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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show

| really enjoy your program, in regards to your current shows about the Shaitel
controversy, | understand that you are going to get into the Hashkafa of wearing a
Shaitel which | assume means Shaitel vs. Tichel,

As a Lubavitcher Chossid | wanted to let you know about the Lubavitcher Rebbes Zt"|
Shita: that not only is a (Tzniusdige) Shaitel permitted, but it is encouraged
(Hashkaficaly) and I think that would be an interesting angle to show. Though | can't
advise which Lubavitcher Rav in particular to reach out to.

A Gutte Voch and lots of Hatzlachal!

Berel Goldberg

| apologize beforehand for not having the Makoros.

It's written that if someone is very sick, and he doesn’t think he will survive from Pesach
to Shavuos, than he shouldn’t start Sefiras Haomer (so he shouldn’t make Brocha
Levatala). And we answer, that we should have Bitochin and not try figuring out when
Hashem will take us.

Question: if somebody messed up with his Sefira three years in a row (Chazakah) (or
maybe 10+ years), could he start counting sefira? Knowing that he will end up making a
Brocha Levatala!

And | heard a answer from Harav Zvi Ryzman from Los Angeles. On the Inyan of a
twelve month period, that we start anew. Then he asked, if he messed up on the 20th
day (or whichever Sefira date), till next year Sefira, then it's not a full 12 month?

(No problem for a leap year).

Yossi Pinson



Dear Mr. Lichtenstein,

My brother-in-law sent me your first and second podcast on the return of the Sheitel
controversy. This is a topic I've been researching for several months, now. | was
pleased that this topic was being given exposure on a line such as yours, but appalled
to hear how skewed, biased and rude your treatment of some of the speakers was,
especially if they were not in line with your pre-conceived practical and Halachic

impressions.

| composed (most of) this email after listening to part one, and my husband felt it was
too harsh to send to you, that you wouldn't read it. | also get the impression you are
sick of this issue, and would like to bury it under the table.

As part of my investigations I've been in contact with a number of people who have
done far more extensive research than me, and are not on the list of your guest
speakers. I've also been in contact with the actual temple, as well as a large number of
hair sellers, Jewish and non-Jewish. No, I'm not a Posek and would never want the
Achrayis of Paskening on such a major issue, and | wonder that you take such a
relaxed attitude to being Matir what may truly be problematic wigs, and make such sport
of interrupting and minimizing those who are willing to bring this information to the
public. This is a HARD EMOTIONAL ISSUE for many women, and the best thing we
can do for them is to help them come to terms with the fact that there may be an actual
problem, before the Rabbonim and Gedolim re-issue a Psak on the matter.

Following are some points I'd like to bring to your attention:

The information given by Rabbi Kuber was incomplete, and I'm not sure if his numbers
are accurate. The Inyan of Takroves Avoda Zara is not something justified by Rov, as
there is no Bitul. There's a lot more to the Inyan of people being allowed to take the hair
away with them, the information | have totally contradicts what Rabbi Kuber said, and I'd
be interested in his contact details. If the hair for the Chinese hair market isn't coming
from Indian temples, he never gave any concept of just where it IS coming from, as
there aren't many populations selling such long hair lengths in any significant amounts
as the Temples do. Also the various non-Jewish sellers | spoke to either openly told me
that their hair is originally from Indian Temples, or corrected the presumption that the



hair was actually European, etc. with the fact that it's only European STYLE. | have this
documented, and it is similar to the findings of Rabbi Pashkez in the second installment.

