STAR-K KOSHER CERTIFICATION axKkn oo xaT niawaon T 31

Since the Star-K ofien receives questions negarding the use of electric shavers,
this article will address the halachic concerns of remeving one’s fackal hair. The
Torah swates “TIPY NKg DR TR B OOWRY Ak wERnD #)r°, De not roond the
corners of eme's head, and do not destroy the comer of one's beard (20 w95m). The
Torah comtimaes, “wire 17 D3Py mey® (> 599 and the comner of one’s beand
they shall not shave.

What are the actions of lorbidden [acial halr removal? The Mishae in Do
discusses which methads of removing [sckal hair are lorbidden. nopn, “roanding®,
refers 1o the complete removal of hair from the temple area, Whereas the terms
mim, “shaving™, and rnmen, “destroying” refer to forbidden forms of removing
one's beard

The Mishna does not alfer a practical explanation of these actions. Da these
terms refer to the cutting of hair vsing different types of shaving implements, or
de these actions refer to different degrees of hair removal sing the same shaving
implement? There is much discussion about these concepts amongst halachic
anthorities, yet the consensus of opindon is that these forbidden vioktions of napn,
riom, and rovrven are achieved by using shawing implements that have different
cotting abilities to cut one's facial hadr.

The shaving implements that are discussed in 508 1800 T Tr 1RO are:

oo = scissors, & dual edged cutting instrament whose blades work in
nnison o remove hair growth. Scissors generally do not have the abdliny te cun
the hair clase 1o the skin.

W ~ the razor sharp straight-edged blade that is an extremely efficient means
of hair remerval

W PES DY = a scissor or seissor-like instrument that delivers a closer cut,

which is similar to but not as effective as 2 5on,

As mentioned earbier, there are varied opinions amongst the Poskim as to which
shaving instruments are permitted o be used 1o cut & particular area of hair growth.
Putting the merits of having or keeping long s aside, regarding the shaving
of the temple area, halachic authorities are generally in agreement that scissors,
because they do not give a close cut, would be permissible 1o be wsed for the mew
area and would not qualify as a violation of wswn nopn, Cutting one’s MR with
& razaor is forbidden. Therefore, taking a razor-cut haircut in the 7S area would
constitute & violation of napn, wm pus ooon, for example & pair of clippers,
Is questionable. The Shulcham Anech says we should take a siringent rather than
lenient position with scissordike instruments. Therefore, sciseors would be the

only permissible shavimg instroment to trim the temple anes.
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Ome of the trademarks of the Swar-K is that it
encourages its staff to respond to consamer kashris
inquiries. All ton often, after eating & yummy teat, &
consumer will notee a seemingly questionable item
listed on the wrapper's ingredient panel. They will
then call the Star-K hotline in s frantic state becanse
they fear they may have eaten somnething non-kosher,
only o learn that they most lkely mistook the
ingredient for something clse or that the ingredient
has & hosher counterpart. The following is & lst of
commonly questioned ingredients that regularly
appear on the labels of popular feods that we eat.

ACETIC ACID or GLACIAL ACETIC ACID i an acid
that can be produced, either chemically from the
ranversion of aleohnol W acetic srid, or :rnr]urim]l:}'.
This ingredient i the sour component of vinegar.
Acetic acid i used as a preservative or a flavoring agent
in pickles, catsup, mayonnaise and giardinera. Matural
acetic acid i calles ﬁn:ﬂnﬂ'mﬂr&q_uhu reliable kosher
certification for ].H:--:mu'rﬂ and Passover use.
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COMTIRUED PECKM PAGE 1

AGAR or AGAR AGAR iz a gum obtained from seaweed. Agar
functions as a gel 1o hold foods ogether. 1 is used in icing, froit

dlessaeris and glazes.
ARTIFICIAL COLORS - 5¢¢ FDizC Colorants

ASCORBIC ACID or VITAMIN C is a vitamin esseniial to maimtaining
the body's resistance w mfection. [0 has many food ingredient
applications, including vse as a supplement in bevernges, as an
antiosicdant o increase shell life in canned and frozen loods, or
as a dough conditioner. Ascorbic acid is typleally fermenved from
graite, snch as corn.

