follows Vaikhanasa Agama tradition of worship. The temple is one of 
the eight Vishnu Swayambhu Kshetras and is listed as 106th and the last earthly Divya Desam. 
The Temple premises had two modern Queue complex buildings to organize the pilgrim rush, 
Tarigonda Vengamamba Annaprasadam complex for free meals to Pilgrims, hair tonsure 
buildings and a number of pilgrim lodging sites. 

It is the richest temple in the world in terms of donations received and wealth.[2][3][4] The 
temple is visited by about 50,000 to 100,000 pilgrims daily (30 to 40 million people 
annually on average), while on special occasions and festivals, like the annual 
Brahmotsavam, the number of pilgrims shoots up to 500,000, making it the most-visited 
holy place in the world.[5][not in citation given]. In 2016, it was reported that 27.3 million pilgrims 
visited the temple.[6] 

Temple Administration 

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams(TTD) is the trust board which oversees and manages 
the operations of Tirumala Venkateswara Temple. It is operated by a Board of Trustees that 
has increased in size from five (1951) to eighteen (2015)[15] through the adoption of Acts. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirupati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chittoor_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vishnu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kali_Yuga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaikuntham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divya_Desam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirumala_Tirupati_Devasthanams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala


daily operation and management of TTD is the responsibility of an executive officer who is 
appointed by the Government of Andhra Pradesh. 

The temple attracts approximately 75,000 pilgrims every day.[16] The annual budget, estimated 
at INR 2530.10 Crores for the financial year 2015-16,[17] runs charitable trusts whose funds are 
derived from the budget and donations from the devotees.[18] The popularity of the temple can 
be judged by its annual budget. The annual income is estimated at INR 10 billion in 2008. Most 
of its income is derived from the donations in SriVari Hundi. Devotees donate to the TTD, which 
runs into millions of rupees. TTD, the organization running the welfare of the temple, runs 
various charitable trusts, whose funds are derived from the budget and donations from the 
devotees.[ 

 

Hair Tonsuring 
Many devotees have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an offering to God. The daily 
amount of hair collected is over a ton.[30] The hair thus gathered is sold by the temple 
organization a few times a year by public auction to international buyers for use as hair 
extensions and in cosmetics,[31] bringing over $6 million to the temple's treasury.[32] This is the 
second highest income generating activity in the temple next to the Hundi Collection. 

When Lord Balaji was hit on his head by a shepherd, a small portion of his scalp became 
bald. This was noticed by Neela Devi, a Gandharva princess. She felt "such an attractive 
face should not have a flaw". Immediately, she cut a portion of her hair and, with her 
magical power, implanted it on his scalp. Lord Balaji noticed her sacrifice. As hair is a 
beautiful asset of the female form, he promised her that all his devotees who come to his 
abode would offer their hair to him, and she would be the recipient of all the hair 
received. Hence, it is believed that hair offered by the devotees is accepted by Neela 
Devi. The hill, Neeladri, one of the seven hills, is named after her. 

Worship 
The temple follows "Vaikhanasa Agama" tradition of worship, which is believed to be revealed 
by Sage Vikhanasa and is propagated by his disciples Atri, Bhrigu, Marichi, Kasyapa. 
Vaikhanasa is one of the principal traditions of Hinduism and primarily 
worships Vishnu (and his associated Avatars) as the Supreme God. This ancient texts 
recommends six times puja(worship) a day for Vishnu, of which minimum one puja is 
mandatory.[20] 
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“pilgrims chant govinda before tonsuring and even barbers also pray 
god before starting tonsure. They believe that sacrificed hair will 
reach the god.” - email from DYEO, kalyanakatta complex, tirumala, TTD 
 

 Famous image of Govinda 
Govinda 
Definition - What does Govinda mean? 
Govinda is one of the many names of Krishna, the incarnation of the Hindu god, Vishnu, 
in Vaishnavism and much of the pan-Hindu traditions. The name comes from the 
Sanskrit go, which means both "Veda” and “cow,” and vinda, meaning “finding” or 
“gaining.” Therefore, it translates as “finder of Veda” as well as “cow keeper.” The latter 
refers to Krishna's occupation as a youth in Gokula, a community of cow herders. He is 
often referred to as both Gopala ("child cow keeper") and Govinda. 

 

Govinda 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia     This article is about the names of Vishnu. 
 
Gōvinda and Gopāla  (also known as Govind, Gobind and Gopal) are the names of Vishnu which 
mean "The finder of Veda" & "Protector of Veda" as 'Go' means Veda, Cow and also senses. So 
Govinda, Gopala means Cowherdor Protector of Cows, or one who gives pleasure to senses. These 
names are also popularly addressed to Krishna, referring to his youthful activity as a cowherd boy. 
This name appears as the 187th and the 539th name of Lord Vishnu in Vishnu Sahasranama. Lord 
Vishnu or his complete incarnation Krishna are regarded as the Supreme God in 
the Vaishnava tradition and also by much of the pan-Hindu tradition. 
Gopala Krishna of Krishnaism is often contrasted with Vedism when Krishna asks his followers to 
desist from Vedic demigod worship such as Indra worship. Thus the character of Gopala Krishna is 
often considered to be non-Vedic in one interpretation, while it can also be based on the popular 
understanding or rather misunderstanding of the Rig Vedic texts.[1] 

According to Klaus Klostermaier, Kumar Gopijanavallabha, Krishna the lover of the Gopis, is the 
latest stage in the historical process resulting in contemporary Krishnaism, being added to the 
worship of Bala Krishna (the Divine Child Krishna), and the original cult of Krishna-Vasudeva which 
may date back to several centuries before the Common Era.[2] 
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Tonsuring: Myths and facts 
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Tonsuring is the act or process of cutting the hair, especially as a religious rite or custom.[1] 
Tonsuring is a fashionable practice in many races. But the origin of the tonsure is something 
of a mystery. Early Celts, a people based in northern Britain, were thought to have worn the 
tonsure prior to their contact with the Roman Empire and with no relation to religion. 
Members of both the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church wore the 
tonsure, and both claim that its origins go back to the time of Jesus Christ. In the Latin or 
Western Rite of the Roman Catholic Church, 'first tonsure' (generally consisting of a 
symbolic cutting of a few tufts of hair or at most a coin-sized bare spot toward the back of 
the head) was the rite of inducting someone into the clergy. There are different types of 
tonsures based on the pattern such as clerical, baptismal, and monastic. The practice was in 
vogue till the Roman Catholic Church abolished the practice of tonsure in 1972. 

Tonsuring is also a religious ceremony in Hindu religion. According to the rules of the 
Vedas, the Chudakarana (tonsuring of hair) should be performed either in the first or the third 
year of the child. It is practiced even today in most Hindu communities. In Buddhism, 
tonsure is a part of the rite of becoming a monk. This involves shaving the head and face. 
This tonsure is renewed as often as required to keep the head cleanly shaven, and some 
Chinese Buddhist monks also have 6, 9, or 12 dots on the top of the head as a result of 
burning the shaven scalp with the tip of a smoking incense stick. In Islam, it is often 
customary for pilgrims on the Hajj to shave their heads before entering Mecca as a sign of 
their rejection of vanity and for cleanliness. Jain monks pluck their hair so as to keep their 
scalp bare and devoid of lice. They do not use blade or knife. 

Tonsuring is a common ritual rite in the temple town of Tirupathi (South India) and 
daily both men and women tonsure in thousands. Hindu devotees offer their hair to 
Lord Balaji for favors received, to show gratitude and respect. Both men and women 
offer their hair. It is interesting to note that more than 1,500 women partake in the 
ceremony daily. Temple authorities sell the hair thus obtained. In 2007, Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams sold human hair worth 450 million Indian rupees.[2] The long hair of women 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2929550/
https://dx.doi.org/10.4103%2F0974-7753.51927
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Karthikeyan%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20805974
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20805974
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2929550/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2929550/


is more priced and used in making hair extensions and wigs. The tonsured hair from men is 
used to extract l-cysteine. It is a precursor in the food, pharmaceutical, and personal care 
industries. One of the largest applications is the production of flavors.[3] 

The common myth prevalent among public is that shaving of hair increases the hair growth. 
The effect of repeated shaving on human hair growth was studied by Lynfield and 
Macwilliams.[4] In their study, five healthy young white men each shaved one leg weekly 
for several months and left the other leg as a control. No significant differences in total 
weight of hair produced in a measured area, or in width or rate of growth of individual hairs, 
could be ascribed to shaving. The probable reasons for the misconception could be the 
shortness of the shaft of a shaved hair allows changes in its length to be noticed more easily. 
Taking the example of the male with a full beard, it is impossible to detect the daily increase 
in beard growth. But it is a different story with the clean-shaven person whose bristle growth 
can be seen on the very same day. The short, shaved hairs being held more erect by the 
follicles clasped firmly around them cause apparent coarseness. Tonsuring can also be 
therapeutic in curing many diseases such as pediculosis, plica polonica, and peidra. 
Tonsuring can also be associated with secondary bacterial infections if clean blades are not 
used. Further tonsuring is associated with the risk of transmitting HIV and Hepatitis B virus 
infection if the blades are reused without sterilizing. 
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Abstract 
“Do not seek illumination unless you seek it as a man whose hair is on fire seeks a pond.” 

Ramakrishna (1836–1886) 

In all cultures, human hair and hairdo have been a never-ending subject of declamation for 
moralists, and a popular object of fashion and style. The underlying fact is that our hair is not 
without a purpose. The hair represents a part of our body, and at the same time reflects how 
we feel, both mentally and physically, and communicates this to our peers. 

Hair is a powerful metaphor in Hindu mythology. By definition, the myths represent 
traditional sacred stories, typically revolving around the activities of gods and heroes, that 
purport to explain natural phenomena or cultural practices. Tracing back the importance and 
significance of human hair to the dawn of civilization on the Indian subcontinent, we find 
that all the Vedic gods, Shiva (the destroyer or transformer), Vishnu (the preserver) and 
Brahma (the creator), are depicted as having uncut hair in mythological stories as well as in 
legendary pictures. The same is true of the Hindu avatars (incarnations of deities), Rama and 
Krishna, the epic heroes of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata (and Bhagavad-gita). 

Finally, there are a number of hair peculiarities in India pertinent to the creed and religious 
practices of the Hindu, the Jain, and the Sikh. 

Go to: 

IN HINDUISM 
The “Laws of Manu” (Manusmirti) represents the most important and earliest metrical work 
of the Dharmaśāstra textual tradition of Hinduism. The text presents itself as a discourse 
given by Manu, the progenitor of humankind, to a group of seers, who beseech him to 
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convey to them the “law of all the social classes.” According to Hindu tradition, the 
Manusmirti records the words of Brahma. 

According to the Manusmirti, catching hold of the hair in any way is forbidden even in a 
fight. It is mentioned that as a good and just “I should immediately punish anyone who, out 
of wickedness, dishonors someone by snatching and dragging him by his hair,” and the 
punishment would be to cut off both his hands. The reason was that the uncut hair has always 
been considered as giving great prestige to its possessor. Therefore, handling of the hair, 
either by a hairdresser or by a clinical trichologist, is to be considered as a special 
prerogative. 

At the same time, hair has long been used in India to convey a message [Table 1]: Unbound 
unruly hair represents wild nature, and well-oiled and combed hair represents the culture. 
Shiva has thick matted hair. Shiva's dreadlocks represent the potent power of his mind that 
enables him to catch and bind the unruly and wild river goddess Ganga. Krishna has curly 
hair. The Goddesses Lakshmi (consort of Vishnu), Saraswati (consort of Brahma), and Durga 
(or Shakti, the concept, or personification, of divine feminine creative power, sometimes 
referred to as “The Great Divine Mother”) have loose, unbound hair. Kali's (the fierce aspect 
of the goddess Durga) hair is unbound, while Parvati's (the gentle and nurturing aspect of 
Hindu goddess Shakti) hair is well bound. 

In the Ramayana, the last jewel of Sita (consort of Rama) is the hairpin that she gives 
Hanuman (the monkey deity) to convey to Rama that her honor, and his reputation, stand in a 
precarious position. 

Shaving the head is associated with asceticism: Brahmins shaved their head, but left a tuft (a 
Choti or Sikha) in the end, an indicator that they were not monks but very much part of 
worldly life. This Brahmin tuft is tied up to show control. Any religious act is performed 
after tying the tuft. Only the funeral and death anniversaries are performed with tuft untied or 
with disheveled hair. 

It is very inauspicious to remain with disheveled hair. It is done only in times of great sorrow 
or calamity. In the Mahabharata, Draupadi took an oath in the assembly of the Kurus when 
she was molested by Dussasana that she would remain with disheveled hair until the enemies 
were properly revenged. In the Ramayana, Kaikeyi remained with disheveled hair in her 
apartment with the object of getting two boons from Dasaratha which were detrimental to the 
interests of Rama, the favorite of Dasaratha. Indian teacher, philosopher, economist, jurist, 
and royal advisor Chanakya (350–275 BC) famously untied this tuft to display his rage and 
tied it only when the Nanda dynasty of Magadha had been brought to its knees. 

Sannyasa is the life stage of renunciation within the Hindu philosophy of four age-based life 
stages known as Ashramas, with the first three being Brahmacharya (Bachelor student), 
Grihastha (householder), and Vanaprastha (forest dweller, retired). Sannyasa is a form of 
asceticism, that is marked by renunciation of material desires and prejudices, represented by 
a state of disinterest and detachment from material life, and has the purpose of spending 
one's life in peaceful, love-inspired, and simple spiritual life. An individual in Sanyasa is 
known as Sannyasin in Hinduism, which in many ways parallel the Sadhu traditions of Jain 
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monasticism and the monk or nun of Christianity. A Sannyasin shaves his head completely. 
The shaving of the head (Mundana) removes him from all external beauties, and indicates 
that he is no more of the world. He will not have to take care about dressing his hair with 
scented oils, etc., and the time he would have otherwise spent in drying, combing, and 
dressing his hair, he now spends in prayers and meditation. He now dwells in the Self, which 
is Beauty of beauties. 

Hindus practice a variety of rituals from birth to death, that are collectively known as 
Samskaras, meaning “rites of purification.” These are believed to make the body pure and fit 
for worship. In Hindu tradition, the hair from birth is associated with undesirable traits from 
past lives. Thus, on the occasion of the Mundan ceremony, the child is shaven to signify 
freedom from the past and moving into the future. It is also believed that the shaving of the 
hair stimulates the proper growth of the brain and nerves, whereas a tuft at the crown of the 
head, protects the memory. 

A boy's first haircut, usually in his 1st or 3rd year, is known as Choula, and represents yet 
another such Samskara. It is considered an event of great auspiciousness. Conventionally, a 
Hindu girl never has her hair cut after the first haircut, which generally happens at the age of 
11 months. Therefore, the first haircut for the girl is very important because that is the only 
time they do. However, some Hindus practice a tonsure ceremony for girls as well. While 
complete tonsure is common, some Hindus prefer to leave some hair on the head, 
distinguishing this rite from the inauspicious tonsure that occurs on the death of a parent. 
Those who practice complete tonsure generally ritually offer the hair to their family deity. 
Many travel to temples such as the famed Tirumala Venkateswara Temple to perform this 
ritual. 

At the Hindu temple of Tirumala Venkateswara located in Tirupathi on the coastal state of 
Andhra Pradesh in Southern India, every day, thousands of Indian women offer their hair as 
a token to the presiding deity, Lord Venkateswara (a form of Vishnu). At the same time, it is 
starting place and principal provider for an astonishing industry of trade in human hair. There 
are eighteen vast shaving halls, and the crowds are so large that women and girls wait queue 
for up to 5 h. Six hundred and fifty barbers sit in lines on the concrete floor, nimbly tying up 
into ponytails the hair, and shaving the heads of the women seated in front of them with few 
expert sweeps of a razor. The average woman's head yields about 300 g of hair. Baskets 
filled with hair are collected every 6 h and stored in piles in a vast warehouse. The hair, 
strong and healthy, has never been dyed or subjected to anything more abrasive than the 
traditional herbal soaps and coconut oil. 