With Rabbi Friedman's information, he doesn't mention the following Metzius | picked up
on: there are Westernized Hindus, Buddhists, and simple Hindus. The first 2 categories
are the minorities of those using the temples, and may have a Westernised/less A"Z
type of view, but it is clear that the simple Hindus are giving over their hair in a way that
gives the hair the status of Takroves Avoda Zara. Amongst my searches | found a
source (a lawsuit) from the 1980s where the Temple barbers had been saving the hair
from the dustbin, and selling it. The Temple sued to clarify that the hair really belonged
to them, and the court judged in favor of the Temple, saying that it had been forgotten
that the hair really belongs to the gods. Yes, it's ridiculous. Avoda Zara is ridiculous, but
there are halachic repercussions. Your perspective is the Buddhist view. It is not the
simple Hindu view. Also important is that the Buddhists tonsure regularly so their hair is
unlikely to be used in wigs, but the simple Hindus tonsure only a few times in their lives,
and are donating the very long "caucasian" hair that is valued for wigs. A shame you

kept cutting off Rabbi Friedman, as his points sound clear and strong.

| get the impression that for public relations, the Buddhist view is better understood by
Westerners, and seem to be the source for many explanations given by their public
relations departments, though simple answers were more like "to god"... which
god? "Any god" oops.

Regarding Emma Tarlo's piece, | don't know what she's talking about. Someone told me
that her hair research was funded by people who wanted to sweep the bad name of
Temple hair away. Nowadays, it seems there are idols in the cutting room, that weren't
there in the past. (Funded by extensive hair sales). lronically it certainly isn't Emma
Tarlo who decides what is considered Takroves Avoda Zara. Hair brushing processed
hair isn't used in good wigs. Emma makes no mention of mafia hair which is most likely
to be processed Indian hair which will fetch a decent price and make it worthwhile to
black market Indian hair in that way. Emma seems to have certain interests and
fascinations about the hair industry and will gladly tout herself as the world hair expert,
but there are definite limitations to her research. (From where does the long hair in large
guantities come from if not India?) | am also under the impression that Rabbi Landau of



Bnei Brak did NOT give a Hechsher to Brazilian hair (but looked into the option)
because there was too much Indian hair being sold off as Brazillian in South America. |
do not understand from that that he allows Indian hair, opposite to Ms Tarlo's
perception. | did not read her whole book, but what | have read, it is clear she is
somewhat of an anti-Semite, making Leitzonus of Orthodox Judaism and the
seriousness with which we take these issues, and | object to the Chanifus with which
you promoted her and her book on your line. She has too many Negios and

contradictions to be taken seriously in light of Psak Halacha.

There is a tremendous amount | can add, though it seems to me that the more
knowledgeable people are, the less seriously you take them, whereas those who come
with a few conjectures and Leitzanus, presumably also telling you opinions you'd like to
hear, they get uninterrupted time on your show.

Some questions you ask are quite good, but considering how skewed these recordings
are, | suggest you either give more time to the people who really know and have done

the research, or take down the recordings altogether.

What is most bothersome to me is that this issue is so so difficult for so many people to
start with, that by skewing it, making light of it, and giving Kovod to parties that don't
have a full grasp of the Halachos, you are guilty of making the problem worse.

Perhaps your show will give some time to the ORIGINAL Sheitel Contoversy: whether

wigs may be worn in public in the first place!

May you merit to be Mezakeh Klal Yisroel, and not, Ch"V the opposite!
Thank you for reading until the end!

Susanne Herskine

My insomnia is keeping me tossing in bed, so | just remembered a question for that guy
who is India now to ask the temple people. | want to Tayna that maybe it is Pashut that
its Muttar for a new reason, that it has nothing to do with Shviras Makel. Why? Because
perhaps they don't require the action of cutting. Meaning, we need to be similar to



Shechita, that means the action of cutting is part of the Avodah. But let's say they would
accept the hair just the same if it fell out, or if it was cut not Lsheim AZ, so then the
action of cutting wouldn't be part of the Avodah, it would just be the a necessary step to
get it off the head.

So the question to ask is does the hair have to be cut with the intention of "sacrifice" to
the AZ? What if | shaved my head for a different reason, can | still bring the hair as a
"sacrifice" into the Bais AZ?

Even if the answer is that it must be done Lsheim AZ, it's not a proof Lechumrah,
because the Yesod could still be ego-removal etc. but if you cut the hair for some other
reason, there is no ego-removal and it isn't good for the AZ, but if the answer is that it is
still good, so then the whole tonsuring isn't part of the "sacrifice" Avodah, even if there is

a sacrifice happening.