BEET EXTRACT ¢not i be confused with beel
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DIGLYCERIDE, an emulsifier, i3 & combination al Ell!l!:r acids and
alyeeral. (see Glyeerol.  similardy, mono-glyceride and tri-glyeeride
combine the same components, the difference being that ‘mons
combines one Gy acid, i’ combines vwo, and ‘td° three, Often,
ingredients list ‘mone’ and it glyceride wogether, Mona' and ‘dif
alveeride lave a wide array of wees including ice cream, margarine,
and peanut butter stabilizers, o name a few. They are a basic
ingredient in shortening, baking mixes and colfes whiteners
Mo’ and i’ glyceride can be kosher or non-kesher and reguire
reliable kosher cenification

ETHYLENED |AMINETETRAACETATE is a chemical that
willl make moast spelling champions quiver. 1t is also known

extract) is a natural red colorant that is wsed
in A concentrates] powdered Torm 1o color
beverages, vogurt and candies

CALCIUM STEARATE - See Stearic Acid.

CALCIUM STEARDYL LACTYLATE, a dough
conditioner and emulsiber. 1t is a prodoct

Liradg S 10 bolcbars {0
Sarandgn Py Caton shoat {4

as EDTA which = sdded to margarine, mayonnaise, or
vegetable spreads o prevent ¢l Irom becoming rancid

ERYTHOREBIC ACID or SODIUM ERYTHORBATE s a foud
preservative wsed in delicatesen meats 1o preserve s
colar, and s help prevent color and lavor deterioration
in froits. Erythorbic acid can be dedived from kbnyos

ol lnctic acid and stearic acid which is then
nentralized into a  calciwm salt. Sodiwm
stearoyl 2 Lactylate s similar te calcinm
stearoyl  lactylate.  These  ingredients  are
generally wsed 1o increase dough volume and

and coold be a problem iF used in Kosher for Pasover
products

ETHYL ALCOHOL or ETHANOL is commonly kmown
as aloohed or gmin alcohol. Ethyl aloehael can be deried
through matwral lermentation of grain, petrolewm, or the

reduce the prochng time dough needs to rise.

They are alse used as an emulsiber in rozen
cpg whites. These products require reliable
kasher certification,
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CARMINE - see Cochineal. Wi Sy ik i e
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CASEINATE can be combined with calciom,
sadium, or petassivm o form Calcinm
Caseinate, Sodium Caseinate, or Poiassivm
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enzymatic hypdralysis of cellulase, Ethyl alcohal has & wide
variety of applications, [rom beverages o pharmaceuticals
te cosmetics. Ethyl alcohol requires kosher certification,
cspecially in Kaesher for Passover praducts,

FD&C COLORAMTS {red, green, blue, yellow} or
ARTIFICIAL COLORS are kosher synuhetic colors. FD&C
stands for food, drog and cosmerics. Mamral colors
div ot bear FIsC designation. FDMeC colors can be
manufactured in dispersions, such as glycerin, which

Caseinate,  Caseinate  is  produced by
newiralizing casein, a milk protein with
sodivm  hydroxide.  Caseinates are used

as emulsibers and protein fortibers in

products such as colfee whiteners, cereals,

whipped toppings and American processed

cheese. (See Kashrus Kurronis article, “Fating
Her Curds Mo Way". )

CITRIC ACID is an ackd and antioxidam
prodwced by ermentation of crude sugars, such
as molases o corn. U can be produced by extraction

from lemon and limes, however, this exmraction method is generally
ol wsed omoan indoserial level. Chirde ackd has many ingredien
applications. 11 ks used as an acidulent in fruin drinks, corbonated
beverages and jellies, and as an antioxidant in instant polaboes, as
well as in the procssing of fresh froies and vegetables,