Mayoor Balsara, CEO of India's largest exporter of human hair, Sona Devi Trading 
Company, says: “For poor rural women, their hair is their only vanity. They have saved up to 
make a once-in-a-lifetime journey. Thousands have made an oath to their gods – they may 
have asked to be blessed with a child or for a good harvest. Should their wish be fulfilled, 
they offer their most precious possession as a sign of gratitude. Offering your hair to the god 
is a symbolic gesture of surrendering one's ego, and a way of giving thanks for your 
blessings.” The hair is transported in fiber sacks by truck to Bangalore. “We buy hair in 
metric tons,” Mr. Balsara explains, “a ton represents 3000 women.” In his factories, the hair 



is washed by hand in giant baths, and then laboriously pulled through long beds of spikes by 
hand to smooth it before being tied into neat bundles of 200 strands each. Finally, the hair is 
packed into cardboard boxes and flown to Nepi, Italy, where the pigment is removed, a 
process that involves soaking of the hair in rows of small white baths for up to 20 days. India 
exports an estimated 2000 tons of hair a year, and ships it around the world. “Temple hair,” 
as it is known, finds its way to hundreds of British salons, where it is sold in the form of real 
hair extensions. Great Lengths International, a leading manufacturer, supplies 1'300 salons in 
Britain alone. The advantage of human hair is obvious: It both looks and feels better than 
synthetic additions. Moreover, the quality of Indian hair is known to be extraordinarily good. 
In comparison, European hair is too thin in diameter for the process, while Chinese hair, is 
too thick and rigid for use with European clients. 
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Hindu Adhyathmikam - About Hinduism, 
Hindu Religion, Festivals, Hindu Pujas 
Hinduism may not be called religion in the sense other religions are known. It has no 
founder. It is much more than a religion. It is a total WAY OF LIFE. 
M a y  2 9 ,  2 0 1 3  

Reason for Tonsure or Shaving Head in Tirumala 
  

 
 
When Lord Sri Venkatesha (MahaVishnu/Balaji) was 
inside the snake-antHill on tirumala, one sacred cow 
is to come and give milk to the Lord daily (Brahma 
deva took the form as sacred cow), When a cow-herd 
man at once saw the sacred-cow pouring milk in the 

snake-antHill, he became angry and without understanding the truth, the Cow-herd 
man took the axe and has hit the cow on the cow’s head with the axe. The Supreme 
Lord Sri Venkatesha(Vishnu) who was present inside the snake-antHill received 
the hurt of the axe on his head from the cow-herd man instead of Cow getting hurt. 
When Lord received the hurt of the Axe on his head, portion of his hair on his head 
disappeared due to hurt by axe. When mother Neela Devi saw Lord being hurt on 
his head, she immediately removed the hair from her head and placed on the 
Lord’s head in the portion where lord was hurt. Immediately Lord became well and 
Lord’s hair reappeared as beautiful as before he was hurt. Lord 
Venkatesha(Vishnu) knowing that hair is one of the beautiful features of 
women, Lord Sri venkatesha promised that his devotees will shave Hair of 
their head (tonsure) and dedicate their hair to her. Neela Devi accepts the hair 
sacrificed by Devotees of Lord Venkatesha(Vishnu) and Lord blesses his 
devotees who sacrifice their hair for the sake of the Lord. This is the reason 
why Devotees tonsure or shave their head in Tirumala(tirupathi).  
  
There are also Spiritual reasons: Tonsure or Shaving hair as offering for Lord 
represents a real sacrifice of material beauty and giving up false-ego in the 
way of shaving their hair as sacrifice to please Supreme Lord.  
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Why do People Tonsure at Tirupati? 
By Rama Krishna 

Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh is one among the most famous religious places in India, where the shrine of 
Vishnu is located. The temple is called as Tirumala Venkateswara Temple and Vishnu takes the avtar of 
Lord Venkateswara. The word Tirupati means the Pati (spouse) of Lakshmi Devi. There are seven sacred 
hills and it is on Venkatadri that the shrine is situated. Govinda, Srinivasa and Balaji are a few names of 
Vishnu. 
According to the reports, Tirupati is visited by numerous devotees (almost 1 lakh) everyday and this 
number increases on special days like Brahmotsavam festival. It is estimated that the temple sees almost 
3 to 4 Crore devotees annually. Worshippers of Lord Vishnu believe that the temple is one of the 108 holy 
places in India. 
 
Mythology 
According to the beliefs of Hindus, when Lord Kubera married Padmavati, he donated money to the 
temple. It is to pay back the debt of Lord Vishnu that devotees still deposit huge amount of money in his 
Hundi (pot). 
 
History 
It was under Vijayanagara emperors' rule that the place and the shrine grew famous. People believe the 
temple received gold and valuable stones from the emperors. Under the rule of Krishnadevaraya, the 
shrine inside the holy sanctuary was plated with gold. Some years after, Raghoji Bhonsle set up the 
administrative system to manage the shrine. 
 
The Seven Hills 
Tirupati has 7 sacred hills known as Saptagiri or Saptarishi. Saptagirinivasa is also a name of Lord 
Vishnu, got from the names of these hills. 
The seven hills are the abode of different Gods worshipped by the Hindus. The names of the seven hills 
are Neeladri - Neela Devi's home, Garudadri - hill of Garuda (vehicle of Lord Vishnu), Narayanadri - the 
hill of Vishnu, Vrushabadri - the abode of Nandi, the vehicle of Shiva, Anjanadri - home of Hanuman and 
Venkatadri - abode of Venkateswara. 
 
Why Cutting Hair at Tirupati is Famous? 
According to the legend, Vishnu lost a small portion of hair after a shepherd hit him. It is after 
observing this that Neela Devi offered her hair to Lord Vishnu. Vishnu promised Neela Devi that 
his worshippers will cut their hair for her good deed as he thought hair is very important to 
women. Thus the hair cutting practice began and worshippers even today cut their hair to the 
goddess. Popular belief is that Neela Devi accepts the hair offered by Venkateswara devotees. 
 
Celebrations 
All festivals of Vishnu is being observed in Tirupati as it has more believers of Vaishnavism. Rama 
Navami, Vaikunta Ekadasi and Janmashtami are celebrated with grandeur by devotees. Devotees also 
celebrate Vasantholsavam and Rathasapthami too. It is in Rathasapthami that Vishnu's idol is taken by 
people in procession. 

About the Author: 
To learn about Hindu pilgrimages like Tirupati and know more about holy Hindu texts such 
as Ramayana , visit Prabhubhakti. 
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When Bhrigu visited Lord Vishnu who was in a private meeting with his 
consort Goddess Lakshmi and failed to immediately receive and honour 
the sage, the sage felt humiliated and angry by this act. Sage Bhrigu 
kicked Lord Vishnu in the chest, to which Vishnu did not react and instead 
apologized to the Sage by massaging his feet. During this act, he squashed 
the extra eye that was present in the sole of Bhrugu's foot. The extra eye 
is believed to represent the sage's false egotism. The sage then realised 
his grave mistake and begged forgiveness from Lord Vishnu. 
 
Vishnu's chest is significant as the abode of Goddess Lakshmi, the Goddess 
felt highly insulted at the sage's misdemeanour and Vishnu's silence at the 
act and left Vishnu heavenly abode (Vaikunta). 
 
After the departure of Mahalakshmi due to Bhirigu rishi, Lord Vishnu left 
Vaikuntha and went to earth in the search of Mahalaxmi. Ultimately his 
quest brought him to the Seshadri hills where he stopped to rest in an 
anthill. Listening about the separation of Vishnu and lakshami, Brahma 
and Shiva got upset and decided to intervene. Thereafter Brahma and 
lord shiva took to form of cow and its calf and went to live at the place of 
a Chola king. The sun god informed to goddess lakshami about the plan of 
Brahma and shiva and requested her to sell the cow and calf to the king 



of the Chola country assuming the form of a cowherdess. 
 
The chola king bought the cow and its calf and sent them to graze in the 
Seshadri hills. On this hill, the cow would secretly visit the anthill where 
Vishnu was living without sustenance. Emptying her milk, the cow would 
then return to the palace. The cowherd was angry because cow never 
yielded any milk to him. To find out the reason behind that, he watched 
movement carefully and his explorations brought him to the anthill. He 
discovered the cow emptying her under over the ant-hill. The cowherd 
got wild over the conduct of the cow, and he aimed a blow with his axe 
on the head of the cow. Because the cow was the actually Brahma, the 
Lord Vishnu rose from the ant-hill to receive a wound in the head, 
resulting in a loss of some hair. 
 
When Lord Balaji was hit by a shepard on his head, a small portion of 
his scalp becomes bald. There is no hair growth over there and this is 
noticed by a Gandharva princess Neela Devi. She feels "such an 
attractive face should not have a flaw". Immediately she cuts a portion 
of her hair and with her magical power she implants it on his scalp. 
Then Lord Balaji notices her sacrifice as hair is the beautiful aspect of 
Female, he promises her that all his devotees who come to his abode 
should render their hair to him and she would be the recipient of all 
that hair received. Hence it is believed that hair offered by the 
devotees is collected by Neela devi. 
 
Thus was born the tradition of offering hair to Lord Balaji at Tirumala. 
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Hair offering at tirupati 
Tirupati Balaji Temple is almost famous for its head shaving, wealth and its laddus. Every day about 
30000 devotees have offered their hair to Lord Venkateswara by thinking that their all troubles will 
disappear along with their hair. 
As per the Vaishavite tradition in tirupati, it is compulsory for the devotees to offer their hair to the lord 
Venkateswara which symbolizes effacing of the ego. Not only for men who partake in this ritual but also 
have children and women of all ages shave their head in Tirupati.The tonsuring facilities are available at 
tirumala hills on cost of Rs. 10/- per head. The barber places at Kalyana Katta, a massive four floor 
building operating round the clock, near the temple. Devotee can take bath after tonsuring at near 
Kalyana Katta. Bathroom facilities are also provided by the TTD trust. After taking a holy dip in the 
Pushkarini tank, devotee can visit the temple for Darshan. There is a very short legend about hair 
offering at tirupati. 
 
Story of Hair Offering at Tirumala-Tirupati  
After the departure of Mahalakshmi due to Bhirigu rishi, Lord Vishnu left Vaikuntha and went to earth in 
the search of Mahalaxmi. Ultimately his quest brought him to the Seshadri hills where he stopped to rest 
in an anthill. Listening about the separation of Vishnu and lakshami, Brahma and Shiva got upset and 
decided to intervene. Thereafter Brahma and lord shiva took to form of cow and its calf and went to live 
at the place of a Chola king. The sun god informed to goddess lakshami about the plan of Brahma and 
shiva and requested her to sell the cow and calf to the king of the Chola country assuming the form of a 
cowherdess. 
 
The chola king bought the cow and its calf and sent them to graze in the Seshadri hills. On this 
hill, the cow would secretly visit the anthill where Vishnu was living without sustenance. Emptying 
her milk, the cow would then return to the palace. The cowherd was angry because cow never 
yielded any milk to him. To find out the reason behind that, he watched movement carefully and 
his explorations brought him to the anthill. He discovered the cow emptying her under over the 
ant-hill. The cowherd got wild over the conduct of the cow, and he aimed a blow with his axe on 
the head of the cow. Because the cow was the actually Brahma, the Lord Vishnu rose from the 
ant-hill to receive a wound in the head, resulting in a loss of some hair. 
When all this happen, there were one witnessed of this matter, named Neeladri, She quickly 
rushed forward to offer her own hair to replace what the Lord had just lost. Thus was born the 
tradition of offering hair to Lord Balaji at Tirumala. 
 
Hair business at tirupati :-  
TTD exports human hair on a lot of quantity to the many countries. There is a high demand for the hair in 
Europe especially long hair of women. The tonsured hair of Men is used to extract a protein called L-
Cystein. This protein is used in a many products, also including eatable products. The hair is also used in 
coat linings and Chinese hair industry mixes it with hair from china to make cheap wigs and hair 
extensions 
Even Hollywood star also used the Indian hair. Because they think that other countries hair has damage 
due to use of various chemicals shampoo to clean and beatify their hair, Whereas Indian peoples use 
natural methods to protect their hair. So that Indian hair is natural, strong, durable and can be colored. It 
is assumed that the final product which made from Indian hair is very costly 



 

Tirumala Tirupathi Devastanam(TTD) 
By: Hari Prasad Doddi On: 2015-01-26 Category: Ancient Temple Views: 2231 

Sri Venkateshwara temple (Tirumal Tirupathi Devastanam) or the Tirupati temple is the richest 
temple in India. It is the most popular and counted among the most visited temples in India. 
The temple is considered one of the eight Sywayambu Kshetras of Vishnu where presiding 
deity is believed to have manifested on its own. 

The Tirumala Hill comprises seven peaks, representing the seven heads of Adisesha, thus 
earning the name Seshachalam. The seven hills, also called Saptagiri, represent the Saptarishi 
(seven sages). Hence the Lord is named Saptagirinivasa. The following are the seven hills: 

    Vrushabhadri: Hill of Nandi, the Vahana of Lord Shiva 

    Anjanadri: Hill of Lord Hanuman. It is said to be birthplace of lord Hanuman. 

    Neeladri: Hill of Neela Devi – It is believed that hair offered by the devotees 
is    accepted by Neela Devi. It is because of boon granted by Lord 
Venkateswara to Neela Devi. 

    Garudadri or Garudachalam: Hill of Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu 

    Seshadri or Seshachalam: Hill of Sesha, the dasa of Lord Vishnu 

    Naraynadri: Hill of Narayana. Srivari Padalu are located here 

    Venkatadri: Hill of Lord Venkateswara 

The temple is on Venkatadri (also known as Venkatachala), the seventh peak, and is also known 
as the "Temple of Seven Hills". The temple lies on the southern banks of Sri Swami Pushkarini, a 
holy water tank. 

The varied names ascribed to the main deity are Balaji, Srinivasa, Venkateswara and 
Venkatachalapathy. The goddess Sri or Lakshmi (Vishnu's consort) resides on the chest of 
Venkateswara, and thus he is also known by the epithet Srinivasa (the one in whom Sri resides). 
Goddess Lakshmi and Goddess Padmavathi reside on his either chests. The deity is considered 
the Kali yuga varada, that is 'the boon-granting Lord of Kali yuga' (the fourth and final age of 



the Hindu cycle of ages). The temple is held in particular reverence by the Vaishnava sect of 
southern India, known as the Sri Vaishnava. 

  

Deity: 

Moolavirat or Dhruva Beram: The main stone deity of Lord Venkateswara is called Dhruva 
Beram (beram means "deity") or Moolavirat. The deity is about 8 feet (2.4 m) from the toes to the 
top of the crown and is considered the main source of energy for the temple. 

Kautuka Beram or Bhoga Srinivasa:  This is a tiny one-foot (0.3 m) silver deity, which was given 
to the temple in 614 AD by Pallava Queen Samavai Perindevi, and has never been removed 
from the temple from the day it was installed. This deity is popularly known as Bhoga 
Srinivasa, because it enjoys all the Bhoga (worldly pleasures) which the Moolavirat has. 

Snapana Beram or Ugra Srinivasa: This idol of the Lord represents the anger part of Lord 
Venkateswara. He remains inside the sanctum sanctorum, and comes out on only one day each 
year: on Kaishika Dwadasi, before the sunrise. Snapana means "cleansing. 

Utsava Beram: This is the form of the Lord which comes out of the temple to see the devotees. 
This deity is also called Malayappa, and its consorts are Sridevi and Bhudevi. These three 
deities were found in a cave called Malayappan Konai in the holy Tirumala Hills. 

Bali Beram or Koluvu Srinivasa: This panchaloha idol resembles the main deity, and represents 
the presiding officer for all activities and rituals in the temple. The idol is also called Bali Beram. 
Koluvu Srinivasa is regarded as the guardian deity of the temple that presides over its financial 
and economic affairs. Daily offerings are made to the deity, with a presentation of accounts. 