Shlomie Dickman

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstien,

Someone has sent me this email. | thought you may find it of interest:
| wonder what they are basing themselves on.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/jun/25/india.theobserver

And The Observer has uncovered evidence that village women across India are being
increasingly targeted for their sought after waist-length tresses, mainly by unscrupulous
agents hired by small-time exporters who, in an attempt to bypass the Hindu temples'
monopoly in the market, are offering husbands less than $10 a time for their wives' hair
and, in more extreme circumstances, forcing women to shave their heads.

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-37781147

But very rarely will you see hair from China advertised - even though that's where most
of it is from. China is the biggest exporter and importer of human hair and harvests huge

amounts from its own population.


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/jun/25/india.theobserver
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-37781147

"All over Asia, long-haired women will save the hair that comes out when they comb or
wash it and once they've got a few years' worth they'll sell it to the pedlars who go
around these neighbourhoods calling out for hair."

| could find more articles, but if you do some checking, it's actually pretty clear that
temple hair is only one sort of hair being marketed - and that's generally NOT hidden,
because that's considered "good" hair. Comb waste is totally not an issue, since no one
is collecting that for the religion.

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac

Thank you very much for your program, | enjoy it immensely. | don’t see the Shaitel
debate coming to an agreement, | have two stories which | have a question.

A lawyer in Miami got inspired in Hindu, and he gave a friend of mine his Porsche, some
high end suits and his expensive watches, to rid himself from material possessions to
be pure by the Hindu God. Are these things considered idolatry?

A group of Christians see the mother Mary on a tree in my neighborhood in Los
Angeles, and they come by to worship the tree. Is the owner of that house machuiv to
get rid of tree?

Thank You

Yossi from Los Angeles

While speaking with Rabbi Pashkez, you mention the Rambam about nnTiay 0T which
seems to apply that the priests decide how the idol is served. But can that be speaking
about a Yid. In other words, breaking a stick in front of an idol that nnTiay 07 is to wave
a stick is not Avoda Zara (although it is nanpn). However, if some non-Jews decide to
serve that same idol by breaking a stick, wouldn't that switch nnTiay 071 (or at least
complicates matters)?
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| recently listened to the Indian hair Sheitel discussion. | understood the point that it
seems that the entire head shaving is just a purification, but I'm not getting how that fits
into the legend of the bald deity. Wouldn't that make it sound like there is some kind of
gift being given? | understand that according to Hindu rules that wouldn't make sense
since this ceremony is not following the rules, but if so what is it doing then?

S Kaver
Chazon Ish Yoreh Deah 62:21

Is Hinduism avodah zara or is it spirit worship and worst possibly nim? Would this

uproot the question of forbidding Indian temple hair?
Thank you,

Yonasan

Very though provoking show.

A few things | want to add to the discussion:



1. Even though the experts stressed the removal of ego involved, none of the experts
out rightly said that the legend that is all over the internet was not true. Unless they are
willing to say that, most likely both reasons are true. They are both giving the hair to
their Avodah Zara and getting rid of their ego. I'm not sure why one of them being the
"primary” reason would make a difference, or how we would evaluate that. The question
then becomes what is the Halacha of something that was meant as a gift for an Avoda
Zara and something else, simultaneously.

2. One person on the show mentioned that one can send their hair in from abroad to be
put in the hundi. There seems to be a lot of discussion about this online, with most
people agreeing that it is considered a good thing to do, even though Lechatchila one
should come in person. This is a very important point that was not further discussed.
How would one explain that, if not as a gift to the Avodah Zara?

3. This website ( http://www.morethanshipping.com/human-hair-export/ ) mentions, Msiach Lefi

Tumo, that "Even the Chinese industry mixes some Indian hair to improve the quality of
the hair it sells.” If it is true that it is common to mix Indian temple hair with other hair in
a wig and given the numbers mentioned on the show it is entirely possible that Rov of
Sheitels have at least some Temple hair. This seems like an important point that needs
to be looked into.