COCHINEAL or CARMINE is a matural red colorant extracted Irem
thie dried bodies of the coceus cactl insect which produces a highly
stable matural red dye. Major kashnes agencies de not consider
cochineal er carming as a kosher colorant,

COLLAGEN, a protein found in the bones and connective tissues
of animals, is the principal ingredient used 1o make gelatin. (e
Gelatin. )

CREAM OF TARTAR is the acid potassium salt of tartaric acid. It is
created through the heating of argel, the sediment formed on the
walls of fermented wine barrels, and potassium carbonate, Cream
of tartar is 4 colorless crystal white powder, and it is vsed in haked

goods, icing, and candy.
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wioriled require reliable kosher centification.

GELATIN is a
jelling agent derived
fromcallagen. Col-
lagen is obiained
from beel bones, call or pork skins. Gelatin requires very
relisble kosher certification. Consumers may ke mislesd by
the statement kesher-gelatin or k-gelatin in the ingrediem
statement. Products bearing kasher gelatin muost bear a reliable
kasher certibeation. Gelatin is an essential ingredient in marshmallows,
aummy candies, and gelatin capsules or gelcaps, (For a full discussion
of gelatin, see “Getting Into the Thick of Things; Gelatin™}

GLYCERIN or GLYCEROL, a syrapy sweet liquid, is found in many
[ and pharmacentical produces, 10k nsed o mainiain moisione
content and prevent food from deying oot w create the syrupy
liguid one mstes in cough medicine, and in salad dosssings,
candies, and bakery goods, Glyeerin is a polyol that may be derived
from natral sources, both animal or vegetable, and can also be
produced synthetically. This is a very kosher-sensitive ingredient
becanse there is o discernable difference betwesn the animal,
vegelable or synthetic versions. Glycerin reguires reliable kosher
certification.

GRAPE SKIN EXTRACT is a colorant that is extracted from the
grape skins after the julce is pressed oot of the grapes. 1t contains
the same componenis as grape juice, but in different proportions.
Comman practice among U5, kosher certiication agencies is not
te wse grape skin extract as a colorant.
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CONTIHUED FROM MAGE 1 -

GRAPE SEED QIL {8 ewtracted from dried grape seeds. Sinee ol
canmot be pressed ont of modst grape seeds, the grape seeds need
to be perfectly dry before extraction. Drled grape seeds no longer
have any stam yetmon (non-kosher wine) concerns. However the
method of drying has to be monitored to see that the grape seeds
have been dried properly before processing. (See Kashnes Kurrents
article, *The Grapes of Worth™).

GUAR GUM, obtained from a seed of a guar plant, is a thickener
wsed in dairy products, bakery goods, and beverages.

HIGH FRUCTOSE CORN SYRUP (HFCS), a corn derlvative, 1= a
sweetener widely used in soft drinks, canned foates, frolt juices,
and frozen desserts. Through the vse of enzymes and bydrochloric
acld , the corn starch is conwverted into a sweetener.

HYDROGENATED VEGETABLE OIL, is wegetable odl imto which
hydrogen has been introduced. This gives the vegetable ol a
moTe sold comsistency and a higher melting polnt. Hydrogenated

vegetable ol is vsed in baking, cooking and frylng and requires
reliable kosher certification. (5ee Vegetable CHL)

HYDROLYZED VEGETAELE PROTEIN is a wheat gluten or cormn,
beets, soy or cottomsesd derbratlve. The components of the HYP
conslst of monosodivm ghitamate, aming aclds and salt. Generally
uwsed as a flavor enhancer, HYP is found in soups, meat and pouliny
products, and sauces. HVF requires reliable kosher certification.

INVERT SUGAER iz a sweetener that is a combination of dexirose
(cotn sweetener) and fractose (frult sugar). Soft drinks are

generally sweetened with inwert sugar syrup.

LACTIC ACID functioms as a flavor agent, preservative and acidity
adjuster. Generally, lacticacid is produced synthetically, but it ey
dlso be dertved from grains such & corn. It 1s used in olwes to
prevent spodlage, and in spreads and salad dressings. Lactic acld &=
generally pareve, not to be confused with lactose which s a dalry
Eugar.