Events & Festivals: 

Tirumala Tirupathi celebrates most Vaishnava festivals, including Vaikuntha Ekadasi, Rama 
Navami, and Janmashtami with great splendor, while the Brahmotsavam celebrated every year 
during September is the most important festival in Tirumala. The temple receives millions of 
devotees over the short span of a week. Other major festivals include Vasanthotsavam (spring 
festival), conducted in March–April, and Rathasapthami (Magha Shuddha Saptami), celebrated 
in February, when Lord Venkateswara's deity is taken on procession around the temple 
chariots. 

Prasadam 

The world famous Tirupati Laddu is given at Tirumala Temple as prasadam. Many other 
prasadams are also available including daddojanam (curd rice), pulioharey (tamarind rice), 
vada and chakkera-pongali (sweet pongal), miryala-pongali, Appam, Paayasam, Jilebi, Muruku, 



Dosa, seera (kesari). Free meals are given daily to the pilgrims. On Thursdays, the Tirupavadai 
seva is conducted, where food items are kept as naivedyam to Lord Srinivasa. 

  

Other Information: 
Hair Tonsuring: 

Many devotees have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an offering to God.  The story 
behind this offering is: 

When Lord Balaji was hit on his head by a shepherd, a small portion of his scalp 
became bald. This was noticed by Neela Devi, a Gandharva princess. She felt "such an 
attractive face should not have a flaw". Immediately, she cut a portion of her hair and, 
with her magical power, implanted it on his scalp. Lord Balaji noticed her sacrifice. As 
hair is a beautiful asset of the female form, he promised her that all his devotees who 
come to his abode would offer their hair to him, and she would be the recipient of all the 
hair received. Hence, it is believed that hair offered by the devotees is accepted by Neela 
Devi. The hill, Neeladri, one of the seven hills, is named after her. 

Hundi (donation pot): 

It is believed that Srinivasa had to make arrangements for his wedding. Lord Kubera 
credited money to the god Venkateswara (a form of the god Vishnu) for his marriage 
with Padmavati. Srinivasa sought a loan of one crore and 11.4 million (11,400,000) 
coins of gold from Kubera and had Viswakarma, the divine architect, create heavenly 
surroundings in the Seshadri hills. Together, Srinivasa and Padmavathy lived for all 
eternity while Goddess Lakshmi, understanding the commitments of Lord Vishnu, chose 
to live in his heart forever.[citation needed] In remembrance of this, devotees go to 
Tirupati to donate money in Venkateswara's hundi (donation pot) so that he can pay it 
back to Kubera. 

  

Timings: 
Seva Details Timings 

Suprabhatam 3:00 - 3:30 
Suddhi 3:30 - 3:45 
Tomala Seva 3:45 - 4:30 
Koluvu & Panchanga Sravanam 4:30 - 4:45 
First Archana Sahasranama Archana 4:45 - 5:30 
Archanantara Darsanam 5:30 - 6:30 
First Bell, Bali and Sattumura 6:30 - 7:00 
Suddhi, Second Archana (Ekantam), Second Bell, etc. 7:00 - 7:30 



Sarvadarsanam 7:30 - 19:00 
Kalyanotsavam, Brahmotsavam, Vasanthotsavam, Unjal Seva 12:00 - 17:00 
Sahasra Deepalankarana Seva 17:30 - 18:30 
Suddhi, Night Kainkaryams (Ekantam) and Night Bell 19:00 - 20:00 
Sarvadarsanam 20:00 - 1:00 
Suddhi and preparations for Ekanta Seva 1:00 - 1:30 
Ekanta Seva 1:30 
  

Weekly Special Seva Timings: 

·         Monday: Vishesha Puja -- 7:30 - 9:00 AM 

·         Tuesday: Ashtadala Pada Padmaradhana -- 6:30 - 7:30 AM 

·         Wednesday: Sahasrakalasa Abhishekam -- 6:30 - 8:30 AM 

·         Thursday: Tiruppavada -- 6:30 - 8:00 AM and Poolangi Alankaram -- 9:00 PM - 
10:00 PM 

·         Friday: Abhishekam -- 4:30 - 6:00 AM 

Nearby Places: 

·         Srikalahasti Temple 

·         Srinivasa Mangapuram 

·         Sri Padmavati Devi Alayam (Alamelu Mangapuram) 

·         Sri Govinda Raja Swami Temple 

·         Sri Kodanda Rama Swami Temple 

·         Sri Kapileswara Swami Temple 

·         Sri Kalyana Venkateswara Swami Temple 

 Location: 

City           : Tirumala 

Dist.          : Chittor 

State         : Andhra Pradesh 

Country   : India 

PIN           : 517 501 

Note: If you have any complaints/concerns with regards to the content in this post, please write 
to admin@infotemples.com 

mailto:admin@infotemples.com


 
 

CALL OUR TRAVEL EXPERT 

+91 11 4242 3100 
ENQUIRE NOW 

A Guide to The Richest Temple of India – 
Tirupati Balaji Temple 
 4th December 2017 

Devoted to Sri Venkateswara, Tirumala Tirupati Temple is recognized as the second most visited 
shrine in the world and one of the top temples in South India. Nearly 50,000 to 100,000 pilgrims visit 
here daily. Further, the count reaches as high as up to 500,000 during festivals and on special 
occasions. 
A stunning example of Dravidian architecture, this temple stands high on the Ventaka or 
Venkatachala Hill in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh. Dwelling on the seventh peak of Tirupati 
Hill, Sri Venkateswara is also called as the ‘Lord of the Seven Hills’. 

Abiding by the rituals of Hinduism, the Tirupati Balaji temple follows the philosophy of love, equality 
and prohibits sacrificial offerings of animals. The donations given by the devotees and the wealth 
make it one of the richest temples in the world. 

The temple houses Tarigonda Vengamamba Annaprasadam complex which offers free meals to 
pilgrims, and two modern Queue complex buildings for organizing the rush. Various pilgrim lodging 
sites and hair tonsure buildings can also be spotted within the premises. 

The temple is one of the eight Vishnu Swayambhu Kshetras and the last earthly Divya Desam. Thus, 
it becomes more important to pay homage to Lord Vishnu here and seek blessings from him. 

 
History of Tirupati Balaji Temple 
 

Tirumala Temple in south India has a rich historical legacy associated with it. The rein of the temple 
has been transferred from one hand to another. Various dynasties and rulers have presided over the 
shrine. The sequential order being that of the Pallavas, Cholas, Vijaynagar Pradhans, Golcondas, 
French, Nawab of Carnatic, East India Company, Mahants of Hathiramji Muth, TTD and AP State 
Endowments Dept. 

The first noted donation was made in 966 CE by Samavai, queen of the Pallava dynasty. She 
donated numerous jewels and two parcel of lands to be used as revenue generating resources for 
celebration of festivals. However, the temple became rich during the Vijayanagara Realm. The roof 
of the Ananda Nilayam was gilded because of the offerings presented by the Krishnadevaraya in the 
form of jewels and gold. 

Under the rule of East India Company in 19th century, the Balaji Temple was leased for auction to a 
tenant. The tenant was ordered to pay a fixed price to the Company by charging fees and collecting 
taxes for Sevas in Temple. The walls of the temple depict the tales of endowments and patronage of 
the dynasties which ruled it. 
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Why is Tirumala Temple so famous? 
 

The significance and heavenly atmosphere of Tirumala Temple enchant millions of devotees from far 
and near. It is a common belief that Lord Sri Venkateswara appeared here to protect human beings 
from the problems of ‘Kalyug’. Thus, the shrine got another name as the Kaliyuga Vaikuntham and 
the God is known as Kaliyuga Prathyaksha Daivam. 

It is suggested in various ancient scriptures that worshiping Sri Venkateswara is the ultimate way to 
get moksha, in Kalyug. The Rig Veda and Asthadasa Puranas strongly recommend visiting Tirupati 
Temple. 

 

Legend associated with the Temple 
 
According to a legend, Goddess Lakshmi felt insulted by Brigu Rishi who kicked Lord Vishnu 
on his chest. After this she had a fight with the God and left her heavenly abode, the 
Vaikunta. Due to this she landed on Earth and settled here. In search of his beloved, Lord 
Vishnu also came to earth and was named as Srinivasa. After all his efforts went in vain, he 
decided to dwell at Tirumala hills and continue his search. Meanwhile, he met the beautiful 
daughter of the King of the seven hills in Tirumala, Padmavati. Upon falling in love, they 
decided to settle into wedlock. 
A huge price was demanded by the king. Thus, Lord Vishnu took a loan of one crore and 11.4 
million gold coins from Kubera. He agreed but imposed a condition that Vishnu can’t go back 
to Vaikuntha without paying off the debt. To this, God Vishnu agreed and married 
Padmavathi. Knowing about the marriage, Lakshmi came to question him. But he soon 
transformed into an idol upon confronting the Goddess. 

Since then, Lord Vishnu is staying at Balaji Temple until the debts are paid. Brahma and 
Shiva, the Hindu Gods, explained Lakshmi that it was the Lord’s desire to be here to help 
human beings from everlasting troubles of Kalyug. 

Goddess Lakshmi and Padamavathi also decided to stay with him here. Thus, devotees offer 
numerous precious things and huge amount of money in donation, to help their lord to pay 
off the debts. 

 

Practices in the Temple 

 
Hair Tonsuring 
Many people including ladies shave their heads and donate hair as an offering to the Lord. It 
is known as ‘Mokku’. More than a ton of hair is collected daily. These are then auctioned and 
generate an income for the temple. 

Thulabaram 
Usually performed with newborns, it is another form of donation. The baby or the person is made to 
sit on one side of the weighing scale and another part is filled with gold coins, tulsi leaves, sugar, 
jaggery etc. Once both the pans are balanced, the things on the other pan are donated to the temple 
by the person. 

 



 
 

Tirumala Venkateswara Temple 
admin       June 14, 2013      Indian Temples     No Comment 

Location: The Hindu temple of seven hills-  ‘Tirumala Venkateswara Temple’ is situated at the hills 
of Tirumala, near Tirupati in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh which is around 600 km away from 
Hyderabad, 138 Km away from Chennai and 291 km away from Bangalore. 
Proper name of the shrine: Sri Venkateswara Swamy Vaari Temple (a form of Hindu deity called lord 
Vishnu) 
The sacred water-tank nearby: Sri Swamy Pushkarini 
Etymology: 
§ ‘Tiru’ (sacred) + ‘Mala’ (a range of mountain/ hill) = Tirumala (a range of sacred 

mountains/hills). 
§ In Sanskrit language, ‘Vem’ (all sinful links) + ‘Kata’ (chop off 1 part out the whole) + 

‘Eswara’(almighty/the God).  
Prime Deity: Lord Venkateswara 
Historical era of its foundation: 300 BC (estimated) 
Evident Scriptures:  Rig Veda & Asthadasa Purana 
Pious occasion to visit the temple: The religious hub where around 50,000 to 100,000 pilgrims 
congregate every year to witness the grace of the deities on the following sacred occasions: 
History of the Shrine: 
§ Medieval: The history of this famous shrine dates back to 1,500 years ago during the reign 

of Pallavas. 
§ Contribution of Pallava dynasty:  The 18” silver sculpture of Bhoga Srinivasa Murthy was 

donated by Pallava Queen Samavai in 7th century. 
§ Vijayanagara’s imperialist: The coronation ceremony used to be held in ‘Tirupati’ & most 

of the shrine’s assets were gathered during the reign of this dynasty. 
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§ King ‘Krishnadevaraya’ of 1517 donated as much jewels and gold as the roof of inner 
sanctum (Vimana) was coated with gold leaf to the temple. 

§ Raghoji Bhonsle (the Maratha General) deployed permanent administration for 
conducting the temple’s administration in a better way. 

§ The king of Mysore & Gadwal also bestowed precious gift in the temple. 
§ Daily religious rites & rituals used to be performed by the Pallavas of Kanchipuram 

(9th century AD), Cholas of Tanjore (10th century) & Pradhans of Vijayanagara (14th & 
15th century).   

§ Ranga Mandapam of the temple was the only refuge to the deity of Srirangam, i.e. 
Ranganatha Swamy, during the invasion of Malik kafur in 1310-11. 

§ Modern: 
§ Administrating authority of the temple: Seva Dossji of the Hathiramji Mutt at 

Tirumala as Vicaranakarta till 1 century in 1843 under the Madras presidency. 
§ Descendent administrating authority of the temple: Consequent to passing of TTD 

Act in 1932,  Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)  took charge of its administration. 
§ After shattering the bondage of Britishers, the administration of Tirumala temple was 

delivered to Andhra Government due to having majority of Telugu speakers. TTD is 
regulated by Board of trustees under the directionof a designated executive officer 
appointed by the state government of Andhra. 

Source of Income: Donations. 
Songs & hymns: 
§ The renowned and proficient Telugu composer namely Tallapaka Annamacharya has 32,000 

Telugu songs added to his name from which only 12,000 are available now. 
§ Purandarsdasa is another composer who compiled composition of thousands of songs for 

admiring the deity Venkateswara among which ‘Daasana Maadiko Enna’, ‘Nambide Ninna 
Paadava Venkataramana’ are notable compositions. 

§ Ramabhakta & Sri Tyagaraja have approximately 4,000 compilations of volumes among which 
‘Tera Teeyagarada’, ‘Venkatesa! Ninnu Sevimpanu is the keertan which are worthy to be 
recorded in the reminiscent. 

Description of the temple: 
§ Vimanam: It is towering monument having arched gold leafed dome as roof. 
§ Garbha Gruha: The enshrined deity ‘Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana’ is gilded with copper plating 

holding a golden vase of 13th century in Garbha Gruha. 
§  The self manifested exquisite idol ‘Mulaberam’ is adorned with gold (regularly) & diamond (on 

special occasion) crown with studded emerald in front. The thick double anoints on his forehead 
screens his eyes. Bending left hand in akimbo, the idol in yellow attire wearing gold belt, gold 
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string and holding a gold bell looks splendid divine beauty. This magnificent idol has 
‘yagyopavita’ (sacred thread) on whose right chest Sri Laksmi Devi & on his left Sri Padmavati 
Devi are carved. Covering his feet with gold flames, gold anklets are looking embellishing there.   

§ Bangaru Vakili: It is the golden entrance that routes to inner sanctum sanctorum 
from Tirumamani Mandapam. The two divine guards (dwarpalaks) namely Jaya & Vijaya, 
sculpted images of copper, resemble as the path –shower to lead ahead in the temple. The silver 
corridor with the Padi Kavali and the Vendi Vakili shows Snapana Mandapam where 
Suprabhatam (greeting song) is sung for welcoming the pilgrims. 

§ Deities in the temple: 
§ Moolavirat or Dhruva Beram 
§ Kautuka Beram or Bhoga Srinivasa  
§ Snapana Beram or Ugra Srinivasa  

§ Utsava Beram  
§ Bali Beram or Koluvu Srinivasa  

Temple rituals: 
§ Prasadam: The prasadam comprises daddojanam (curd rice), pulihora (tamarind rice), vada and 

chakkera-pongali (sweet pongal), miryala-pongali, Appam, Paayasam, Jilebi, Muruku, Dosa, 
seera (kesari) including free meals and on every Thrusday, Naivedyam is served to lord Srinivas. 

 
§ Hair tonsuring:  The peculiar custom of hair tonsuring is followed on the basis of an ardent 

belief of getting longer and beautiful hair as per myth which goes that on getting a hit of a 

shepherd’s stick, a part of the head of Lord Vishnu became bald. On witnessing lord’s bald 

segment, a Gandharva princess Neela Devi immediately cut down her hair and transplanted 

on his head. Pleased lord Vishnu blessed her boon that the hair offered at this pilgrimage 

would be received by her. Hence, the name of the hill Neelambri was coined. 

              Nearly a ton of hair is tonsured every day here. 