4. Even if only 15-20% of all hair comes from Indian Temples that includes all types of
hair including blonde, red etc. and virtually all hair coming from India is black or dark
brown. If someone purchases a Sheitel that fits the criteria of potentially being from
India (black or dark brown, high end,...), simple probability would say there can easily
be a 60-70% chance it came from temple hair.

Kol Tuv,

Shraga Silver


http://www.morethanshipping.com/human-hair-export/

Shalom,

Attached is this past weeks Maamar from Rav Shternbuch. There is a section about
the Indian Sheitel controversy with new information from somebody who went there

to do more research.

| was curious if you were aware of this and/or if you have thoughts about this; some
of what they say doesn't seem to fit with what was described by those you

interviewed.
Thank you for all your work- Tizku I'Mitzvos,

Gidon Schneider


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PIfGIt24TWG1IcjQRWnLkleoy7bcxvfD/view?usp=sharing

Hi Dovid,

| was recently told about your show and have begun listening to it and thus far I've really
enjoyed what I've heard.

| wanted to address a couple of points from some of the Shiurim | have listened to.

You've had several Shiurim regarding Giyus and the demonstrations, HaPeleg
HaYerushalmi, etc. In one of them you interviewed, | believe it was, Harav Eichenstein
Shlit"a, and | have to say that some of the questions you posed to him made me cringe.
It's not that | found the questions themselves to be objectionable; | just felt (quite
strongly) that you were directing them to the wrong person. Basically you asked Rav
Eichenstein in several different ways if he could explain the philosophy of "the other
Shita," is what they're doing hypocritical, etc.

When you are attempting to present an objective look at a controversial topic, | think it's
unfair to ask someone to explain a position that he clearly does not agree with. | think
it's unfair to him (at one point | believe Rav Eichenstein said "I don't have to answer
their Hashkafah"), but | find it's particularly unfair towards the one about whom the
guestion is being asked - something akin to |'T 7va 192 X7w NITY 0720 'KX. | should
make it clear that | found your treatment of the representatives of Satmar and activism
against Giyus to be very respectful and fair. Nevertheless, | feel that it was inappropriate

to ask those questions to Rav Eichenstein.

Another point | wanted to address is a concept that was referred to a few times, namely
the spiritual Sakanah that is involved in going to the IDF. | am not Chas V'chalila coming
to argue with Rav Eichenstein or any of the Gedolim from that world, and | have a
tremendous amount of respect for them. However, as someone who learned in a
Hesder Yeshiva and served in a combat unit (not Nachal Chareidi) together with other
nia'w' 11 (Bnei Yeshivot), | feel uncomfortable when | hear the army described in this

way.

Just to cite a few examples: during training we were given more time for Shacharit than
is spent in many 6:00 Minyonim that I've attended, and someone always had a Dvar
Halachah to say afterwards; during training, whenever we went home for Shabbat,



that Sunday when we returned, the army brought in a Rav or a Ram from one of the
yeshivot to give a shiur; though there were female soldiers on our training base, we had
virtually no contact with them, they ate at different times or in a different dining room,
etc.; on Sukkot, whoever wanted could sleep in the Sukkah (except when we were
stationed right outside Gaza and there was a fear of rockets). These are just a few of
my own personal experiences. When | finished my regular service, | continued to learn
in yeshiva/kollel for nine years. And | am not unique in this regard. Torah and vyirat
Shamayim are baruch HaShem alive and flourishing even among those that have
served in the IDF.

Parenthetically, perhaps this might be an interesting topic for one of your Shiurim (if you
have not done it already - I'm sorry, | am not familiar yet with all of them) - to interview
representatives of the Chareidi community and members of Hesder/Gush Emunim, etc.

To conclude, | really enjoy listening,n7xn1 n7y ,n> 1w !

Hi, | really enjoy listening to your program. Lately in the Frum community we have been
seeing a growth in people with medical illnesses seeking alternative approaches. |
would be very fascinating to listening to both sides of the argument through the eyes of
Halacha and Hashkafa.

Kol Tuv, Sholom.

Rabbi S. Bloom
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October 20, 1989

Judy Resnick

213 Dane Hall

22 Everett Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Judy,

Thank you for your letter of inquiry on the South Indian
tonsure practices. They are not, strictly speaking, called
"Dravidian Hindus". Most are Valsnavas, those who worship
Visnu in one form or another.