LACTOSE & a milk sugar. It 15 used as an ant-<aking agent and a
cartler for other ingredients such as vitamins or medications. This
dalry ingredient may ako be vsed as a sweetener.

LECITHIN, a soybean dertwative, 1s an emulsifier. Ik 1= used
extensively in chocolates to control the flow of ingredients. It =
also used to ermalstfy and blend the tngredients of margatine and
shortening. Lectthin is a Elindyoes derlvatbve and is mot wsed in
Kosher for Passover productions.

LOCUST BEAN GUM or CAROE GUM is obtalned from the seed
of the locust bean tree. 1t 1= used in cream cheese, ioe cream, and
bakery goods.

MAGNESIUM STEARATE - 5ee Stearlc Acid

MALT or MALTED EARLEY is produced by sprouting barley and
drying the sprowted grain to obtaln enzymes wsed to convert starch
into sugar. In tts Hquid state, malted barley s used as a baslc favor
component in cereal. In solid form, it 1= 8 basic ingredient of beer
and lquor.

MONOGLYCERIDE OR MOMO-DIGLYCERIDE - Sex Diglyceride.

MONOSODIUM GLUTAMATE (M5G) is produced through a
fermentation process of molasses or beets and 1s a Qavor enhancer
in soups, meats and saaces. MS5G reqmires rellable kosher
certification.

HITRATE or NITRITE {(inchiding Soditam or Potassium varleties) =
used in delicatessen to stabilize the pink color of the meat during
the curing process. It is the salt found in ndtric acld.

OLEORESIN, a solvent-free extraction of sploes, 1s used as a favor

replacement for sploes in splce blends and seasontngs. Oleoresin
requmires reliable kosher certificarion.
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PECTIN,
a gel that
is obtained
from cltrus
peels or apple
pomace, is used
&5 8 gum in jams and
jellies.

POLYSORBATE 20, 60, 65, and &0 are a wery important growup of
emulsifiers. They are manufactured the mixing of edible
fat=, ofls, or fatty acltds with glycerol. Ghreerol has the property of
matntaining the melsiure of a food. The comblnation of glyceral
with the fatty acids gives the polysorbate wide food applications.
It may bie wsed tn lce creams and frozen desserts to help enmalsify
the ingredients, as well as in cale mizes to increase volume. It
lubricates the surface of pan liners and other machinery. In plckle
products, pobysorbates are nsed to disperse flavors and colors.
Its technical name is polyozyethylene sorbitan fatty acld esters.
Polysorbates require reliable kosher certification.

PREGELATINIZED STARCH is a starch that has been cooked
in Hquid, redried amd then ground into a powder. This process,
kmown as gelatinizing, allows the starch to swell tn cold water. It
is used in puddings and soup mixes. (Gelatinizing should not be
confused with gelatin)

PROPYLENE GLY COL s a symthetlc Houid that serves as a solvent
for Navors and colors, and &= an ingredient to matntin the modsture
content and texture in foods swch as shredded coconut.

REMMNET, the emmyme obtained from a calf's stomach, & used to
coagulate milkinto cheese curds. Today, kosher cheese productions
use microbdal remmnet which 1= a symthete counterpart of the manaral
varlety that has the same genetlc properties. Renmet requires
reliable kosher certification

SORBIC ACID, a preservative used to prevent mold in cheese, jelbies and
syrups, can be marmfarmed syn thetically and can be kosher for Passowver.

SOREITAN MOMOSTEARATE, derived from fatty acid, is an enmlsifier
that is used as a gloss enhancer in chocolate and as a coating and
surface melease agent for dry active yeast. Sorblian monostearate
requires reliable kosher certification. (See Stearic Acld.)