§ Hundi : As per Hindu mythology, lord Kubera lent money to Lord Vishnu 

for making matrimonial arrangement of Srinivas  with Padmavati. The loan of 1 crore & 14 

lakhs was sanctioned to him in the form of gold coins. Vishwakarma, the architect of this 

entire earth, generated a paradise in Sheshadri hills.  Understanding his commitment, goddess 

Lakshmi decided to live in his heart forever. Thus, devotees donate gold coins there just to 

contribute their part in the generous service of lord Vishnu 
 

Balaji Temple, Temples in Andhra Pradesh, Tirumala Venkateswara, Tirumala Venkateswara 
Temple, Tirupati Balaji 
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Srivilliputtu Divya Desam           Kapu Naidu                            

Tirumala Venkateswara Temple 
February 25, 2011 

naiduconnect Temples andhra, hindu, temple, tirumala, tirupathi, vishnu  
 
Tirumala Venkateswara Temple is a famous Hindu temple of Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord 
Venkateswara located in the hill town Tirumala, near Tirupati in the Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh, India. It 
is located 580 kilometres (360 mi) south of state capital, Hyderabad, about 200 kilometres from Bangalore, 
about 120 kilometres from Vellore, Tamilnadu, and 157 kilometres (98 mi) North West of Chennai. The temple 
is situated on Venkatadri, one of the seven hills of Tirumala, and hence is also known as the Temple of Seven 
Hills. The presiding deity of the temple, Lord Venkateswara, is also known by other names – Balaji, 
Vishnu, Govinda and Srinivasa. 
The temple is reportedly the richest and the most visited place of worship in the world. The temple is visited by 
about 50,000 to 100,000 pilgrims daily (3 to 4 Crore people annually on an average), while on special 
occasions and festivals, like the annual Brahmotsavam, the number of pilgrims shoots up to 500,000, making it 
the most visited holy place in the world. 

According to legend, the temple has a murti (deity) of Lord Venkateswara, believed to have resided there for 
the entire Kali Yuga. In Sri Vaishnava tradition, the temple is considered one of the 108 Divya Desams. 

Thondaiman, ruler of the Thondaimandalam (present day Kanchipuram) is believed to have first built the 
temple after visualizing Lord Vishnu in a dream. 

“Tiru” or “Thiru” in Tamil language means “Shree” or Shri”. The original name of Tirupati was “Thiruvengadam” 
in Tamil language. The inscriptions mentioned in the stones of the temple are of Tamil letters. 

Discovery of the Venkateswara deity is described as an act of divine providence: There was a huge anthill 
at Tirupati, and one day a local farmer heard a voice from the heavens asking him to feed the ants. By chance 
the local king heard the voice and began supplying milk for the ants himself. His compassion resulted in the 
liquid uncovering the magnificent idol of Venkateswara hidden within the anthill. 

Srivaishnavite tradition opines that the Rig Veda verse X.155.1 makes an indirect reference to the temple. One 
such translation goes as: 

“The person, devoid of wealth and vision, is implored to go to the hill which burns up all evil (vikata for Venkata) 
and drives away all obstacles to peace and prosperity. The call of the rishi Sirimbitha has obviously not gone in 
vain.” 

Thondaiman, ruler of Thondaimandalam in the ancient Tamilnadu (present day Kanchipuram and the 
surroundings), is believed to have first built the temple after visualizing Lord Vishnu in his dream. He built 
the Gopuram and the Prakhara, and arranged for regular prayers to be conducted in the temple. Later on, 
the Chola dynasty vastly improved the temple and gave rich endowments. To date, the 
various Tamil Grantha scripts are still seen inscribed upon the temple prakara walls. The Sangam 
literature of Tamil such as that of Silapadikaram and Satanar Manimekalai, dated between 500BC and 300AD, 
mentions Thiruvengadam (now named Tirupati) by the appellation “Nediyon Kunram” as the northernmost 
frontier of the Tamil kingdoms. In fact, a fairly detailed description of the deity is given in lines 41 to 51 of Book 
11 of the Silapadikaram. Again, the appellation “Nediyon” for the deity occurs in the following verses: 
“High on Vengadam’s towering crest, with flowing streams in flood, Betwixt the effulgent glory, of shining Sun 
and Moon, Like unto a blue cloud in lightning dress. In all the brilliance of rainbow dight, The Red-eyed great 
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One, majestic stands In dress of flowery brilliance with garland bright, One lotus hand with fearsome disc 
adorned, and milk white conch (the other held).” 
Puranic literature which was composed roughly around the post-Mauryan and early-Gupta era also 
mentions Tirupati as the Aadhi Varaha Kshetra. The Puranas associate the site with Lord Varaha, a 
Dashavatara of Lord Vishnu. The Varaha shrine holds great importance in Tirupati and is said to be older than 
the main sanctum of Venkateswara. There is also the Ranga Mandapam, which is to the left side of the temple 
as one enters. This is where the main deity, Sri Ranganatha Swamy of Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple (Trichy), 
was protected for a period of almost 60 years during attacks by Malik Kapur in the 14th century. 

History: 

Lord Kubera credited money to the GOD Venkateshwara (a form of the god Vishnu) for his marriage 
with Padmavati. In remembrance of this, the reason devotees go to Tirupati to donate money in 
Venkateshwara’s Hundi (“Donation pot”), is so that he can pay it back to Kubera. 
  

Medieval history 
It was under the regime of the Vijayanagara emperors that the temple attained the majority of its current 
wealth and size, with the donation diamonds and gold. The coronation ceremonies of the emperors were also 
held at Tirupati. In 1517, Krishnadevaraya, on one of his many visits to the temple, donated gold and jewels, 
enabling the Vimana (inner shrine) roofing to be gilded. The Maratha general Raghoji Bhonsle visited the 
temple and set up a permanent administration for the conduct of worship in the temple. Among the later rulers 
who endowed large benefactions were the rulers of Mysore and Gadwal. 
In 1843, with the coming of the East-India Company, the administration of the Sri Venkateswara Temple and a 
number of shrines was entrusted to Seva Dossji of the Hathiramji Mutt at Tirumala as Vicaranakarta for nearly 
a century until 1932, when Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) was established as a result of the TTD Act, 
1932. 

Modern history 
TTD is operated by a Board of Trustees and has increased in size through adoption of various Acts from five 
(1951) to fifteen (1987). The daily operation and management of TTD is the responsibility of an Executive 
Officer (EO) who is appointed by the government of Andhra Pradesh. 
The temple attracts approximately 75,000 pilgrims every day. The popularity of the temple can be judged by its 
annual budget, estimated at Rs 10 billion in 2008, mostly from donations. Devotees give donations which runs 
into the millions. TTD, the organisation running the welfare of the temple, runs various charitable trusts whose 
funds are derived from the budget and donations from the devotees and also this was built in the Pandya 
dynasty. 

Location of main shrine: 
Venkateshwara’s abode is in the Venkatadri hills near Tirupati. Thus, the main temple of Venkateswara is the 
Tirumala Venkateswara Temple. The Tirumala temple is believed to be the richest temple in the world. The 
temple is located in Andhra Pradesh (southern India) in Chittoor district. It is around 500 km (310 mi) 
from Hyderabad, 150 km (93 mi) away from Chennai and 250 km (160 mi) away from Bangalore. 

The Tirumala Hill is 3,200 feet (980 m) above sea level, and is about 10.33 square miles (27 km2) in area. It 
comprises seven peaks, representing the seven hoods of Adisesha, thus earning the name, Seshachalam. The 
seven peaks are called Seshadri, Neeladri, Garudadri, Anjanadri, Vrushabadri, Narayanadri and Venkatadri. 
The sacred temple of Sri Venkateswara is located on the seventh peak, Venkatadri (Venkata Hill), and lies on 
the southern banks of Sri Swami Pushkarini. The temple complex comprises a smaller traditional temple 
building along with a number of modern queue and pilgrim lodging sites. There are several legends associated 
with the manifestation of the Lord in Tirumala. 
The varied names ascribed to the main deity are Balaji, Srinivasa, Venkateswaraand Venkatachalapathy. The 
goddess Sri or Lakshmi (Vishnu’s consort) resides on the chest of Venkateswara, and thus he is also known by 
the epithet Srinivasa (the one in whom Sri resides). Goddess Lakshmi and Goddess Padmavathi reside on his 
either chests. The deity is considered the Kali yuga varada, that is ‘the boon-granting Lord of Kali yuga’ (the 
fourth and final age of the Hindu cycle of ages). The temple is held in particular reverence by the Vaishnava 
sect of southern India, known as the Sri Vaishnava. 

https://naiduconnect.wordpress.com/2011/02/25/tirumala-venkateswara-temple/
https://naiduconnect.wordpress.com/2011/02/25/tirumala-venkateswara-temple/
https://naiduconnect.wordpress.com/2011/02/25/tirumala-venkateswara-temple/


For worshippers, the deity Venkateswara symbolises goodness. When people travel to Tirupati, they chant 
“Yedu Kondala Vada Venkataramana Govinda Govindaa” (in Telugu). 

With His conch, He creates the cosmic sound from which the creation has manifested. And with His disc, He 
destroys ignorance and ego in the beings, thus liberating them. Lord Venkateswara is believed by followers to 
be a very merciful deity form of Vishnu, being the fulfiller of every wish made to him by the devotees. 

The Holy mantra chanted is Om Namo Venkateshaya. “The Venkateswara Suprabhatam”, the morning recital 
of prayers and songs of awakening, is written by Prativadi Bhayankaram Annan of Kanchipuram and sung by 
famous singer M.S.subbulakshmi. Several composers composed beautiful kirtanas about Lord Venkateswara, 
the most notable amongst them being Tyagaraja and Annamacharya, who composed mostly in 
Telugu. Annamacharya or Annamayya is a legendary devotee of Lord Venkateswara and composed songs 
almost exclusively about the deity. 

Prasadam 

Laddu is the world famous prasadam given at Tirumala Temple. Recently the Trust has taken copy right of 
Laddu prasaddam, hence, no one can prepare the same Laddu. Many other delicious prasadams are also 
available including daddojanam (curd rice), pulihora(tamarind rice), vada and chakkera-pongali (sweet pongal). 
Free meals are given daily to the pilgrims, and on Thursdays, the Tirupavadai seva occurs, where food items 
are kept for naivedyam to Lord Srinivasa. 

Hair tonsuring 
Many devotees also have their head tonsured as an offer. The daily amount of hair collected is over a 
ton. The hair thus gathered is sold by the temple organization a few times a year by public auction to 
international buyers for use as hair extensions and in cosmetics, bringing over $6 million to the 
temple’s treasury.] As per puranas hair given by devotees is to cover up the lost hair (it is a very small 
portion) of lord Venkateswara swamy. 
  

The Seven Hills: 
The seven hill represent the Saptarishi. They sometimes called the Sapathagiri. Hence the Lord is named 
Saptagirinivasa. Following are the seven hills: 

· Vrushabadri (Hill of Nandi, the vahana of Lord Shiva) 
· Anjanadri (Hill of Lord Hanuman) 
· Neeladri (Hill of Neela Devi) – When Lord Balaji was hit by a shepard on his head, a small portion of 

his scalp becomes bald. There is no hair growth over there and this is noticed by a Gandharva 
princess Neela Devi. She feels “such an attractive face should not have a flaw”. Immediately she 
cuts a portion of her hair and with her magical power she implants it on his scalp. Then Lord Balaji 
notices her sacrifice as hair is the beautiful aspect of female, he promises her that all his devotees 
who come to his abode should render their hair to him and she would be the recipient of all that 
hair received. Hence it is believed that hair offered by the devotees is accepted by Neela devi. 

· Garudadri (Hill of Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu) 
· Seshadri (Hill of Sesha, the dasa of Lord Vishnu) 
· Naraynadri (Hill of Narayana (Vishnu)) 
· Venkatadri (Hill of Lord Venkateswara) 
Sri Venkatesa Suprabhatam, the range of 7 hills are known that Seshalam, Garudachalam, Venkatadri, 
Narayanadri, Vrishabhadri, Anjanadri, Neeladri and represents the great serpent bed. 

  

 
 



 

 

Tirumala Venkateswara Temple is built on the Venkatadri hill, one of the seven hills of 
Tirumala, and hence is also known as the Temple of Seven Hills. It is a famous Hindu Temple of 
Lord Venkateswara located in the hill town Tirumala of Andhra Pradesh in Chittoor district. 
Lord Venkateswara is also known by names Balaji or Srinivasa. The temple is the richest and the 
most visited place of worship in the world. It is said that this temple has a self-manifested idol of 
Lord Vishnu, who resided here for the entire Kali Yuga. The seven peaks of tirumala are called 
Seshadri, Neeladri, Garudadri, Anjanadri, Vrushabadri, Narayanadri and Venkatadri. The sacred 
temple of Sri Venkateswara is located on the seventh peak, Venkatadri. According to history, 
several rishis performed a holy sacrifice but could not decide whom to dedicate the fruit of 
their yoga. Bhrigu one of the rishis took the task to himself and went to test Lord Brahma, Lord 
Vishnu and Lord Shiva. When he attended satyalokam Lord Brahma was found busy chanting 
the Vedas with one face, uttering the name of Narayana with another and looking at Goddess 
Saraswati with the third. As Brahma did not took the notice of his arrival, lack of courtesy bhrigu 
left Satyalokam in a huff. After that when he went to Kailasam he found Lord Siva absorbed in 
sporting with his consort Parvathi Devi taking no notice of his visit. so he left kailasam. Finally, 
Bhrigu went to Vaikuntam, the abode of Lord Vishnu and found Vishnu and Sri Maha Lakshmi 
reclining on Adisesha unmindful of his arrival. Disgusted over this, Bhrigu, known for his 
intemperate nature, kicked Lord Vishnu on the chest, where Sri Maha Lakshmi was reclining. 
Vishnu immediately got up, massaged rishi's foot and enquired if his foot was injured when he 
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kicked on his hard chest. Taken aback over Vishnu’s attention and cool composure, Bhrigu 
returned to the rishis and advised them to dedicate the fruit of their sacrifice to Vishnu, as he 
deserved it best, among the divine Trinity. 
But, Sri Maha Lakshmi was furious over Bhrigu for kicking the holy spot and her favourite 
abode the bosom of the Lord. She left Vishnu and stayed at Karavirapura to commence 
a deep penance. Unable to bear Sri Maha Lakshmi’s departure, Vishnu left Vaikuntam in search 
of her and wandered across the forests and hills. Over not finding his consert Vishnu took an ant-
hill on Venkatadri under a tamarind tree as his dwelling place. Lord Vishnu reincarnated as 
Srinivasa as the son of an Vakula Devi who was Yasoda in her previous birth. In mean time 
Princess Padmavati grew up into an beautiful maiden. Once when lord srinivasa hunting an wild 
elephant in the forest it led him into a garden of Princess Padmavati. The sight of the elephant 
frightened the Princess. When Lord Srinivasa appeared in front of the Elephant, it immediately 
saluted the Lord and disappeared into the forest. Lord Srinivasa noticed princess Padmavathi and 
enquired about her from her maids. Lord srinivasa told Vakula Devi about his love for 
Padmavathi. Vakula devi approached Akasa Raja with the marriage proposal for Lord Srinivasa 
and Padmavathi. In order to have a divine wedding Lord srinivasa took a huge loan from Kubera, 
the god of wealth. In about six months after this divine marriage, Goddess Maha Lakshmi who 
left the lord came to know that her husband married again and came to see him in disbelief. 
When both of them encountered him about the marriage the lord turned himself into an granite 
statue. Goddesses Lakshmi and Padmavathi also turn themselves into stone idols expressing their 
wish to be with their Lord eternally. Goddess Lakshmi stayed with him on the left side of his 
chest while Goddess Padmavati rested on the right side of his chest. 
When Lord Balaji was hit by a shepard on his head, a small portion of his scalp 
becomes bald. when it is noticed by a Gandharva princess Neela Devi she feels "such an 
attractive face should not have a flaw". Immediately cuts a portion of her hair 
and implants it on his scalp. Then Lord Balaji notices her sacrifice as hair is the beautiful 
aspect of Female, he promises her that all his devotees who come to his abode should 
render their hair to him and she would be the recipient of all that hair received. Hence it is 
believed that hair offered by the devotees is collected by Neela devi. 
Sri Varahaswami temple is located in the North West corner of the temple, as he offered the land 
lord balaji mad a deal that the first offering of his devotees go to him. The "Vimanam" Roof with 
Shining Golden Exterior of the Inner Temple that houses The Main Presiding Deity is named 
"Vimanam" in any Hindu temple. In the Tirumala temple, it holds a very special place as the 
"Ananda Nilayam" with its imposing view, magnificence, and readily recognizable identity to 
any devotee familiar with the temple and its fame. Annamacharya or Annamayya is a legendary 
devotee of Lord Venkateswara and composed songs almost exclusively about Lord Balaji. The 
town celebrates most Vaishnava festivals including Vaikunta Ekadasi, Rama Navami and 
Janmashtami with great splendor, while the Brahmotsavam celebrated every year during 
September is the most important festivals in Tirumala, when it receives millions of devotees over 
a short span of a week.  
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The mystic Tirupati Balaji Temple 
Sadhaka June 7, 2017 The mystic Tirupati Balaji Temple2017-06-07T17:00:58+00:00No Comment 

Tirumala Venkateshwar or Tirupati Balaji Temple is located in the hills of Andhra Pradesh. One of the 

richest and ancient temples has many stories associated with it. Let us have a look at the mystic stories of 

Shri Tirupati Balaji temple here. 