There are several major pilgrimage shrines in India where
tonsure is part of the personal preparation for worship.
The primary such shrine is Tirupati in Southern Andhra
Pradesh. It is a hilltop shrine and has a flourishing and
very clear, well-organized support structure. On festival
days 20-30,000 pilgrims come to Tirupati.

There are "hair offering" centers at Tirupati, as it is a
common vow to undergo complete tonsure before worship at the
temple. These large barbershops are in the bazaar, not in
the temple, and are run by barbers not priests. Halr is
never presented in the temple precincts at all: Indeed it
would be highly impure to do so, and the point of tonsure in
Hindu culture, as in many others, is to purify oneself
completely before presenting oneself in devotion to the
1ir{o) ol Les

The first haircut of a child is often a complete tonsure and
is usually done at a religious center if at all possible.
Tonsure also accompanies life cycle rites, such as the
initiation of an adolescent into sacred learning (the
counterpart to bar mitzwvah) and death rites. The widespread
tonsure of men, women, and children -- indeed the whole
family -- is practiced only at major pilgrimage centers such
as Tirupati, Palni, Simhachalam, etc.

The hair which has been cut off has no religious value
whatsocever. It is the tonsured, purified person who enters
the temple, not the hair. At Tirupati, where there is so



much discarded hair, the hair is sold for wigs, which is the
concern, as vou know, of Orthodox Jews. I have spoken with
several rabbis about this issue and assured them that the
rite of tonsure is a totally "secular" rite, so to speak,
like bathing and putting on fresh clothes, before entering
the temple for the worship of God.

I hope I have answered your guestions. Please feel free to
call if you have further questions.

Sincerely,
Diana Eck, Professor of

Comparative Religion and
Indian Studies

03 :Dravhin



Interview With Dr. Anand Mohan

(transcript of tape)

Q: I need to know about the custom prevalent among the
Dravidian Hindus mostly in Southern India in the Madras
region, where on certain occasions they cut off their
hair and bring it to the temple. Are you familiar with
such a custom?

A: They don’t cut off the hair and bring it to the
temple; they usually cut it at the temple itself, and

offer the hair.

Q: They offer the hair?
A: Yes.

Q: They offer the hair to whom? Do they offer it to the
god or to the priest or what?

A: Well, they don’t really offer it to anybody in that
sense. I mean, the offering, the redeeming, they offer
a vow to do away with something they consider most
precious, most wvaluable, and 1if they have beautiful
hair, if that is the most wvaluable thing they have, so
they take a vow that if whatever happens, they will
give away this most prized possession. So you Jjust go
there and get rid of the hair. It’s not a question of
offering it physically in a tangible way to somebody or
the other.

Q: I see. And the cutting of the hair is not a way of
worshipping the god or something like that?



A: No, no, it’s just the redeeming of a pledge.

Q: I see. And the cutting off of the hair - does that
have to be done in the temple?
A: Ah, well, usually they go to the temple, you know,

there is a large amount of land around the temple.

Q: So they go to the temples and cut off the hair
there?

A: Yes.

Q: And does the hair get cut off by the priest or by
the barber?
A: No, by the barber.

Q: There are barbers in the temples?

A: Right, not in the temples, outside the temples.

Q: You mean the temple owns a Dbarbershop on 1its
grounds?

A: No, it's not a barber shop, it’s just, you cut.

Q: You cut outside the temple. What do they do with the
hair?
A: Ah, the hair is then cleaned, and then exported to

America.

Q: Really?
A: Sure, what do you think?



Q: I don’t know, but..

A: They all come as wigs.

Q: And what about when a child gets his first haircut?
A: Same thing.

Q: Same thing. It’s also not a sacrifice.
A: Ah, well, I can’t get the thrust of your

[questions].

Q: You see, I'm doing research about the Hindu
religion, about their customs, and I must know if the
Hindus believe that they sacrifice their hair to the
god, or they offer it up to the god, and I want to know
about the cutting of the hair, if the cutting is a way
they worship the god, because

A: No, no, no, no.