STEARIC ACID, dertved from both antrmal or vegetable sources, &
a fatty acid with wide food and pharmacentical applcations. Its
multtple uses include vse as a abricant, release agent, a softener in
chewing gum base, and a lowing agent in ablets. Stearic acld may
be combined with other chembeals such as caletum, magnesium
or zine to make calclum, magnesium or zine stearate. It can be
combined with sorbitol to make sorbitan monostearate. 1t also may
be used in polysorbates ot with propylene glycols. All of these food
ingredients require relable kosher certificaton.

TAPIOCA, a starch that is derived from the aploca plant, is vsed
in puddings snd ple Allings. Pure aploca is Kosher for Passower.
Treated taploca requires Kosher for Passover certification

TITANIUM DIOKIDE is a white plgment that is wsed a5 a nanaral
white color.

VANILLIN isa synthetc vanilla flavor. 1t s aleo the primary Lavoring
ingredlent of natural vanilla. Vanillin is used as a substiate for
natural vandlla and 1= kosher.

VEGETABLE OIL is one of the Hquid substances extracted from the
vegetable. Some vegetable ofls are extracted from the seed of the
vegetable as in comn, soybeans or peanuts. Some come from the
fruit, as in olives. Vegetable oils are generally refined and require

reliable kosher certfication.
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COHTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The issue of shaving the beard area 1s more involved since we
have two actlons worklng tn concert, e and morwe, What 1s
meant by the term nnven, destroying the hatr? According to the
Chochmgs Qidam, mnrwen 15 defined as the process of removing
the entire facial hair below the shin Obviously, placking out a
hair removes the halr below the skin. Can “below the skin™ hair
remioval be achleved with a siralght-edge razor blade?

The hatr shaft grows under the skin, as well as above the skin
‘When one shaves with a razor, the skin is pulled taut actually
exposing the hatr growing below the slin. The razor runs against
the halr grain in the oppasite direction of the pulled skin, lopping
off the exposed hair. When the taut sldn relaxes, the hair = actually
cut below the skin. This 1= the definition of rinren. rive i simply
any normal method of shaving.

Alternative effective methods of beard remowal eg. electrolysis,
depllatory, or tweezers would definitely qualify as nnren bt
wiould not qualify as & means of shaving, mbra; therefore, they
wold be: halachically permissible.

{m the other hand, sdssors qualify a5 a normal means of
shaving. Since you can only cut a beard to a stubble, when using
this method, the other criterla of mrwn would not be falfilled.
Sel=sors, therefore, would be a kalachically permissible method to
“shave” one's beard, providing that the blade nearer to the skin 1s
not shatp enough to oat by itsef

BEased om the abowe, the razor blade, wm, 1= the classic example
of a shaving instrument that the Torah forbids. The Gemarna
definitively states this positdon clearly, that shaving is forbldden
with a wn vy e pome 937 According to all halackic
authorities, the razor fulfills both prohibitlors of i and e
and is forbidden to be used.

Seemingly, any shaving implement that effectlvely cuts hair
below the skin would also be categorized as a wm, regardless of

whether the shaving implement &= single or double edged. As long
as the hair s cut below the skin, one would wiolate both actions of
miea and amPwn. Any shaving instrument giving a less effective
cut, where the hatr is not cut below the slin but even with the skin,
wild be categorized a5 4 wn e oowon oat.

In summary the three levels of pobma are:

1. moovn - that cuts above the skin, a shaving process that does
not qualify as nneven of the beard.

2. wnpdsewesn - that cut at shin level, which would also mot
qualify as nnrmemn.

3. wn - that cuts below the skin creating mm and noee, the
Torak's forbldden combination of halr removal.

How would the electric shaver fare in the kosher shaning arenad
The electric shaver is a relatively recent intraduction to the shaving
scene. Prior to the shaver, the only practical method of kosher
beard removal was the use of shaving powder. The powder was
mixed with water and made a very offensive smelling paste that
was spread om one's face and ate away the person’s facal hair. One
had to be careful to remowve the paste in haste so that onby facial
hair, and not faclal skin, would be removed.