It is said that the hair on the main idol’s head is their real hair. This hair remains soft and silky and 

never gets tangled. It is said that once a shepherd attacked Balaji. Due to the attack some of his hair 

got broken and fell down. At that time a Gandharva princess Neela Devi cut her hair and offered 

them To Tirupati Balaji. Seeing this Balaji blessed Neela Devi by saying that whoever cuts his hair 

and offers them to him unknowingly will be donating them to Neela Devi. 

The back portion of the Balaji idol always stays wet. If you listen carefully you can very clearly hear the 

sound of the sea. The temperature of the Tirupati Balaji idol is always 110 Fahrenheit. This despite 

the fact that the temple is on a height and it is always very cold there. At 04:30 in the morning the 

Abhishek is done after which sweat forms on the Idol. Later these drops are cleaned by a cloth. On 

Thursdays when his clothes are taken down for a change they are found to be very warm. 

On the right side of the temple, there is a door near which a stick is kept. It is said that this stick was used 

to punish Balaji whenever he did anything wrong. Once such time when he was being punished he got 

accidentally hit on his chin. Ever since there has been a tradition of applying a little bit of sandalwood on 

his chin as well. 

Just like we do not look back after we light the pyre of a person the flowers which had been donated to 

Tirupati Balaji are thrown at the back of the temple. These flowers then float down to a place known as 

Verpedu. This place is 20 Kilometres far from Tirumala. A priest seeing these flowers is considered to be 

bad omen hence the tradition. 
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Just 23 kilometers far from Tirupati there is a village. The residents of this village follow strict traditions. 

No one else apart from the residents can enter this village. It is believed that this village provides all the 

flowers, ghee, butter and milk for the temple. 

There is a material known as Kaccha Kapooram that is put on the Tirupati Balaji idol. In reality, if we put 

this material on any stone or granite then it would break into pieces. However it is used on Balaji idol 

every day and still, the stone of the idol remains unaffected. 

Around the year 1800, this temple was closed for 12 years. During that time a king punished 12 people 

here. He killed them and hung their bodies in the temple complex. It is said that at that very time Balaji 

Venakateshwar appeared and gave the king punishment for his actions. 

The entrance of Tirumala hills is shaped like the mouth of a snake. It is believed that the height of this 

door is the same as the height of the idol. Vishnu had kept his first step at the highest point of Tirumala 

hills i.e. Padalu. His next step was at this door and the third at the place where the idol is located. 

 

If you see the Tirupati Balaji idol you will feel it is located in the center of the Garba Gudi. In reality, 

though the idol is standing at the right-hand corner of the Garba gudi. There are many lamps lit in front of 

the idol. They have been burning from thousands of years and till now none of them have been put off. 

Balaji, Tirumala, Tirupati Balaji, vishnu, Vishnu Temple 
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TIRUMALA HILLS & ITS HISTORY: 

Tirumala is located about 3,200 feet above the sea level. It is surrounded by seven hills as 
given below: They are the seven peaks of Seshachalam range. The main temple of 
Venkateshwara (on Tirumala) is the seventh peak. 

 

THE SEVEN HILLS OF TIRUMALA ARE: 

1) Vrushabadri, Hill of Nandi, the vahana of Lord Shiva 
2) Anjanadri,Hill of Lord Hanuman 
3) Neeladri, Hill of Neela Devi 
4) Garudadri, Hill of Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu 
5) Seshadri,Hill of Sesha, the dasa of Lord Vishnu 
6) Naraynadri,Hill of Narayana (Vishnu) 
7) Venkatadri,Hill of Lord Venkateswara 

In Tamil, the Tirumala hills is called the Nedion Kunram where Nedion means “Vishnu” 
and Kuram means “Hill”. It is a part of the munt Meru where the Adi Varaha decided to 
reside to help people of the Earth attain salvation. It is the main idea of helping people 
who are failing to initiate realization of the God through Karma Yoga, Bhakti Yoga or 
Dhyana Yoga. Tirumala Hills came from Vishnu’s to the Earth by mount Garuda. The 



seven hills or the seven peaks are believed to be the seven heads of Adisesha (nagraja, 
i.e, king of all nagas where Adisesha uncoils to move time forward to the future). 

Telugu and Tamil are the main languages and the major religion is Hinduism. Men usually 
wear Dhotis and women Sarees. The practice of tonsure and using Tilaka are major 
practices in Tirumala Tirupati. 

SHOPPING: 

Shopping is a massive attraction in Tirupati. There are 1000-s of Religious Souvenirs, 
black wooden replicas of Tirupati idol besides pictures, pendants, audio and video CD-s 
and DVD-s, books and Stothras, brass lamps, rangoli stickers, vermillion in garish boxes 
etc.  Tanjore style  Gold Leafe paintings also famous in Tirupati (with mythological motifs 
and themes) and Kalamkari Fabric which is very popular in India and abroad. Lepakshi 
Showroom is one the best places to get Kalamkari Fabrics and authentic local woodwork. 
Laminations of Lord pictures, Lord with lighting bulbs are exported from India. Lepakshi 
Emposrium of the Andhra Pradesh state also has an outlet in the Srinivasam 

Complex. Cotton dress materials are imported. Allagada, Dornakambala, Madanpally, 
Villages near Tirupati are some of the shopping places in Tirupati. 

DEVOTIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

Besides Sevas, the following devotional activities are performed in Tirupati: 

1) Tonsuring : Giving away one’s hair to Tirupati signifying that one completely 
surrenders his/her soul to Tirupati Balaji 
2) Angapradakshinam : Pilgrims lying prostrate and then roll around the temple by 
chanting the name of the Lord. 
3) Thulabharam : This means offering one’s weight in terms of coins or candies or sugar 
according to the desire of the Lord. 
4) Niluvudopidi : Offering one’s belongings to the Lord. 

FACILITIES AT TIRUPATHI: 

Marriages are also performed at the Tirupati Temple in the name of the Lord ensuring 
peace and harmony in a married life. There are thousands of Mandaps in Tirupathi,  



Tirumala is where the Venkateswara (Sri Balaji) Temple is located. Tirumala is located 
on Vyenkata Hill at an altitude of 840m (2,800 ft). Vyenkateswara means “the Lord of 
Vyenkatachala.” Vyenkatachala is a chain of hills. The temple is situated on the top of 
seven adjoining hills, also called Seshachalam Hills, which are said to be an incarnation 
of Ananta Sesa. 

Once Vayu and Sesa entered into a disagreement over who was stronger. Sesa 
wrapped his long body around Mount Meru and challenged Vayu to move it. Vayu tried 
but failed. Vayu pretended to be exhausted and stopped blowing. Then Sesa opened 
his mouth to breathe. At that moment, Vayu blew off part of the hill. After the hill had 
traveled a great distance, Mount Meru asked Vayu to leave it there. Ashamed of his 
defeat, Sesa did penance, meditating on Lord Vishnu. When Lord Vishnu appeared and 
offered a boon, Sesa assumed the shape of the hill and requested the Lord to stay on 
his head. This hill is called Sesachalam. It is said that when Ramanuja visited here, he 
walked up the hill on his knees to avoid stepping on Sesa Naga. 

The Lord’s appearance in Tirumala is mentioned in about 12 different Puranas. 
According to the Brahma Purana, Lord Vishnu wanted a change from Vaikuntha, so he 
inquired from Narada Muni about a place on earth for diversion and sport. Narada 
suggested Sesachalam (the head of Ananta Sesa). 

All the property at the top of the hill at Tirumala belongs to the Tirumala-Tirupati 
Devasthanam (TTD), which is recycles much of its wealth to such humanitarian works 
as schools, orphanages and hospitals. 

Tirumala is an unusual place for India in that the streets are totally clean of trash. 

Sri Venkateswara (Balaji) Temple 
This temple is one of the most important Vishnu temples in India and is also the richest. 
It is the most visited temple in India and is one of the most visited religious places in the 
world. This magnificent temple is located 20km up a hill from Tirupati. It is a very 
peaceful place and coming to this temple is a very awe-inspiring and devotional 
experience. On a spiritual tour of South India it is an absolute must. 

On an average over 25,000 people visit daily, and on festival days over 100,000 visit. In 
1989, over eleven and a half million people made their pilgrimage here. 

As you enter the inner sanctum the chanting becomes more and more intense—“Om 
Namo Venkateswara, Om Namo Venkateswara.” On special days when the Deity is in 



“full dress” his entire outfit spreads from one end of the altar room to the other and all 
the jewels of the dress are real—gold coins, emeralds, diamonds and platinum. 

It is said that at Tirumala, Lord Vishnu grants the wish of anyone who offers him 
their weight in something, be it gold, fruit, cloth, or whatever. Pilgrims who make 
such an offering and ask a boon or blessing generally return (after achieving their 
desire) and make another offering to the Lord, acknowledging his kindness. 

The average income of the temple is $25,000 (10 lakhs rupees) a day. It has an annual 
income of 5 billion rupees (125 million dollars) a year. The TTD banks Rs 40 to 50 
crores (12 million dollars) yearly. The Hundi (Deity box) collection is over 5 million 
dollars yearly. It is not unusual when they open this box at the end of the day to find 
gold and platinum coins and bricks inside. 

Around the Temple 
There is a large water tank next to this temple called Swami Pushkarini tank, where 
pilgrims take bath before their dar-shan. The Varaha Purana says Swami Pushkarini 
was a pond used by Lord Vishnu in Vaikuntha for recreation. Tradition says that Garuda 
put this tank here. 

Next to the tank is the Varaha Swami Temple. It is stated in the Puranas that Lord 
Varaha was on Sesachala before Sri Venkateswara, and he granted space to 
Venkateswara to live on Sesachala Hill. It is a tradition to visit this temple before going 
into the main temple. 

There is a small museum called the Hall of Antiquities (opened daily from 8 am to 8 pm; 
admission Rs 5), which is located opposite the temple entrance. 

Akasa Ganga is a sacred waterfall, 5km south of the temple. Water is brought from here 
for Lord Venkateswara’s abhiseka (bathing). On the way to Akasa Ganga is 
Papavinasha Tirtha. 
Tirumala is more like a city than a temple, and one could easily spend a whole day just 
walking around. There are sacred water tanks and smaller temples that house various 
paraphernalia, such as the chariot that carries the small processional Deities (utsava 
Deity) during festivals. 

You can visit the huge head-shaving center, which looks something like a South 
Indian temple. Devotees offer their hair in expectation of pleasing the Lord. Head 
shaving (tonsuring) is done by many people (many of them women). The hair is 
sold for wig making, and these proceeds are used for increasing the prosperity of 
the Deities and the upkeep of the town, etc. Three or four crore rupees (over a 
million dollars) is raised from this process each year. 
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Temple History: 
       
There is ample literary and epigraphic testimony to the antiquity of the temple of 
Lord Sri Venkateswara. 
Sri Krishnadevaraya All the great dynasties of rulers of the southern peninsula have 
paid homage to Lord Sri Venkateswara in this ancient shrine. The Pallavas of 
Kancheepuram (9th century AD), the Cholas of Thanjavur (a century later), the 
Pandyas of Madurai, and the kings and chieftains of Vijayanagar (14th - 15th century 
AD) were devotees of the Lord and they competed with one another in endowing the 
temple with rich offerings and contributions. 
It was during the rule of the Vijayanagar dynasty that the contributions to the temple 
increased. Sri Krishnadevaraya had statues of himself and his consorts installed at the 
portals of the temple, and these statues can be seen to this day. There is also a 
statue of Venkatapati Raya in the main temple. 
After the decline of the Vijayanagar dynasty, nobles and chieftains from all parts of 
the country continued to pay their homage and offer gifts to the temple. The Maratha 
general, Raghoji Bhonsle, visited the temple and set up a permanent endowment for 
the conduct of worship in the temple. He also presented valuable jewels to the Lord, 
including a large emerald which is still preserved in a box named after the General. 
Among the later rulers who have endowed large amounts are the rulers of Mysore and 
Gadwal. 
After the fall of the Hindu kingdoms, the Muslim rulers of Karnataka and then the 
Britishers took over, and many of the temples came under their supervisory and 
protective control. 
In 1843 AD, the East India Company divested itself of the direct management of non-
Christian places of worship and native religious institutions. The administration of the 
shrine of Sri Venkateswara and a number of estates were then entrusted to Sri Seva 
Dossji of the Hatiramji Mutt at Tirumala, and the temple remained under the 
administration of the Mahants for nearly a century, till 1933 AD. 
In 1933, the Madras Legislature passed a special act, which empowered the Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams(TTD) Committee to control and administer a fixed group of 
temples in the Tirumala-Tirupati area, through a Commissioner appointed by the 
Government of Madras.In 1951, the Act of 1933 was replaced by an enactment 
whereby the administration of TTD was entrusted to a Board of Trustees, and an 
Executive Officer was appointed by the Government .The provisions of the Act of 1951 
were retained by Charitable and Religious Endowments Act, 1966.  
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About Sri Venkateswara Temple: 
The ancient and sacred temple of Sri Venkateswara is located on the seventh peak, 
Venkatachala (Venkata Hill) of the Tirupati Hill, and lies on the southern banks of Sri 
Swami Pushkarini. 
It is by the Lord’s presidency over Venkatachala, that He has received the 
appellation, Venkateswara (Lord of the Venkata Hill). He is also called the Lord of the 
Seven Hills. 
The temple of Sri Venkateswara has acquired unique sanctity in Indian religious lore. 
The Sastras, Puranas, Sthala Mahatyams and Alwar hymns unequivocally declare that, 
in the Kali Yuga, one can attain mukti, only by worshipping Venkata Nayaka or Sri 
Venkateswara. 
The benefits acquired by a piligrimage to Venkatachala are mentioned in the Rig Veda 
and Asthadasa Puranas. In these epics, Sri Venkateswara is described as the great 
bestower of boons. There are several legends associated with the manifestation of the 
Lord at Tirumala. 
The temple has its origins in Vaishnavism, an ancient sect which advocates the 
principles of equality and love, and prohibits animal sacrifice. 
The sanctum sanctorum which houses the awe-inspiring idol of the Lord of the Seven 
Hills is situated in the main temple complex of Tirumala.  
 
 
Hair tonsuring: 
Many devotees have their head tonsured as an offer. The daily amount of hair 
collected is over a ton.[29] The hair thus gathered is sold by the temple 
organization a few times a year by public auction to international buyers for use 
as hair extensions and in cosmetics,[30] bringing over $6 million to the temple's 
treasury.[31] 
When Lord Balaji was hit on his head by a shepherd, a small portion of his scalp 
became bald. This is noticed by Neela Devi, a Gandharva princess. She feels "such 
an attractive face should not have a flaw". Immediately she cuts a portion of her 
hair and with her magical power she implants it on his scalp. Lord Balaji notices 
her sacrifice. As hair is a beautiful aspect of the female, he promises her that all 
his devotees who come to his abode should render their hair to him, and she 
would be the recipient of all the hair received. Hence it is believed that hair 
offered by the devotees is accepted by Neela Devi. The hill Neeladri, one among 
seven hills is named after her. 
 