Q: There are certain religions that would cut their
hair, and the cutting of the hair itself was an act of
worship to the god, such as bowing down or slaughtering
an animal.

A: No, nothing like that.

Q: Nothing like that.

A: Somebody else may come and throw in a diamond
earring in an offer, or a gold bangle, or a gold chain.
There are numerous ways which you can offer what you
consider very valuable [to] a person. But for somebody
whose most precious thing is long, silken hair, that’s

what they offer.



Q: Let’s take the gold and the diamonds. Where does
that go?

A: There’s a huge collection of boxes, or deposits.

Q: The temple keeps it?
A: Well, the temple keeps it, invests it, uses it as

money, you know.

Q: And probably the money that the hair is sold for
also goes to the temple.

A: It also goes to the temple, yes.

Q: So in other words, this is a way of donating money
to the temple.
A: In effect, yes.

Q: But it’s not like an offering to a god in the sense
of a sacrifice, like in the Bible they made sacrifices,
you know, where they would take an animal and slaughter
it on an alter.

A: No, no, no, no.

Q: They don’t put the hair on any sort of an alter?

A: No, no, no.

Q: The just give 1t to the priest and the priest sends
it to the importer.

A: Right. In fact, barberry is considered unclean.
That’s why 1it’s done outside in the precinct of the

temple . . . not 1in the temple, but on the temple



grounds. And then, one goes and has a bath to cleanse

yourself.

Q: It’s like a ritual bath?
A: Yeah, well, it’s a regular bath, it’s nothing. Then
after you take your bath and you are clean then you can

go inside the temple.

Q: And they just give the hair to the priest? Do they
say any prayers?

A: No, they don’t give it to the priest. It’s all
collected outside the temple.

Q: So the hair never goes into the temple?

A: Never, never.

Q: Let me ask you something. Why do the priests get the
money for this? Why can’t the people themselves sell
it? Is there any law . . .?

A: No, the priests don’t sell it!

Q: The priests don’t sell it?
A: No. The priests have no function in the
administrative office of the temple. The trustees do

that.

Q: The trustees sell it. Is there any law that the
profits for the hair have to accrue to the benefit of

the temple?



A: Well, insofar as they are offered within the temple

precinct on the temple grounds, on temple property

Q: But 1is there any law that it has to be offered
within the temple property?

A: No, no, there is no law at all. Nothing like it.

Q: Why would the people agree to give the money to the
temple as opposed to taking it themselves?

A: Well, what’s the point of it then? You aren’t giving
it away; you are making a profit out of it then. What
is the sanctity of saying, “Well, if this happens, I’11

(4

offer my hair,” and then you want to profit form that!

Q: Okay, then why can’t they just cut to off and throw
it in the garbage?

A: Well, Dbecause you say you are offering to the
presiding deity at that particular temple, so there’s

no point in throwing it in the garbage!

Q: I see. They do offer it to accrue to the benefit of
the temple.

A: Of course, but in the olden days nobody did that.
Okay, a hundred years ago or a couple of hundred years

ago you would just throw it in the garbage.

Q: They used to throw it in the garbage.
A: Of course. That’s because it had no use. Then some
smart Americans must have gotten there and said, “Ah,

there’s a lot of money!”



Q: The temples wused to throw it 1in the garbage.
A: Yes.

Q: Then some smart Americans started importing it.
Because I do know there are some exporters in Bombay
and Madras that export temple hair.

A: Of course! I am not kidding - it’s a fact! They have
made beautiful expensive wigs. And they are exported to

the United States.

Q: And do the people who offer up the hair know where
it eventually ends up?

A: No.

Q: They don’t know?
A: They just come there

Q: So in other words the exporters know, and the people
in America know, but the ones giving the hair don’t
know where their hair is going.

A: They don’t have to. Their function is done when they

are leaving the pledge. The are not interested

Q: So they think that the air is going to go into the
garbage.

A: No, they don’t thin of anything! They Jjust kept
their vow and they gave their pledge, that’s it.