Londtwehipp o

RABEI MOSHE HEINEMANN
STAR-K RABBINIC ADMIMISTRATOR

The electric shaver seemed to be a welcome techmnieal halackic
introduction, although shaving in general has mot been without
coniroversy. Howewer, those halackic authoritles that permitied
shaving with electric shavers did so because it seemed to fulfill all
hatackic requirements. The shaver was made up of a vibrating head
and screen, with the beard hatr passed between the cutting edges
of the screen and the wibrating head; the hatr is cut off in a sclssor-
like cutting fBshion between head and screen. The shave was closer
than marmal scissors, since the shaver cut the beard close to the
skin, yet it never effectively gave 4 smooth shave because they were
not as powerfial as they are today.

As shavers became more sophisticated, they also became more
halachically challenging. 'With some models, the stronger motors
made the head vibrate faster and cut the beard closer. The it and
cut shaving systems that evolved from the older Noreloo Troplehead
system clalmed that they could shave as close as a razor. As the skin
was held taut, the shaver alleged to cut the beard below the skin Hke
a wn Although shaving professionals will ademit that the closeness
of omi's shave depends upon a person’s beard conditions and tewture,
realistically, the system works better in theory than in practice.

Hagaon ' Moshe Feinstein rat was of the opinion that the
HU's staterment - Ty NP NN e e e s teaching us
that only the wn, the straight-sdged mzor, is the Terah's forbldden
form of norven and rom. Any other method of nnpen and miim
wiould be permitied. Based on this fundamental understanding of
the ., eectric shavers would be permmitted even if the shaver
removed faclal hair beneath the skin, since the shaver works in a
scissor-thke and not razor-like action.

However, due to the increased sharpomess of the blades of the
rotating heads it is conceivable that the blades could cut the
beard hairs off before the combined cutting of blade and screen.
Therefore, even according to the Posklm that permit eleciric
shawers, this shaver would be problematic becamse it would be
cutting Hke a wn, which is v . Can one practically determine
whether the shaver in question s a kesher model?

Hagaon B' Moshe Feinstein >, who permitted the wse of
electric shavers, vsed a criteria stemilar to the shacher who would
demorestrate how sharp his obm (shechita kmifie) was. To show the
sharp edge of his knife, a shochet would tale a hair from his beard,
and holding the hair in one hand the shodhet would see whether
the 9m cut the dangling hair. If the hair was severed, the shochet's
stee] passed the best.

5o oo, in a similsr mammer, B Moshe would often test the
sharpness of an electric shaver's blades. He would take a beard halr
and test the blades! The shaver would be acceptable 1f the halr was
held taut and was not split in half.

The only practical suggestion that can be glven to one whose
shaver fafled this test is to dull the blades. This can be done by
taking a key or some other hard, flat instrument and running it
along the sharp edge of the blade. Obwiously, this shawer will mot
work as well; nevertheless, it is stll effective and will transform a
previously questiomable shaver into one that is acceptable by the
Poskim who permit the uwse of shawers,

Knetirme Edlueateosn
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BEaskin-Fobbins, the worlds largest chain of ice cream specialty shops, serwing over 130 milliom
customers worldwlde, mow bears STAR-D kosher certification, according to STAR-K President
Avrom Pollak. Star-D is the registered trademark of the Mational Council of Young lsrael. All Star-Dt
establishments and products are administered by STAR-K persormel] and employ STAR-K standards;
the anly difference 1= that STAR-DV products are cholov stam, not cholow Ylsroel.

Founded in California in 1943, by brothers-in-law Burton Baskin and Irvine Robbins, Baskin-
Robbins” selection of 31 fAavors—one for each day of the month—has grown to more than 10000 =
According, to Baskin-Robbins, tubs and {ce cream cabkes now bear the STAR-D logo, and comsumers i

STAR-D KOSHER CERTIFICATION
s Welcomes Baskin Robbi

EY MARGIE PERSAK

will begin secing this logo on the pre-packed quarts in the coming weeks. =y
Baskin-Fobbins ice cresms, dce cream cakes, loe cream Cake Bites, frozen datry desserts, .

sherbets, sorbets, lces, and fromen yogurts will all be STAR-D certified. The company’s custom
cakes, cones, and lee cream noveltes will also be STAR-D certifled when used in combination
with a kosher lce cream and kosher toppings. Mon-kosher exceptions are Rocky Road and
Pink Bubblegum foe creams, and any ather flavors containing roindature marshmallows.