Hundi (donation pot) 
It is believed that Srinivasa had to make arrangements for his wedding. Lord 
Kubera credited money to the god Venkateswara (a form of the god Vishnu) for his 
marriage with Padmavati. Srinivasa sought a loan of one crore and 14 lakh 
(11,400,000) coins of gold from Kubera and had Viswakarma, the divine architect, 
create heavenly surroundings in the Seshadri hills. Together, Srinivasa and 
Padmavathy lived for all eternity while Goddess Lakshmi, understanding the 
commitments of Lord Vishnu, chose to live in his heart forever.[citation needed] 
In remembrance of this, devotees go to Tirupati to donate money in 



Venkateswara's hundi (donation pot) so that he can pay it back to Kubera. The 
hundi collections go as high as 22.5 million INR a day.[8] Devotees offer gold as a 
token of their love for God. The annual gold offering goes as high as 3000 kg.[32] 
 
 
Thulabharam: 
One of the most important offering in this temple, is the ‘thulabharam.’ In the 
Thulabaram ritual, a devotee sits on a pan of a weighing balance and the other pan is 
filled with materials greater than the weight of the devotee. Devotees usually offer 
sugar, jaggery, tulsi leaves, banana, gold, coins. This is mostly performed with 
newborn babies or children. 
 
Arjitha seva (paid services): 
Pilgrims can view and participate (in a limited fashion) in the various sevas performed 
to Dhruva bera (main idol), Bhoga Srinivasa, Sri Malayappa swami and other idols in 
the temple. 
When pilgrims purchase arjitha seva tickets, they get the opportunity to see a seva 
performed to the Lord, obtain prasadam in the form of vastram (clothes), akshantalu 
(sacred and blessed rice) and food articles (laddus, vadas, dosas, pongal, rice items) 
and a darshan of the utsava murti.[33] 
 
The Seven Hills: 
The seven hills, also called Saptagiri (Template:Lang-Te), represent the Saptarishi 
(seven sages). They sometimes called the Sapathagiri. Hence the Lord is named 
Saptagirinivasa. The following are the seven hills: 
•    Vrushabhadri — Hill of Nandi, the vahana of Lord Shiva 
•    Anjanadri — Hill of Lord Hanuman 
•    Neeladri — Hill of Neela Devi — It is believed that hair offered by the devotees 
is accepted by Neela Devi. It is because of boon granted by Lord Venkateswara to 
Neela Devi. 
•    Garudadri or Garudachalam — Hill of Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu 
•    Seshadri or Seshachalam — Hill of Sesha, the dasa of Lord Vishnu 
•    Naraynadri — Hill of Narayana. Srivari Padalu are located here 
•    Venkatadri — Hill of Lord Venkateswara 
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General Facilities at Tirumala 

 

Facilities to pilgrims walking up the hills: 

v T.T.D. provides Free Bus facility from Tirupati Railway Station to Alipiri via R.T.C. Central Bus Station, Kapilatheertham 
from 4 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
v Free bus from Railway Station to RTC central Bus station. 
v Free Transportation of luggage from Alipiri tollgate to Tirumala. 
v Availability of drinking water all along the footpath. 
v Pilgrim Amenities Complex with all facilities. 
v Availability of toilets. 
v Provision of sunshade at important points for taking rest. 
v Patrolling by Security Guards, Gurkhas and the police all along round the clock to prevent unwary pilgrims from being cheated 
or robbed by unscrupulous elements. 
v Relay of religious programmes through local broadcasting system. 
v Sale of cool drinks, mineral water etc. at nominal rates. 
v Bhudevi Bhavan - Pilgrims Amenities Complex at Alipiri Bus Station with Dormitories, Bathrooms, Lockers etc. 

Transport from Tirupathi to Tirumala and Vice Versa 

Andhra Pradesh Road Transport Corporation runs nearly 250 buses daily making approximately 800 trips to carry pilgrims from 
Tirupathi to Tirumala and vice versa. There are also long distance direct buses from various parts of the state and neighbouring 
state to Tirumala and back via Gudur, Sri Kalahasthi, Piler Nellore, Bangalore, Chennai, Kanchi etc. The Authorities to avoid 
long queue also issue return tickets, which are valid for three days. There are plenty of jeeps, taxis, private cars and vans operated 
from Tirupati and Tirumala touching approximately 1,000 in Number. The vehicle owners have to pay the tollgate charges and 
collect token at the Alipiri toll gate. 

By Road 

Pilgrims traveling to Tirumala by road can utilize the facility of radiator water, auto clinic with spare parts & mechanics. The car 
drivers of taxis must wear uniform and pilgrims are prohibited from smoking and drinking and are not allowed to carry such 
items while going to Tirumala. The vehicles are subject to thorough checking by the authorities. For auto clinic contact tollgate at 
Alipiri or Tirumala tollgate. 

Distance from Tirupati Station to Various temples: 

Place Kms 
Sri Govindraj Swamy Temple 1 
Srinivasa Mangapuram Temple 12 
Tiruchanoor (Alamelumangapuram Temple) 6 
Sri Kapilaswara Swamy temple –Kapilteertham 4 
Alipiri-Kapilteertham 4 
Sri Kodandaramaswamy temple 1 
Sri Hare Ram Hare Krishna Temple 5 
Sri Aurobindo Shrine 5 
Hasthakal Ramam-Urban Hatt 5 
Tirumala Hills 25 
Narayanavanam – Kalyana Venkateswara 22 
Nagalapuram – Lord Veda Narayan Swamy Temple 65 
Appalayagunta-Lord Prasanna Venkateswarswami Temple 15 
Karvetnagaram – Lord Venugopala Swamy 60 
Vayalapadu Lord Sri Rama Temple 100 
Kannipakkam – Sri Ganesh Temple 80 
Sri Kalahasthi Temple 40 
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By Air 

Airport is 15 kms away from Tirupati. Only Indian Airlines operate flights from Hyderabad to Tirupati and back thrice a week. 
Timings:  
1030 Dep Hyderabad 
1125 Arr Tirupati 
1210 Dep Tirupati 
1305 Arr Hyderabad 
Flights operated on Thursday, Friday and Sunday 
Transfers from Airport to Tirupati - APSRTC coaches are available 
Prepaid taxi counters are also available at the airport. 
Indian Airlines 

Broadcasting Systems 

TTD has arranged broadcasting systems throughout Tirumala and also covering footpath. The mantras recited during the daily 
rituals, devotional music, harikathas are broadcasted from suprabhatam till the closure of the temple doors after ekantaseva. 

Pilgrims amenities complex (Near Central Reception Office) 

The Complex is provided with lockers, tonsuring centre, bathrooms and toilets facilitates free dormitory accommodation to 
nearly 4000 pilgrims. 

Free Bus Facilities 

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams is running free bus with a frequency of 10 to 20 minutes at Tirumala covering all cottage areas, 
hotels, canteen, queue complex and bus station from central reservation office. 

Kalyana Katta (Tonsure Centre) 

Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to Tirumala usually 
offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering. Persons in need of the 
assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit the temple offer their hair at 
the Kalyanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose. A bath in the Pushkarini follows 
the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the temple and worship the Lord. 

It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the deity to whom 
it is offered. As one enters Tirumala one would invariably find a cluster of cottages and 
choultries built for accommodation of the pilgrims. Just beyond these is the Kalyanakatta. 
Men, Women and children join the line to get their heads tonsured. A nominal fee is 
collected for the tonsuring and it is possible that the revenue aspect of this black gold to 
TTD is commendable. Which goes for its philanthropic activities. Cottages like ATC have a 
facility from 6am to 6pm where in the pilgrims can avoid the serpentine Queues of 
Kalyanakatta. It has appointed sufficient barbers to attend. About 15,000 pilgrims have 
their heads tonsured per day. This complex is maintained well. 

Incidentally this custom also has brought in a couple of Guinness World Records for this 
temple as the largest ever-human hair collected via tonsuring of heads and largest revenue 
earner by sale of human hair. 
Facilities to pilgrims in the queue halls 

v Hygienic, airy, large queue halls provided with ceiling fans. 
v Catering inside the halls by T.T.D. Canteen. 
v Sale of food packets at reasonable prices.  
v First Aid. 
v Toilet, bathrooms even in the queue halls. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Andhra Pradesh Pilgrim Centers Temples  

Tirupathi Venkateswara Temple – One of the 
Most Famous Vishnu temple in India 
 October 4, 2014 admin Tirupathi 
One of the most famous Maha Vishnu temple in India is the Thirumalai Venkateswara temple, in 
Andhra Pradesh and is situated in Chittor  district in the hill town of Tirumala. Besides the Sree 
Padmanabha Temple in  Thiruvananthapuram, kerala, it is the richest pilgrimage centre with an 
average of 75,000 daily pilgrims and thus making the temple the most visited  holy place of worship 
in the world.  It stretches out through an area of 27 kms, encompassed in seven hills or peaks , 
which symbolizes Adhi shesha’s seven heads. These seven hills are named as Sheshadri – 
named after shesha naga, Neeladri – named after Neela devi – a gandharva princess, 
Garudadri – named after garuda,  Anjanadri  – named after anjaneya, Vrushabadri – named 
after Nandi  – lord Siva’s vehicle, Narayanadri and Venkatadri / Venkatachala / Venkata hill  –
  the main temple on the banks of swami Pushkarni river.  It is the 7th peak and popularly 
known as Temple of Seven Hills. It is also believed that these seven hills represent seven sages 
or Saptha Rishis. 

Lord Mahavishnu’s another form of incarnation; Lord Venkateswara is the main god of worship. 
Devotees worship the Lord using different names such as   Balaji, Sreenivasa, Malayappa, 
Kaliyugavarada, Venkatachalapathy etc. The word Thirumala means Holy Mountain and 
Venkateswara means the supreme God, who redeems from all the sins of those who visits or submits 
themselves to HIM and showers holy grace upon them. In Vedas ( Rigveda ), hindu puranas and 
Shastras, we can find established versions that Venkateswara is the most kind towards 
the  worshipers and during this kaliyuga  , worshiping Venkatachalapathy  is the only way to reach 
Parabhrama / attain moksha 

The  Pallavas of 9th century AD,  The Cholas of the 10th C AD, Vijayanagar Pradhans of 14th  and 
15th C  were the greatest devotees  of Lord Venkateswara and gifted a huge amount of gold , 
diamonds and ornaments , which made the temple acquire  its present financial position. We can see 
the statues of Sri Krishna Deva Raya and his wife Raja Todar Mal inside the temple premises. In 
1932 with TTD Act,  Thirumala Thirupathi Devasthanam  was established and the whole temple 
activities , administration and management came under the control of an Executive  Officer (EO), 
appointed by the government  of Andhra Pradesh. 

Famous musicians – Tallapaka Annamacharya, Purandadasa, Ramabhaktha, Sri Tyagaraja , all these 
are sincere devotees   of Lord Srinivasa, who wrote thousands of bhakhti songs praizing his   grace 
and glory and boundless  blessings. 

The main idol of Venkateswara  is inside the golden roofed tower called ‘The Vimanam’ is placed 
inside the glittered dome  known as Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana. It is believed that the main deity 
or Mulaberam is self evolved and self dressed, as no human has the capability to adorn the Lord so 
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perfectly and proportionately. Mulaberam is adorned in its full glory with golden crown, golden 
earrings and HIS body wrapped in yellow silk, hooked with golden string and golden belt. 
Padmavathy Devi rests on HIS left part and Lakshmi Devi dwells on HIS right part. Gold framed feet 
are adorned with golden anklets. Through the Tirumani Mandapam we reach the Bangaru Vakili 
(golden entrance) – way to inner main temple where the main diety resides.  Lord Venkateswara is 
guarded by two dwarapalaka’s ( jaya and vijaya)’s huge cupper images. Dasavatharam is inscribed 
on the huge wooden doors add to its antique beauty. 

Main Deities in the temple are: – Moolavirat or Dhruva Beram  – (fixed stone idol), is the idol of 
Lord Venkateswara having a height of 8 ft and it is the prime force of energy to the temple. 

Kautuka Beram or Bhoga Srinivasa – a small silver idol of one feet inch length and was gifted by the 
Pallava Queen Samavai  Perindevi in 614 AD, remains there till now. It rests beside the Druva Beram 
on the left side and is tied to it by a holy string- Sambandha Kroocha. This tiny idol enjoys all the 
earthly happiness, same as the MoolaVirat, hence named as Bhoga Srinivasa. Sahasra 
kalashabhiskhekom is done every Wednesday and after all the daily rituals, this deity is placed on a 
golden cot at night. 

Snapan Beram or Ugra Srinivasa – this deity is the anger part of Lord Venkareswara and it is brought 
outside on kaishika Dwadasi, once in a year, for  snapana or cleansing with abhishekams using milk , 
curd , ghee, turmeric, holy water from holy rivers and oceans. 

Utsava Beram is also known as Malayappa because this idol was seen along with the idols of 
Sreedevi and Bhudevi in the Malayappan Konai Cave.  After getting this, it was used for utsavam – 
this deity is brought outside to bless the devotees. 

§ Bali Beram, – panchaloha idol same as the prime deity, is considered as the guardian of all the 
functioning of the temple including administration and financial dealings 

§ Lord Venkateswara is worshipped six times a day. 
§ Ushakala aradhana – starts and finishes before early morning. 
§ Prathakala aradahana – starts after sunrise and ends before noon. 
§ Madhyanakala aradhana – starts and ends at mid day. 
§ Aparahnakala aradhana – starts and ends around dawn. 
§ Ardharathri aradhana – after sunset 

Tirupathi Trust is giving many prasadams as the blessings from the Lord Venkateswara. The most 
popular one is the Laddu. Some other items are Chakkara ponkal, Curd rice, Payasam,  Murukku, 
Appam, Tamarind rice, Jilebi etc. Devotees can avail free meals daily. 

One of the famous rituals is offering hair to the Lord. Many pilgrims tonsure their head and 
offer their hair to God and all these hair offered by the devotees symbolically is given to Neela 
Devi, a Gandharva princess, who with her magical powers replaced the balded part of Sree 
Balaji with her own hair. Then onwards Lord Srinivasa gave her word for the hair of all the 
devotees, who visit the Lord. 

Hundi or Donation Pot is the major source of income for the temple. This is based on the belief that 
Lord Venkatesawara, during his marriage with Padmavathy, borrowed huge amount of gold and 
money from Lord Kubera  inorder to construct the godly palace on seven hills. To repay the debt to 
Kubera, Devotees are donating money and gold for Lord Venkateswara as a symbol of love and 
affection. 
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Amma Take me to Tirupati Book Review 
December 29, 2017     mumsandstories.com      Featured Stories, Reviews 0 

 

 

Book Review on Amma Take Me to Tirupati on Mums and Stories 

The title caught me by surprise as very few stories are written on religious destinations, 
though millions of Indians are likely to visit these shrines with families every year.  To 
make a point of having discussions at home on the relevance of these shrines that exist 
even today, the author does take a different route of having a mum –‘Amma’ and her 
children travel to Tirupati. 

The rituals, customs, beliefs, myriad tales on each tradition followed at the holy place 
are discussed in the story and this book can be of particular interest for children above  
9 or 10 years.  It would also be a good idea to bring the book if a trip is being planned  
to Tirupati. 
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Shiv and Veer in the story have numerous questions like most kids have and it is Amma 
who has indeed the patience to explain the detailed story of Lord Vishnu. He is also 
referred as Venkateswara which means the removal of sins and there are intricately 
woven details like his reasons for descending on the hills, the reason for him to leave  
a stone statue and more. 

For those kids who are already introduced to the ancient tales of Ramayana, 
Mahabharata and other stories, it would be a good idea to bring about the topic of 
historical and religious places and their relevance even today. 

Interesting facts listed in the storybook: 

§ The seven peaks that one can see at the holy shrine are said to be the 
seven hoods of the great snake Adishesha. 

§ The hair donated at the temple premises is due to the belief that it is given 
to Lord Venkateswara and that will belong to a princess Neela Devi. The 
tale goes on how Neela Devi had cut her hair for the Lord and impressed by 
this gesture, Lord Vishnu (lord Venkateswara) said he will bless all those 
who donate their hair for in doing so they will help the Lord repay the 
kindness gesture. 