Rabbd Jonah Gewlrtz, STAR-K's Global Management ConsultantSemdor Advisor,
who played a significant role in Baskin-Robbins’ kasher certfication for the past
3% years, will continue to represent the cormpany in its assocation with STAR-D.
“1 hawe worked so closely with STAR-K for over 20 years,” commented Babbd
Gewlriz “It is a privilege to have available to me the ovstanding Rabblmc and
lay staff of our organlzation to ald in the enhancement of kashrus and corporate

standards of Dunldn' Brands, ne.”
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WHEY? is the Hquid portion of milk that remsins after the curds
are removed in the cheese-making process. Whey is derived from
all types of cheese productlons and requires kosher certificatlon.
Whey is datry and is used as a source of proteln in baked goods,
ice cream, candy and dry mizes. (For a full discussion of whey, see
"Wheying the Kosher Possibilitles™)

WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE 1s a sauce that contalns vinegar, soy
sance, sweeteners, and at tmes anchovies (fish). If there 1= more than
L.6% anchovies in the blend, the proper kosher marking on the Labe]
should be kesher-fish. Kosher-fish Worcestershire sauce should not
b used to Navor meat dishes. Regardless of the percentage of fish,
Worestershire sauce requires relisble kosher certification
XANTHAN GUM , obtained through microbisl fermentation, is used
together with other gums, such as guar, to glve the food more jelHog
properties. Xanthan gum is used tn salad dressings and sauces,

IINC STEARATE - 5ee Stearic Achd.

Generally speaking, products contatming those “secret” ingredients that
do not have a “requires rellable kosher certification” statement may be

purchased without kashgacha. However, when a product bears reliable

Leaatorehgh o

kesher certification, the ingredients are no longer just assumed to be
keeher; the consumer = assured that the ingredients are indesd kosher

and that ary other =sues, however mirmeal | have been resobed.

Are any of the datrykosher-approved ingredients used in cholow Fismoel
products? In the Unlbed States, any datry tngredient wsed in a chodov

Yismoel production is derbved from cholov Yisreel scurces. For example,
the cultures used to make cheese or yoguart are specially mamafaciumed
for chalow Yismoel productions. ANl mehadrin supervisions in lsrael will
aleo follow these nales. Consumers wishing to purchase cholov Fismoel
mnest identify a chelov Yisroel statement on the label of products
contalning any of the datry ingredients abowe. (For a full discussion
of choloe Yisree and dalry ingredients, see “Cholov Yisred: Does a
Meshama Good™ and "Wheying the Kosher Possibilites™)

In regard to Pesach, products comtalming the aforementiomed
ingredients require reliable Kosher for Passowver certification.

50 there you have i in a nutshell And these are only the baslcs.
Hopefally, the kesher consumer will galn a greater appreciation of
the work invobred for bashrus organlzations to evsure that what
wi are cating is 100% kosher.
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SHAILOS FROM THE
INSTITUTE OF HALACHAN

DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE OF HALACHAH

Q‘Whmmjr]]uh:rwurhnnth:lmmnnﬂ.mrﬂ:rmdtmp]:,whnt[maﬂnwﬂltnldhim
do and what shonld 1 stop him from doing?