§ The reason of the lord dressed in finest and heaviest jewellery as he is the 
bridegroom. 

§ Tirpati laddu is patented and there is a secret recipe in making over three 
hundred thousand ladoos every day. 

§ Srinivasa means the place where Lakshmi or Sri resides. 
§ Devotees when they do offerings at the hundi, they are helping the lord to 

pay of his debt to Kubera and they also earn the blessings of Goddess 
Lakshmi. 

There are indeed very few books that talk of Indian festivals, Indian mythological tales 
and least of all on holy shrines that can have a new audience of children. Bhakti 
Mathur’s Amma Take me to Tirupati though detailed can be a good read for the kids 
who would like to find more on new destinations.  

At one point one of the children asks his amma, if wishes come true and Amma replies 
tactfully “I believe they do. I believe that faith in one’s God and the conviction that he is 
looking over us is what gives us the strength and will to work hard and make our wishes 
come true.” 

The story book has enough illustrations to depict the shrine, rituals, idols and stories 
behind them. There is also a section on the daily list of prayers held at the holy shrine 
and the historical traces of the famed Tirupati Venkateswara Swamy temple. 

You can buy the book here- http://amzn.to/2Cl0Lwx 

Review by Mums and Stories writer- Reshma Krishnamurthy. 
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Hair and how 

Preeti Mehra 
FEBRUARY 16, 2012 01:09 IST 

SHARE ARTICLE 

Thanks to our tradition of tonsuring, hair exports remain buoyant 

The economic downturn may have dented India's exports in most sectors, but 
export of human hair continues to be buoyant. The global import of human hair 
during 2010 was US$ 1339 million, against which the exports were to the tune 
of $193.90 million. 

China, Hong Kong, Brazil and Italy are among the top five markets for India, 
when it comes to human hair exports. 

The Ministry of Commerce has stepped in to promote the export of human hair 
and exporters are being encouraged to take benefits of schemes such as Advance 
License Scheme, Duty Entitlement Passbook, Market Development Assistance 
and Market Access Initiative Scheme, among others. Exporters are also being 
encouraged to participate in trade fairs and exhibitions in various countries to 
procure new business opportunities. 

The strong demand from China and Hong Kong is largely on account of the 
fact that the Chinese population mostly has straight hair, while Indian hair 
comes in different varieties and can be molded to achieve different effects in 
hair accessories. However, the US, and Hollywood in particular, are also 
destinations for Indian hair that plays an important role in their makeover 
industry. 

A large chunk of the hair exported comes from the ritual of hair tonsuring 
at the famous Tirumala Venkateswara Temple in Andhra Pradesh where 
thousands of devotees offer their hair to Lord Venkateshwara every day. It 
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is estimated that over a ton of hair is collected at the temple on a daily basis. 
Three to four times a year the temple authorities conduct a public auction 
where private companies buy the hair, process it and export it to various 
countries for use in salons and the cosmetic industry. 

According to folklore the tonsuring ritual became a part of tradition when 
Lord Balaji was hit on his head by a shepherd, and a part of his head 
became bald. When Gandharva queen Neela Devi noticed this, she cut part 
of her hair and used her mystic powers to implant it on the Lord's head. 

Thus began the ritual, which has made the Tirumala temple one of the 
wealthiest pilgrimage centers. 

In India hair is also collected from salons and other places of worship, making it 
a vibrant hair industry. 

Although both men and women offer their hair at temples, most of the hair that 
is exported for the lucrative salon business comes from women and is most in 
demand by merchants and wig-makers. Men's hair, according to exporters is 
mostly used for coat linings and raw material for a range of products. 
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Temple Hair Sale  
 
Human hair is a lucrative business in India. Companies 
export long hair to the West where it is used for wigs and 
hair extensions, whilst the shorter hair is mainly sold to 
Chinese firms who extract amino acids from it.  
 
For large temples, where it is considered auspicious for 
pilgrims to have their heads shaved, the clippings are a 
major source of income.  
 
At the Venkateshwara Temple in south India more than 75 
tonnes of hair are sold annually, raising nearly £4 million 
for the temple's charities. Crispin Thorold reports for The 
World Today. 
 
Devotees 

 
The Venkateshwara Temple, at Tirumala in the south 
Indian State of Andhra Pradesh, is thought to attract more 
pilgrims than Jerusalem, Rome or Mecca.  
 
Over 18 million devotees visit every year to pay their 
respects to an incarnation of Vishnu; the God that Hindus 
believe protects and sustains all that is good in society.  
 
The temple is India's richest; something that P Krishnaiah, 
the executive officer of the temple's managing committee, 
attributes to extraordinary faith: 
 
‘People believe that this Lord represents Lord Vishnu. 
Normally people feel that Gods cannot be seen. But people 
believe here is a God that is seen. That is how people are 
willing to donate large sums of money, because they have 
that faith.’  
 
Some estimates put Tirumala's annual income at a billion 
rupees, which is a staggering £15 million ($23 million). 
Most of this comes from direct donations, but a significant 
proportion is raised by the sale of human hair as even the 
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very humblest visitor can offer as much as his wealthier 
neighbours. 
 
Temple Barbers 

 
In two large halls, hundreds of barbers work around the 
clock, tonsuring 12,000 pilgrims every day.  
 
Siddiah is the latest member of his family to become 
a temple barber. He explains why so many devotees 
are prepared to lose their locks:  
 
‘The pilgrims come to Tirumala and donate their 
hair. The reason they do this is when a head is 
shaved the person loses their beauty.' 

'So the devotees who come here 
want to donate their hair, 
because a Hindu feels giving 
hair to the Lord is more 
important than giving money.’ 

 

 
This hair is collected and sorted into four types. Long 
women's hair and grey hair are the most highly sort 
varieties, but there is also considerable demand for short 
hair at Tirumala's regular sales.  
 
Hair Exporters 

 
Kishore Kumar is from Gupta Enterprises, a Madras-based 
firm that is one of India's biggest exporters of human hair. 
He explains the many uses of hair: 
 
‘What we collect from the temples is used all over 
the world. Mostly it goes to Italy, a lot of wig 
manufacturers are there, and a lot of hair extension 
companies are there.’ 

‘The shorter hair is primarily 
used for the extraction of a 
protein called El-Cystine. This 
protein is an amino acid used in 
food preservatives and various 
other things.’ 

 

 
Hair Importers 

 
Importers say that Indian hair is the best money can buy, 
and good profits can be made.  
 
Werner Diaber is a software engineer in his native 
Germany, but twice a year he visits India to buy as much 



hair as he can carry. He explains the desire for Indian 
human hair in the West:  
 
‘They are the strongest hair and the most beautiful 
hairs, and the Indian women they have very long 
hairs.’ 
 
‘It is a lucrative thing for everybody, because in the 
Western World these hair extensions are getting 
very popular now. And if you manage to get the 
hairs here for a reasonable price you can make 
money.’ 
 
On this trip Werner was attempting to carry home two 
suitcases, two holdalls and a cardboard box all full of hair. 
If he managed to get the 40 kilos back to Germany he 
would make over £1500 profit (nearly $2500 profit). 
 
Tirumala's income from human hair is in a different 
league. Last year they made just under £4 million ($6 
million).  
 
The money that is raised at the temple funds 
accommodation and other facilities for the pilgrims. The 
rest goes to a charitable foundation that runs numerous 
organisations including three hospitals, an orphanage, a 
university, and religious training institutions. 
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How Indians shave their head and hope for 
luck 
By Justine LangBBC News, Chennai 

   13 April 2016 
  
Every year millions of people travel to two temples in southern India, hoping for an 
answer to their prayers. But every miracle requires a sacrifice - and many pilgrims 
sacrifice their hair. 

Gopala Amma is desperate to reverse her family's bad fortune. They are in danger of losing the 
one room they share off a small alley in the Chennai suburb of Perambur. 

Amma works hard as a cleaner but is struggling to make ends meet. Her husband has lost his job 
and has begun to drink heavily, while her eldest son is failing in his studies. All this has 
prompted Amma to think of asking the Hindu gods for help. 

"I have decided to go to the temple at Tirutanni and shave my hair. That way, the gods will 
bless me and my family," she says. 

This will not be just a snip but a full head shave - all 81cm (32in) of her long wavy locks 
will go. By sacrificing something so beautiful to the gods, by shedding her ego, she hopes 
they will bless her with good luck in return. 

Human hair is valuable in India. Many of Amma's female neighbours collect hair from their 
combs to sell or barter to the hair collectors who come once a month on scooters calling for 
"comb waste". 

They either trade the hair for pots or are given a few rupees, depending on the weight. The 
collectors then sell it to the factories. 

But comb-waste hair tangles. Shaved hair is more highly valued because continues to fall 
naturally, as it did on the original owner's head, and can be used to make a lifelike wig. 
 

From Hollywood to the UK to South Africa, the most widely used human hair is Indian, as 
its texture resembles Caucasian hair, which the hairdressing industry deems desirable. 

To India, the market is worth more than $250m (£175m) annually. A kilo of shaved hair fetches 
up to $130 (£91), so a long head of hair such as Amma's - which comes to about 160g (6oz) - 
will be worth about $20 (£14). 

But for Amma this is not important. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine


The practice of hair-shaving - or "tonsuring" as it is termed when done for religious 
reasons - is associated with an ancient Hindu myth. 

There are several versions of the myth but they centre on the god Vishnu, who was hit on 
the head with an axe, causing him to lose a section of his hair. The angel Neela Devi then 
offered a lock of her hair as a replacement, and Vishnu was so grateful that he thereafter 
granted wishes to anyone who offered their hair as a sacrifice. 
Whole families sometimes offer their hair to Vishnu 

The southern states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh are where most hair tonsuring in India 
takes place. Two of the main Hindu temples, in the towns of Tirutanni and Tirupati, collect 
tonnes of human hair every month. 

Around the temple compounds, in long halls known as Kalyankattan or "places of happiness", 
hundreds of barbers dressed in white sit in rows, with pilgrims at their feet. 

"I feel quite shy having no hair but I am happy," explains one pilgrim who has just had her head 
shaved at Tirutanni. 

Auspicious days may be chosen for the ritual. One family is celebrating the parents' 29 years of 
happy marriage. For another, it could be a sickness in the family or a pattern of bad luck that 
brings them here. 

For Amma, who is 36, it is her last resort. Her husband's drinking has become incessant. She is 
determined not to lose her home and believes this is the only way to reverse her fortune. 

"The gods will bless me if I do this," she says as she climbs the temple's steps. 

Sitting down cross-legged in front of the barber with her head bent forward, Amma smiles. The 
barber wets the crown of her head and takes his razor blade, slowly scraping at her skull. Her 
hair barely reaches the ground before it is gathered up and placed into a lockable blue barrel. 
 
“As the barber was shaving I felt my problems lifting away”- Amma 

Hair traders collect the barrels every week. Many temples form contracts with traders, while 
others hold auctions, selling it to the highest bidder. 

Tirupati temple, the largest collector of human hair in the world - and also the most visited holy 
place in the world, with an average of 100,000 pilgrims per day - nets an average $3m (£2.1m) a 
year from this trade. 

The money is used for charitable work, schools and maintaining the temple grounds. 

The barbers themselves are paid for their trouble - 15 rupees (20c or 16p) per shave. 

The shaving process is very quick, and those presenting their hair to the gods just sit down, put 
their heads in the hands of the barbers and then go. 



Afterwards, however, they visit the temple to show their freshly-shaved scalps to the gods, so 
they can be blessed for their sacrifice. 

Amma looks at herself in the mirror and laughs at her changed appearance. She touches her head 
and says she likes the feel. 

"As the barber was shaving I felt my problems lifting away. Now things are going to get better." 

She says she does not know where her hair will go. Told that traders sell it to make wigs and 
extensions all over the world, she laughs again. 

"If it makes someone else look beautiful then I am happy," Amma says, before heading out of the 
temple and beginning her journey home, to see if her life will change. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hair and there 
The hair collected is washed, cleaned, dried and sorted-to be stored 
in steel containers based on colour and length 
Amarnath K. Menon       August 21, 2006 | UPDATED 11:20 IST 
It is a wholly personal offering that the devout, be they wealthy or humble, make at one of the 
most active religious destinations on earth - Tirupati. It also makes India the largest exporter of 
hair in the world. Last year, the 90,800 kilograms of hair offered by the devout fetched the 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams Rs 33.34 crore. 
Tonsure, as the head shave is called, is free of cost at Kalayana Katta, a four-storey building 
close to the temple, where 665 barbers, among them 20 women, work in shifts, shaving 20,000 
heads every day, including those of over 1,000 women, and are paid between Rs 7,000 and Rs 
9,000 a month, excluding the tips offered generously by pilgrims though they are forbidden from 
taking it. 
The devout wait for at least 30 minutes for their turn and, during peak season, even for two hours 
in the four waiting halls. The long-standing ritual to have the head shaven clean, irrespective of 
age, sex or even religious persuasion, symbolises the effacing of the ego embodied in the 
Vaishnavite tradition. Some, like former Miss India Nafisa Ali, offer their locks in keeping with 
a pledge if a personal wish is fulfilled. 
The sacred strands are given away with untold stories of sacrifice and thanksgiving: the 
birth of a baby, a good harvest after a drought, long life, good health and happiness. 
Believers say that the hair offerings are supposed to pay back the legendary loan that Lord 
Venkateshwara took for his marriage expenses, which will be repaid by the end of Kalyug. 
The hair collected is washed, cleaned, dried and sorted-to be stored in steel containers based on 
colour and length. Male and female hair is stored separately and auctioned off. The hair is sold in 
three varieties. 
Hair longer than 16 inches fetches Rs 9,550 a kg, between eight to 16 inches fetches Rs 3,300 a 
kg, while shorter hair brings in just Rs 11.70 a kg. Grey hair fetches more than black at about Rs 
10,550 a kg. Tirumala hair is valued internationally as most of it has never been permed or 
treated with chemicals. 
It is exported mostly to China, where it is used to make wigs and extensions, for sale in 
Europe and the US-all the way to Hollywood, where actors, including A-listers like 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Jennifer Aniston and Hugh Jackman pay up to $3,000 for hair extensions. 
Men's hair is also used for coat linings and for a natural extract used in preservatives. So 
next time you admire a star's hairdo, remember it may have come all the way from 
Tirumala. 
For more news from India Today, follow us on Twitter @indiatoday and on Facebook 
at facebook.com/IndiaToday For news and videos in Hindi, go to AajTak.in.  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/author/Amarnath-K.-Menon/1.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/people/jennifer-aniston/19526.html
https://twitter.com/indiatoday
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaToday
http://aajtak.intoday.in/
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NATION, CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Tirumala Board plans free tonsure 
DC | BH. RAMAKRISHNA 
PublishedApr 18, 2015, 10:55 am IST 
UpdatedJan 10, 2016, 8:38 am IST 

Proposal aimed at taming barber unions 

 
 Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams 

Hyderabad: The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams is planning to implement free  tonsuring at all 
points on the hills from May 1, a move that has split the barber unions. 
  
The decision had already been taken in principle and if the Board is formed this week, authorities 
will go ahead with implementing it, said Srinivasa Raju, joint executive officer at Tirumala. 
  
Tonsuring is done at three places, at the main Kalyana Katta and two guesthouses since 1985. 
Later, due to increasing rush, the TTD had opened another 15 points, mainly at all the devotee 
guest houses like Ram Bagicha, Varahaswamy, Narayana Vanam, Padmavathi Complex etc. 
  
With reports pouring in of a section of barbers fleecing the devotees, TTD has conducted a 
survey and decided to close down eight points like Vishnupadam, Kaustubham, Srinvasam, 
Sannidhanam etc. The staffs are to  be shifted to Kalyana Katta and the other centres, a move that 
has not gone down well with the barbers’ unions. 
  
The barber unions are powerful in Tirumala. There were three of them — the old union 
with 285 members who were able to get permanent jobs due  to the mirasi system; the 
“piece-rate barbers” with around 305 members who made money by tonsuring devotees at 
cottages or guest houses; and  the third one, Srivari Sevakulu, with 840 members, mostly 
from Chittoor and neighbouring districts. 
  