A‘mhtrml'pm’lhﬂdmlrm
in a semicirele, starting from the top of the ear down
to the nape of the neck and up again to the top of
the other ear, as well as in an arc from one temple to
the other. If a person joins that arc to the semicircle
by shaving all the hair below the imaginary line
from his temple to the back of his ear, he will be
left with a circular shaped head of hair. The Torah'
forbids & man® to ‘round’ the hair on his head. The
mifarshim explain this to mean that it {s forbidden
to create a circular head of hair by shaving below the
line connecting the temple to the back of the ear, as
deseribed abeve” The hair that one is forbidden to
shave i3 called the “pe'as ha'rash”, and is shown as

the striped ares in Image 1

As some people muy have lower or higher hairlines,
making it difficult to accurately measure the height
of the line connecting the temple to the back of
the ear, it is prudent to err on the side of cantion

IMAGE 1

T
-\'.-._.:'!::

Y

oy
Tl

IMAGE 2
TDvarwen bayithor Soeipier Gaon]

Gaon demonsirated the area in question by drawing
the picture’ in Image 2. [The text tn the pleture, o
wi, refers to the area behind the ear, which is not
included in the prohibition].

It is forbidden to shave with a razor tn the prescribed
area. 1t is also forbidden to cut the hatr with scissors,
if it will cut the hair very close to the skin Hke a
razor.” If & person uses scissors, he should leave each
blade of hair long enough so that he can grasp it
with his fingers ® Therefore, Rav Helnemann, shii®a,
paskens that each blade of hatr should be left at least
approsdmately 3 millimeters long ® The Semag is of
the opinion that it is forbidden to cut even two hairs
of the pe'as ha'rosh in a forbidden manner." It is also
forbidden for & Jew to allow a non-Jew to cut his hair
in a forbidden manner.®

Inchuded in this fssur is the restriction for a man not
to shawe his sideburns. This applies to the hair in
fromt of the ears, extending down to the cheekbone,”
which s approximately adjacent to the middle of
the ear." These messurements denote the minimum
shivr for pe'os ha'rosh. However, there is an old and
widespread minhag in kial Yisroel to grow longer
pe'os, Many people follow this custom and, in general,
a persan should continue to uphold the traditions of
his family and community.
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STAR-K Welcomes Baltimore’s

ote
st iy

Sereor 4

Senlor Lifestyle Corporation, a family owned Jewlsh company sand a leader among sendor

EY MARGIE PENSAK

Hving commmanities, operating ower T3 properties in the U5, has ventured into the world of
kosher, according to Tudor Hedghts Sendor Assisted Living's new executive director, David Lapin. Sendor Lifestyle residential
commmunities are unique in that they custom-taflor every aspact for the particular populations it seprices. In this regard, Tudor
Hedghts now offers a fully STAR-K certified kosher kitchen and diming room, in additlon to boasting a local commndty-beased
management team that will cater to it kosher clentele, both Wterally and figuratively! The newly renovated and expanded
64-room historic rettrement commmanity in Baltimore has a 70 resident capacity; it presently acoommodates 36 resldents. For
more information about Tudor Helghts' assisted living amendties, its Legacy, memory care programs, of 1is Passover resplte

program, please call 410-318-3000.
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Star-K's Kashrus Training Program will take place in July 16-19, 2012 This
intensive seminar, held at Star-Ks offices in Baltimore, Maryland, Is limited
to 25 students - nabbonim, kolle/ fellows, and others serving as ke kodesh -
who have studied Yorah Deah. In addition to lectures, audio-visual
presentations and a hands-on practioum, several field trips are planned.

To apply, call Star-K office at 410-384-4110 and speak with Rabbi Zvi
Goldbarg, or go to www.star-k.com to download the application form.

The STAR-K family notes the sad passing of Rabbi Yosef Tendler, 27 who pioneered the STAR-K
certified Pride of the Farm Cholov Yisroel brand of dairy products.

'f; e 1’_ May the Tendler family be comforted amongst the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
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Star-K Kosher Certification

A non-profit agency representing the Kosher consumerin
promaoting Kashs through Education, Research and Supervision,
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Receive late breaking kashrus news and alerts in your email.
Send an email to alerts-subscribe@star-k.org or visit www.star-k.org/cons-new-alerts.htm
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