Members of this last union cut hair free of cost as a service to God. They are posted at 
Kalyana Katta and other places although allegations of many of them collecting money 
illegally has often been reported. Now, both contract barbers and the Sevakulus have come 
together to form one union. 
Tags: andhra pradesh, current affairs, tirumala tirupati devasthanams 

Location: Andhra Pradesh 
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TTD to utilise voluntary services of barbers 
 
 ANDHRA PRADESH 

TTD to utilise voluntary services of 
barbers 

STAFF REPORTER 
TIRUMALA:, MARCH 29, 2013 00:00 IST 

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) management which is gearing 
itself for the summer crowd, has decided to utilise the voluntary services of 
barbers at its Kalyanakatta tonsuring centre where on an average one-third 
of the pilgrims get their heads shaved in fulfilment of their prayers 
everyday. 

The management had, on an experimental basis, enrolled voluntary barbers 
under the ‘Kalyanakatta Sevakulu’ scheme from September 15 last year to 
January 20 this year. 

With over 1,100 and odd barbers, including women, executing the task without 
any blemish, the administration has decided to throw open the opportunity for 
the second time in the larger interest of the pilgrim fraternity. 

The second phase of the scheme will come into being from April 1 to July 31 for 
four months. The batch-wise duty chart of the registered ‘sevakulu’ is already 
enlisted on the TTD’s official website www.tirumala.org and also will be put on 
display at Srivari seva sadan in the APSRTC bus stand complex and the main 
Kalyanakatta at Tirumala besides at Srinivasam and Vishnunivasam complexes 
at Tirupati. 

 
 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/ttd-to-utilise-voluntary-services-of-barbers/article4560717.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/ttd-to-utilise-voluntary-services-of-barbers/article4560717.ece
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TTD Srivari Seva - Voluntary Service to Sri 
Venkateswara Swamy, Tirumala 
Updated June 1, 2014:  
Tirumala, the abode of Lord Sri Venkateswara is visited by millons of 
devotees/pillgrims every year.In order to provide better and good service to the 
devotees/pillgrims, Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams TTD has launched  
SRIVARI SEVA, a Voluntary Service to the Lord of Seven Hills. For more details 
about this seva, the contact telephone number is 0877-2263544. 
 
What is Srivari Seva: 
Srivari Seva is purely a voluntary service to serve the fellow devotees/pilgrims and 
to participate in devout service. Devotees who can render services to the visiting 
pilgrims are welcome to offer their service through SRIVARI SEVA.   

 

Srivari Sevaks offering Lord Service at Annadanam 

This Voluntary Srivari Seva was started by TTD on November 1 in the year 2000 with 
an aim to provide free service to visiting pilgrims with co-pilgrims.  
 

Eligibility Criteria to participate in SRIVARI SEVA: 
1.Only Hindus are permitted for Srivari Seva. 
2.Age group should be between 18 to 60 years(for exact Maximum age limit contact 
:0877-2263544). 
3.Both Men and Women are eligible. 
4.A group consisting of not less than 10 members is eligible for rendering Srivari Seva 
for a minimum of seven days. 
 
How to Apply: 
I.) Interested voluntary groups(not less than 10 members) can send thier requistion 
letter containing the information of all participants like.. Name of the Voluntary, 
Farther's Name/Husband's Name, Address, Age, Sex, Profession, Telephone Number 
and Stamp Size Photograph of all participants atleast one month in advance with 
mentioning the preferable dates to the address given below 

http://www.allgodscollections.com/?m=1


Contact Address: 
Public Relations Officer, 
TTD Administrative Building, 
KT Road 
Tirupati-517501.  
Telephone Number - 0877-2264561 
                                

Facilities offering to the Srivari Sevaks under the Srivari 
Seva: 
1.Free Food and Accomidation will be provided to the Srivari Sevaks(Participating 
Devotees). 
2.Sevaks can take part in Bhajans and Nagara Sankirtanas every day. 
3.Sevaks can utilize the Musical Instruments which are available in Srivari Seva 
Office,Tirumala. 
 
Reporting Place @ Tirumala: 
Voluntary Groups should report to the Superindendent Officer on Special Duty at 
Srivari Seva Sadan, inside RTC BusStand, Tirumala on their arrival as per the dates 
mention in the Sanctioned Order between 10am to 5pm. 
 
Guidelines to Srivari Sevaks: 
1.Every Srivari Sevak should put Tirunamam/Tilakam or Kumkuma/Chandanam Bottu 
to identify as Hindu 
2.Srivari Sevaks should wear Scarves while on duty. 
3.Sevaks should be willing to perform duty at least for 8 hours daily. 
4.Sevaks are requested to attend Training Session compulsory at Asthana Mandapam 
or Seva Sadan at 7am on every Friday. 
5.No Temple duties will be provided to Srivari Sevaks. 
 
Dress Code for Srivari Sevaks: 
Srivari Sevaks participating in Srivari Seva must wear the following dress code. 
Women: Orange Colour Saree with Maroon Border. 
Men: White Pant and White Shirt.  

Under the Srivari Seva, Srivari Sevaks are free to choose any one of the following 
areas according to their interest and can offer their voluntary service. 

1.Annadanam, 2.Queue Lines, 3.Kalyana Katta, 4.Gardens, 5.Laddu Counters, 
6.Vaikunta Queue Complex, 7.Free Bus Service, 8.Pilgrims Amenities Complexes, 
9.Information Centres, 10.Vigilance, 11.Health, 12.Central Reception Office, 
13.Pushkarini, 14.Bus Stops and etc., 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EXCERPTS FROM VIDEOS ABOUT TONSURING: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO TIRUPATI - A KARMIC DEBT: 

Interviewer: “Why are you going inside?” (the tonsuring hall) 

female pilgrim: “I’m going to offer three strands of my hair to God. I made a vow, 
if my son passed his exams I would offer my hair. My wish has been granted so 
now I must honour my word to the Lord.” 

Interviewer: “Are you aware that your hair will be sold?” 

Female pilgrim: “That is of no consequence to me. The Lord borrowed money 
from Kubera and my offering helps the Lord to repay his loan. This gives me great 
satisfaction.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 



EXCERPT FROM THE DOCUMENTARY JUST EXTENSIONS: 

In the documentary “Just Extensions”, Ms. Hailes travels the world to look for top 
quality human hair to be used in hair extensions (the same hair that is used in 
extensions is used in wigs). Ms. Hailes travels to India and visits the tonsuring hall 
where she asks some Indian pilgrims why they tonsure their hair. 

Ms. Hailes: “Why did you cut your hair?” 

Pilgrim one: “For god.” 

Ms. Hailes: “Who has the scar?” 

Pilgrim 2: “God has the scar. The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar. And 
than god gives (blessing) to her. The pilgrim will come here, they will give their 
hair.  Than the hair will be… on his scar.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO TOP 5- TIRUPATHY TEMPLE’S HAIR 
RISING HAIR FACTS: 
 
Newscaster: “Lord Balaji or Srinivasa was once hit on his head by a cow herd. The 
injury caused a small portion of his head to go bald. Neela Devi, a Gandharva 
princess, saw this saying that a handsome face such as the Lords should not have 
a fault. She cut a portion of her hair and magically implanted it on his scalp. 
Seeing her devotion, Lord Srinivasa promised her that his devotees would offer 
hair to him and she in turn would be the recipient of their offerings.” 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandharva


EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO THE HAIR-BRAINED FASHION 
SCHEME MAKING BILLIONS OF DOLLARS: 

Newscaster: “Millions of Indians believe sacrificing their hair is the path to 
happiness… in their pursuit of good fortune many will make a very personal 
offering (their hair). Jihante, her husband and her sister are just three among  
the thousands making the pilgrimage today.” 

Jihante: “About five years ago I was unwell and I made a vow. So I come here to 
fulfil the vow.” 

Newscaster: “Jihante is honoring a promise to the god she believes healed her. 
She hasn’t anything more valueable to offer than her hair.” 

Jihante: “It’s no big deal so I can’t think about whether it’s beautiful or ugly. It’s 
an offering to God, and therefore I have to go through with it.” 

Newscaster: “Jihante knows what she is doing but she has no idea what will 
become of her hair. She’s not thinking about it.” 

Jihante: “We don’t know about that. We have offered it to God. What happens to 
it we don’t know.” 

Newscaster: “On this day the process is being replicated at hundreds of temples 
across Southern India. With each hour the pile of hair drying in the sun outside 
the temple grows. Thousands of heads will be shaved. Tons of hair will be 
gathered.” 

Jihante: “A woman is beautiful with hair and after offering the hair to God she’s 
still beautiful.” 

  

 

 



EXCERPT FROM THE VIDEO INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES PVT. LTD 
TANUKA, INDIA: 
Newscaster: “In this temple in Southern India, thousands of devotees are 
preparing to make a rather unusual offering. Some of them have waited years for 
this moment. Growing their hair before giving it to the gods. It is a sacred ritual 
for millions of hindus.” 

Woman 1: “My daughter was really sick. I vowed to donate my hair if she 
recovered.” 

Interviewer: “Do you know what will happen to your hair?” 

Woman 2: “No, I do not know but it will be offered  to the gods and that’s all that 
matters to me.” 

Newscaster: “Every Saturday thousands of pilgrims come to the Dwarka temple to 
be shaved by one of the 95 barbers that work here. The pilgrims leave behind 
kilos of hair. The temple has turned the pilgrims offerings in to an incredibly 
lucrative business. Once cut, the hair is collected and than stored by the temple. It 
is than exported around the world to be used in wigs and hair extensions.” 

 
 

 

 

 



EXCERPT FROM THE DOCUMENTARY GOOD HAIR BY CHRIS 
ROCK: 
Chris Rock: “Over 10 million people tonsure their hair every year. They tonsure 
their hair in exchange for the gods blessings.” 

Chris Rock asks a pilgrim at Tirumala: “Why do you tonsure your hair?” 

Pilgrim: “When he fulfilled my desires, I promised him I’d give him my hair.” 

Chris Rock: “Do you ever think about your hair?” 

Pilgrim: “No, no I don’t think. After making the promise of my hair I don’t think.” 

Chris Rock: “Are you thinking about seeing it again on somebody else?” 

Pilgrim: “No, no, no. He likes the hair too much.” 

Chris Rock: “God likes hair?” 

Pilgrim: “Yes.” 

Chris Rock: “Tonsure. That’s the word we keep hearing- tonsure. 85% of India’s 
population have had their hair shaved at least twice in a lifetime in a religious 
ceremony known as tonsure.” 

 

 

 

 



Transcribed Phone Interviews with Employees 
at the Tirumala Temple in India 

 
(Actual phone conversations were recorded. 

They took place November 2017.) 
 

To verify these conversations and hear the recording itself, 
please call 917-979-8800. Then press 49. 

 
 
Temple Employee 1: What information is it, Ma’am? 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: I wanted to know if, first of all, they say any special words of 
thank you or words of chanting to the gods? 
 
Temple Employee 1: At the time of tonsure? 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Yes, at the time of tonsure. 
 
Temple Employee 1: “Govinda.”  We have to pray to the god “Govinda” while tonsuring 
we can say “Govinda”.  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: People say “Govinda?” 
 
Temple Employee 1: Yes. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Is it considered a sacrifice to the god when they cut their 
hair? 
 
Temple Employee 1: Yea, Ma’am. Suppose, I pray to god to do something for me, then 
god solves it for me. Then after that, I can give my tonsure, I can give my hair to the 
god. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: So they’re giving their hair to the god? 
 
Temple Employee 1:  Suppose you have some desire. You’ve tried so many things. 
You have difficulties. You pray to god, “If that problem is solved then I can give you 
hair.” You can give it to the god. 
After the solving of this problem, you can give the hair to the god. That is an offering. 
You’re giving the hair to god.  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: So the hair is an offering to the god? 
 



Temple Employee 1: Yes.  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Do a lot of women come to tonsure, or is it more men? 
 
Temple Employee 1: Both are doing the tonsuring. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Ok, both are doing the tonsuring. Thank you so much. 
 
 
__________________ 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Do women come also to tonsure their hair? Or is it more 
men, or more women, or both? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes Ma’am, anyone can do it. In Tirumala everyone will tonsure. 
Even a child also. Men, women, everybody 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: The Indian people that come to get tonsured, are they 
praying to their god when they tonsure the hair? Is there a prayer that they say? Do they 
say something, “Govinda?” 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, yes. “Govinda." 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, they say “Govinda"  
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes Ma’am 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: What does “Govinda" mean? 
 
Temple Employee 2: It’s lord Balaji. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer:  Oh, so they are praying. They say “govinda.” 
My last 2 questions are, besides for “govinda,” the people that come, do they say any 
other prayer, or just “govinda?” 
 
Temple Employee 2: A number of names are there for Lord Venkateswara. Everyone 
praying in their way. Prayer differs from each and every person. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, everyone prays in their own way. And is it considered 
an offering to the god? Or a sacrifice to the god? The hair - when they cut their hair, is 
that considered a religious sacrifice? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, ma’am. 
 



Frum Jewish Interviewer: When the Indian men and women come to tonsure their 
hair, why do they sacrifice their hair to the god? 
 
Temple Employee 2: They’re in prayer, Ma’am. Normally, in the history everybody 
having some head weight. They will bend their head in front of the god itself. Removing 
hair means they will bend their head in front of the god, right? In front of the other 
person. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, so it means they are bending their head in front of the 
god? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, yes ma’am. They will bend their head and the reason they’re 
tonsuring there. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: But the hair itself is a gift to the god? The hair itself? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yeah, Ma’am. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Do you know how many people come to the temple every 
day? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, around 80,000. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: 80,000 people come every day?  
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes.  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Are there a lot of women that come also? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Are there a lot of temples that do tonsuring? Is this the only 
one, or are there other temples that also do tonsuring? 
 
Temple Employee 2: There are so many, Ma’am. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Wow, there are 80,000 people that come every day. That’s 
unbelievable. That would be a lot per year. 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, yes. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: And when they tonsure, do the barbers also say “Govinda”? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, ma’am. 
 



Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, they also say “Govinda,” wow. So they are all praying to 
“Govinda” when they cut their hair. 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: I just have one more question. Why do Indian men and 
women tonsure their hair? Do you know why? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Hair is beauty of human being. Do you believe that?  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Yes, hair is definitely beautiful. 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, hair is beauty of human being. By giving tonsure, we are 
giving our beauty to lord. We are sacrificing our beauty for blessing of god.  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: So you’re sacrificing the hair? 
 
Temple Employee 2: By sacrificing the hair, it means that, “god we are ready to give 
even our beauty for your blessing.” 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: Wow, so you give up your beauty for the blessing of god. 
And is the hair considered an offering for the god? Does it go to the god? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, it’s our beauty. Our hair is our beauty. We are sacrificing 
even our hair for blessing of god. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: And it’s for all blessings? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: And what blessings does the god give, anything the person 
needs? 
 
Temple Employee 2:  Yes all blessings. Any oath. 
If we think before the god, if it happened, we will tonsure. Okay? If you have to get any 
promotion, or you want to buy any vehicle, or whatever it may be, if it happened, we 
have to tonsure our hair. It is an oath. We are taking from God. 
“God, if I get this, I will tonsure my hair. Or if my child healthy, if he get ok, during health 
problems.” 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: When do they say “govinda?” Before they’re getting their 
hair cut? Or while their getting their hair cut? 
 
Temple Employee 2: All the time, “govinda.” It’s a chanting. 
 



Frum Jewish Interviewer: Oh, it’s a chanting. So people will say it when they’re getting 
their hair tonsured, they’ll say “govinda?” 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes.  
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: So they’re praying to the god the whole time? 
 
Temple Employee 2: Yes, ma’am. 
 
Frum Jewish Interviewer: This is very helpful, thank you so much for all your help. 
 
 

To verify these conversations and hear the recording itself,  
please call 917-979-8800. Then press 49. 

 

 

THE PICTURE BELOW SHOWS IMAGES OF IDOLS ON THE WALLS OF A TONSURING HALL: 


